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REPORT ON STATE IAWS 

Plastic Container Material Coding 

To the best of our knowledge, the information contained 
herein is accurate. However, The Society of the Plastics 
Industry, Inca - a s s u m e s  n o  liability whatsoever for the 
accuracy or completeness of the information contained 
herein. Also, it must be recognized that sound legal advice 
requires a thorough understanding of the factual context of 
any issue or problem that arises. Only then can a reasoned 
application of law be made to the specific facts upon 
consideration of the practical problems presented and the 
legal alternatives available. No report, by itself, can 
provide sound legal advice, least of all, one which is 
intended only to summarize legal requirements imposed by a 
wide variety of jurisdictions. 
beyond the scope and purpose of this report. 

Providing legal advice is 
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This report was created by the Plastic Bottle Institute 
(PBI), a Division of The Society of the Plastics Industry, 
Inc.(SPI), as a service to its members and to the industry as a 
whole. The 1990 edition has been updated to include the laws 
enacted this past year in Alaska, Arizona, Georgia, Hawaii, Rhode 
Island, Tennessee, and Virginia. New developments in Florida and 
Wisconsin are also included. The laws included in the book, and 
the accompanying explanations, cover all plastic containers. We 
trust that you will find the information useful for determining 
how best to comply with the legally mandated container material 
coding requirements of the states in which you and your customers 
do business. 

In July, 1988, SPI developed the voluntary coding system 
that has been the basis for most of this subsequent state 
legislation. Although SPI's Council for Solid Waste Solutions 
provided many state legislatures with advice on appropriate 
wording of the laws, some were written to respond to advice from 
other-sources as well. These may include provisions which appear 
to require variations from the SPI voluntary system and from the 
requirements of other states. 
interpretations. 

Some laws are subject to varying 

So that container manufacturers and their customers may have 
the information necessary to resolve questions of interpretation, 
this manual includes copies of actual statutory documents 
covering both laws and regulations, in addition to a summary 
description of their provisions. Also listed is the name and 
address of the appropriate agency to contact for more information 
in each state. Where the intent of a provision is not clear, the 
interpretation must be made by the agency charged with enforcing 
the law, rather than by PBI. 

PBI is aware of the problems caused by variations among 
the state laws. It is the intention of PBI, in cooperation 
with the Council for Solid Waste Solutions and other interested 
supporters, to continue to seek amendments to eliminate the 
obstacles to recycling created by different coding requirements 
for different states. To further our interest in uniformity 
among the state coding requirements, PBI has developed a model 
coding statute. The model language has been closely followed by 
the states that have most recently enacted coding legislation. 

The Society o f  the PLastics Industry, Inc. 
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It has also been used as a guide by at least one state to 
interpret its statutory provisions to achieve maximum national 
ijp-lfn&v. _ _ ~  L --Ipp- ~ - - ~  -- 

John C. Malloy 
Staff Director 
Plastic Bottle Institute 
1275 K Street, N . W . ,  #400 
Washington, DOCo 20005 
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INTRODUCTION 

Plastic bottle and rigid plastic container coding has been 
the subject of legislation in many jurisdictions. For the most 
part, the states that have enacted legislation have adopted the 
voluntary resin identification codes developed by the Plastic 
Bottle Institute of The Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc. 
(SPI) to identify the six thermoplastic resins which are used in 
greatest volume to manufacture bottles and containers. This 
manual has been designed to assist manufacturers and users of 
plastic containers in their efforts to comply with applicable 
state laws by highlighting the requirements in state legislation 
which depart from the widely accepted adherence of the states to 
the voluntary guidelines developed by SPI. 

The voluntary guidelines are comprehensive and provide an 
effective method by which plastic container manufacturers and 
users may label plastic products to facilitate recycling. 
Technical Reports published by the Plastic Bottle Institute (PBI- 
24) and the Rigid Plastic Container Division (RPCD-13) provide 
recommendations (1) on the use of coding symbols to identify 
material resins, (2) mold modification methods for manufacturers, 
and (3) other general information to be used by the industry to 
appropriately code plastic products. Copies of these documents 
are included as Attachments to the SPI Voluntary Guidelines 
Summary in this report. 

The coding system is designed to facilitate one step in the 
recycling process, i.e., sorting. The sole purpose of the code 
is to identify the basic material resin composition of plastic 
containers into the smallest number of categories that will be 
useful to recyclers. While technologies do exist for recycling 
mixed resins, higher value applications for recycled resins are 
possible if each major resin type is separately recycled. By 
coding containers, recyclers will be able to easily identify and, 
thus, separate particular plastic resins one from another. The 
code does not preclude further segregation by recyclers based 
upon other characteristics, e.q., color, that might further 
enhance the value of recycled materials. 

It is apparent from this Report that the voluntary coding 
system has received the endorsement of many state legislators. 
However, as various states have adopted the voluntary system as 
their own, minor variations have emerged that make it difficult 
to determine how best to code containers for national distribu- 
tion. Indeed, the problem is not limited to traditional 
container manufacturers that sell wholesale to major packagers of 
consumer commodities. At least one state, &., Wisconsin, has 
interpreted its law as being applicable to single service 

' The Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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drinking cups when sold to a restaurant or similar enterprise 
+khat will € L U  #e container prior to a sale to the final 
consumer. 'rn e the definition of a rigid plasiic container in 
several other states is also broad enough to include drinking 
cups. 

outright prohibitions on the use of SPI's resin identification 
symbol. 
identification code would be interpreted as a representation that ~ 

the container was being recycled. 
widespread use, it is apparent that this concern was not 
warranted. This appears to have abated when the proposed 
prohibition was voted down by Connecticut's legislature in 
October 1989. 

A year ago at this time, a number of states were considering 

The concern in these states was that the resin ~ 

Now that the codes are in 

This manual sets out the varying state coding laws with 
particular emphasis on variations from the voluntary system. In 
this regard, there are several minor inconsistencies that occur 
with enough frequency to bear comment. They relate to the coding 
of containers that (1) are made with a multilayer material or (2) 
have a label and base cup made of an incompatibly different resin 
than the container itself and (3) certain repeated-use containers 
such as insulated picnic chests and jugs. These common 
variations are summarized below. 

1. MULTILAYER MATERIALS. Virtually all states agree with the 
voluntary coding system that "7-OTHERtt applies to resins not 
designated in categories one through six. Furthermore, most 
define that t17-OTHER1t is the code to use for a multilayer 
material. Two states define t17-OTHER11 as meaning only multilayer 
and, no doubt through oversight, never specify any code for 
resins other than those identified by 1 through 6. The voluntary 
system is consistent with the predominant state requirement in 
recommending "7-OTHERtt for multilayer. The significant 
difference, however, is that the voluntary system adopts a 
functional approach to each of the resin codes and provides that 
a multilayer bottle which is predominantly composed of a single 
resin may be coded on the basis of the predominant resin content 
as long as the other resin(s) in the container are compatible in 
recycling systems for the predominant resin. 

The omission of an exception to the t17-OTHERtt classification 
for multilayer containers that are functionally recyclable as the 
predominant resin is inconsistent with the objectives to be 
gained by coding, viz., maximizing the value of recycled 
materials. Accordingly, the voluntary coding system's 
recommendation on this point does not contravene the intent of 
most of the state legislation even though it does appear to 
contravene the express statutory language used by many states. 

e The Soc ie ty  of the  Plast ics  Industry, Inc. 
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Manufacturers of multilayer containers that can be recycled 
as the predominant (or only) resin may wish to seek legal counsel 

material combinations on a state-by-state basis. 
ac -1r ~~ ~~ -ensor seek rulhgs-regarding their specific 

~~~ 

2. -BEGS AND BASE CUPS. The voluntary system provides that 
bottles or containers with labels or base cups or other 
components of a secondary material may carry the code of the 
basic material of which the container is constructed as long as 
the secondary materials are all compatible in recycling systems 
for the basic material. 
basic lgaterial resin could be imprinted on either the bottle or 
the other component. Thus, for example, a plastic bottle whose 
primary, basic material is polyethylene terephthalate might have 
a base cup composed of high density polyethylene that would be 
imprinted with the **l-PETEtt code. 

In these situations, the code of the 

Although it appears that the intent of most states was to 
adopt the position of the voluntary guidelines, the actual 
wording contained in several of the statutes is ambiguous. They 
typically provide that plastic bottles or containers with base 
cups or labels of different materials should be coded by their 
basic material. The ambiguity is that it is not clear whether 
I*their** refers to the container or to the secondary component. 
However, since none of the states purport to prohibit the sale of 
containers with plastic labels that are not identified as to 
resin type, it seems reasonable to interpret **their** as referring 
to the container and the appropriate code as the code for the 
resin that makes up the structure of the container. 

From the standpoint of maximizing the value of recycled 
materials, however, the above interpretation of what the states 
allow contains a serious flaw. The flaw is related to the 
problem discussed above in the context of multilayer materials, 
i.e., the absence of a functional recyclability test. In this 
case, however, rather than arbitrarily exclude material that 
could easily be recycled as a specific resin type, many of the 
state coding laws appear to mandate inclusion under a basic 
material type of base cup and label material even though they may 
be detrimental to the recycling of the basic container resin. 
The result of including materials that are incompatible with 
recycling the basic resin are much more serious than simply 
excluding material from its highest possible recycling use; it 
has the potential to disrupt the high value use of large volumes 
of recycled materials. Companies that use containers with base 
cups or labels that are incompatible with recycling systems for 
the base resin are strongly urged to seek rulings from the states 
that would allow such containers to be coded **7-OTHER.** 

Many of the more recently enacted laws, patterned after 
PBI's model language, are silent on the treatment of labels and 
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base cups. 
would not generally interpret ~ ~ ~~~~~~~~~ such silence to ~ prohibit ~ ~~ the ~~~~~ coding ~ ~~ 

3. REPEATED-USE CONTAINERS. Most of the state coding statutes 
distinguish between plastic bottles and other rigid plastic 
containers because the minimum size plastic bottle that requires 
coding is typically larger than the minimum size which requires 
coding for other rigid plastic containers. Most states are 
specific about defining the coding requirement for rigid plastic 
containers other than bottles as being applicable only to 
containers intended for single service use. As a result of what 
appears to be an oversight, many states do not include the single 
service limitation in their definition of a plastic bottle. 
Companies should seek appropriate assurances from the authorities 
in these states before concluding that the coding requirement 
does not apply to repeated-use bottles, e.a., insulated beverage 
containers. 

Subject to any guidance put out by these states, we 

AF P M t h v w r r  tnrrr-1al-C Mft Aripk -le as 81 - 1 --pR ,,TE;" -- - 

* * * * * 
The statutes passed in Connecticut, Minnesota and Wisconsin 

delegate most of the details of the coding requirements to 
regulatory agencies. New Hampshire and New York do not impose 
resin coding requirements, per se; their statutes are included in 
this manual because the statutes do regulate certain markings on 
containers. 

The careful reader will notice any number of interesting 
variations among the enforcement provisions of the coding laws. 
Some state statutes give rise to violations when a container is 
manufactured (whether or not within the state) with the intent 
that the (unmarked) container be sold in the state. Many, but. 
not all, also make it a violation to sell the unmarked container 
within the state. 
state of an unmarked bottle but do not penalize the distant 
manufacturer for having made the bottle. A number of states lack 
any specific enforcement power regarding uncoded plastic 
containers and the persons that sell them. The absence of a 
civil penalty provision might slow, but would probably not deter, 
a state official determined to get tough on this issue. 
Enforcement officials could seek to seize the non-compliant 
product or initiate an action to enjoin future violations. As a 
practical matter, however, it would probably be as effective and 

Other states penalize the sale within the 

?he Society of the Plastics Industry, !nc. 
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substantially less costly to use negative publicity to achieve 

the statute to provide for a specific, easily imposed civil 
penalty. 

John B. Dubeck, E s q .  

KELLER AND HECKMAN 
1150 17th Street, N.W. 
Suite 1000 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

(202) 956-5600 

November 1990 
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Jur isd ic t ion  

Na t i o n w  i de/ 
SPI Voluntary 
Coding System 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Ca l i fo rn ia  

Colorado 

Connecticut 

F 1 or ida 

Georgia 

Hauai i 

I l t i n o i s  

Corrpl i ance M i n i m  and Recomnended/Required Markings 
Date Maximm Size 

Penalt ies 

~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~~ 

Target date 16 ounces and Numbers 1-7 w i th in  a R I S  and above a Not Applicable 
of  July 1, greater Resin Abbreviation Code 
1991 

July 1, 1991 

July 1, 1991 

January 1, 
1992 

July 1, 1992 

January 1, 
1990 

July 1, 1990 

January 1, 
1991 

January 1, 
1992 

January 1, 
1991 

16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

16 ounces to  
5 gallons 

16 ounces and 
greater 

16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 
(possible ex- 
ception fo r  
beverage) 

Not speci f ied 

16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

16 ounces or 
more 

Numbers 1-7 w i th in  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

S50 per v io la -  
t ion, not t o  
exceed SSOO 

Numbers 1-7 w i th in  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

Nunbers 1-7 w i th in  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code ex- 
cept an extra 7 i s  required f o r  n u l -  
t i p l e  layers of a s ingle res in  

Nunbers 1-7 w i th in  a R I S  end above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

Statute requires that res in  content of  
container be ident i f ied;  regulat ions 
specify nunbers 1-7, standard Resin 
Abbreviation Code, and permit tr iangu- 
l a r  configuration o f  arrows 

Nunbers 1-7 w i th in  a t r iang le  and 
above a standard Resin Abbreviation 
Code except that PET i s  speci f ied fo r  
polyethylene terephthalate 

Numbers 1-7 w i th in  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

Nunbers 1-7 w i th in  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

Nunbers 1-7 w i th in  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

None provided 

S1,OOO f o r  man- 
ufacturers 

None provjded 

None provided 

Vague; none 
provided or 
s10,000 

None provided 

None provided 

M a x i m  c i v i l  

55,000; s u i t  
can be brought 
by anyone in  
the county of  
the v io la t i on  

penalty of 

e The Society o f  The P las t ics  Industry, Inc. 
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11/90 Revision - - 
~ ~~ 

- .- 
~~~ ~ - 

STATE k W  OVERVIEW 
for 

Plastic Bottle Coding 
(continued) 

(See separate l i s t  f o r  Rigid P las t i c  Containers) 

Jur isd ic t ion  C o n p l  iance Minimum and Recmnded/Required Markings 
Date Maximum Size 

Penalties 

Indiana 

Iowa 

January 1, 
1992 

16 ounces o r  
more 

Nunbers 1-7 u i t h i n  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

None provided 

Ju ly  1, 1992 16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

Nunbers 1-7 w i th in  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

Civ i l  penalty 
o f  $500 f o r  
manufacturers 
or d i s t r i bu to rs  

Louisiana 

Maine 

16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

Nunbers 1-7 w i th in  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

None provided January 1, 
1991 

Ju ly  1, 199 16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

Nunbers 1-7 above a standard Resin 
Abbreviation Code; chasing arrows that 
are used t o  s i g n i f y  recycl ing or re -  
cycled content are banned only i f  6 of  
9 named states have enacted a s imi la r  
ban by January 1, 1991 

Nunbers 1-7 w i th in  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

C i v i l  penalty 
of  $100 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Ju ly  1, 199 16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

None provided 

C i v i l  penalty 
of  $500 

January 1, 
1992 

16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

Nunbers 1-8 w i th in  a t r i ang le  and above 
a standard Resin Abbreviation Code ex- 
cept that  7-OTHER only means mult i layer 
and 8-D means degradable 

To be established by regulations that 
are t o  be Itas consistent as pract icable 
with nat ional  industry-wide p l a s t i c  
container coding systems." 

A f te r  no t i f i ca -  
tion, $50 per 
v i o l a t i o n  up t o  
a m a x i m  o f  
$500 

M i  nnesota To be defined 
by regulat ion 

16 ounces or 
more 

Missouri 

New Jersey 

January 1, 
1992 

16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

Nunbers 1-7 w i th in  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

Class A misde- 
meanor 

January 1, 
1991 

Nunbers 1-7 w i th in  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

C i v i l  Penalty 
of  up t o  $500- 
$1,000 per day; 
in junc t ion  

None provided ~ 

North Carolina Ju ly  1, 1991 16 ounces or 
more 

Numbers 1-7 w i th in  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

The Society o f  The P las t ics  Industry, Inc. 
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Plastic Bottle Coding 
(continued) 

(See separate l i s t  f o r  Rigid P tas t ic  Containers) 
~~ 

J u r i sd i c t i on  Compliance M i n i ”  and Recomnended/Required Markings 
Date M a x i m  Size 

Penalties 

North Dakota Decenber 31, 
1991 

16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

Nunbers 1-8 within a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code except 
that  7-OTHER only mans nu l t i l aye r  and 
8-D means degradable and nunbers and 
le t te rs  must be 1/2 inch 

Nunbers 1-7 u i t h i n  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

A n  i n f rac t i on  

Ohio 

Oklahome 

Rhode Is land 

Tennessee 

Texas 

V i rg in ia  

Uisconsin 

January 1, 
1991 

16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

In junc t ion  

Ju ly  1, 1991 16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

Nunbers 1-7 u i t h i n  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

Misdemeanor 

January 1, 
1991 

16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

Nunbers 1-7 w i th in  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

None provided 

Ju ly  1, 1991 16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

Nunbers 1-7 w i th in  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

Uarni ng , then 
$50 

Ju ly  1, 1991 16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

Nunbers 1-7 w i th in  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

C i v i l  penalty 
of $500 

Ju ly  1, 1991 16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

Nunbers 1-7 u i t h i n  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

$50 per day o f  
v i  o 1 a t  i on  

J.anuary 1, 
1991 

Beverage con- 
ta iners 8 
ounces o r  
greater and 
other bo t t les  
16 ounces and 
greater 

8 ounces or 
more 

To be established by regulations tha t  
are t o  be %s consistent as pract icable 
with nat ional  industry-wide p l a s t i c  
container coding systemo# 

5500 maximun 
per day of v io -  
l a t i o n  

U i  scons i n 
(continued) 

January 1, 
1993 

The Society of The P las t ics  Industry, Inc. 
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11/90 Revision 
-. - 

~ 
~ ~ ~ ~~~~~ ~ ~ 

STATE LAW OVERVIEW 
for 

Rigid Plastic Container Coding 

~~ ~~ ~~ 

(See separate l i s t  f o r  P las t i c  Bott les) 

C o n p l  i ance M i n i m  and Recomnended/Required Markings Penalties 
Date M a x i m  Size 

Ju r i sd i c t i on  

Nat i omi de/ 
RPCD Voluntary 
Resin Coding 
System 

Target date 8 ounces and Numbers 1-7 wi th in  a R I S  and above a Not Applicable 
o f  July 1, greater Resin Abbreviation Code 
1990 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Ju ly  1, 1991 8 ounces t o  5 
gallons 

Numbers 1-7 wi th in  a R I S  and above a 
Resin Abbreviation Code 

$50 per v io la -  
tion, not t o  
exceed $500 

July 1, 1991 8 ounces t o  5 
ga 1 1 ons 

Nunbers 1-7 wi th in  a R I S  and above a 
Resin Abbreviation Code 

None provided 

Ca l i fo rn ia  January 1, 
1992 

8 ounces t o  5 
gallons 

Numbers 1-7 wi th in  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code with 
an extra 7 required f o r  mu l t ip le  layers 
o f  a s ing le  material 

$1,000 f o r  man- 
ufacturers 

Colorado 

Connecticut* 

Ju ly  1, 1992 8 ounces t o  5 
ga 1 1 ons 

16 ounces and 
greater 

Numbers 1-7 wi th in  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

Statute requires that  res in  content o f  
container be ident i f ied;  regulatidns 
speci fy nunbers 1-7, standard Resin 
Abbreviation Code, and permit triangu- 
l a r  conf igurat ion of arrows 

Numbers 1-7 wi th in  a t r i ang le  and above 
a standard Resin Abbreviation Code ex- 
cept tha t  PET i s  speci f ied f o r  poly- 
ethylene terephthalate but PETE i s  con- 
sidered acceptable 

None provided 

None provided January 1, 
1990 

F l o r i da  Ju ly  1, 1990 8 ounces or 
more 

Vague; none 
provided o r  
t10,ooo 

Georgia 

Haua i i 

I 1  1 i no i s  

January 1, 
1991 

January 1, 
1992 

January 1, 
1991 

Not speci f ied Nunbers 1-7 wi th in  a R I S  and above a 
Resin Abbreviation Code 

None provided 

8 ounces t o  5 
gallons 

Numbers 1-7 wi th in  a R I S  and above a 
Resin Abbreviation Code 

None provided 

8 ounces or 
more 

Nunbers 1-7 wi th in  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

M a x i m  c i v i l  
penalty o f  
$5,000; s u i t  
can be brought 
by anyone i n  
the county o f  
the v i o l a t i o n  

*Law ai 
pa r t i c i  

regulations re fe r  only t o  %ottles,gl not l"ntainers.ll Bo t t l e  i s  not defined as having any 
r shape o r  contents. 

' The Society o f  The P las t ics  Industry, Inc. 
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STATE IAW OVERVIEW 
for 

Rigid Plastic Container Coding 
(continued) 

(See separate l i s t  f o r  P las t ic  Bott les) ~ 

~~~ 

Ju r i sd ic t ion  C o n p l  i ance Minimm and Recamnended/Required Markings 
Date M a x i m  Size 

Penalt ies 

Indiana January 1, 
1992 

8 ounces or 
more 

None provided Nunbers 1-7 u i t h i n  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

Nunbers 1-7 u i t h i n  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

I oua July 1, 1992 8 ounces t o  5 
ga 1 1 ons 

C i v i l  penalty 
o f  $500 f o r  
manufacturers 
o r  d i s t r i bu to rs  

~~ - 

5- 
', 

Louisiana January 1, 
1991 

16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

Nunbers 1-7 u i t h i n  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

None provided 

Maine July 1, 1991 8 ounces t o  5 
gallons 

Nunbers 1-7 above a standard Resin Ab- 
breviat ion Code; chasing a r r o w  that 
are used t o  s ign i f y  recycl ing or re- 
cycled content are banned only i f  6 o f  
9 named states have enacted a s imi la r  
ban by January 1, 1991 

Numbers 1-7 u i t h i n  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

C i v i l  penalty 
of  $100 

Massachusetts July 1, 1991 8 ounces t o  5 
gallons 

None provided 

C i v i l  penalty 
o f  $500 

Mich igan January 1, 
1992 

8 ounces t o  5 
gallons 

Nunbers 1-8 u i t h i n  a t r i ang le  and above 
a standard Resin Abbreviation Code ex- 
cept that 7-OTHER only means wlt i  layer 
and 8 -D  means degradable 

To be established by regulat ions that 
are t o  be "as consistent as pract icable 
with national industry-uide p las t i c  
container coding systems." 

Minnesota To be defined 
by regulat ion 

16 ounces or 
more 

A f te r  no t i f i ca -  
tion, $50 per 
v i o l a t i o n  up t o  
a m a x i m  of  
5500 

Missouri 

Ncu Jersey 

January 1, 
1992 

January 1, 
1991 

8 ounces t o  5 
gallons 

16 ounces t o  
5 gallons 

Numbers 1-7 uithin a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

Numbers 1-7 u i t h i n  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

Class A misde- 
meanor 

C i v i l  Penalty 
of up t o  $500- 
t1,OOO per day; 
in junc t ion  

North Carolina July 1, 1991 8 ounces or 
more 

Numbers 1-7 u i t h i n  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abrreviat ion Code 

None provided 

The Society of The Plast ics Industry, Inc. 
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11/90 Revision . . . - . - - - 

STATE LAW OVERVIEW 
for 

Rigid Plastic Container Coding 
(continued) 

(See separate l i s t  f o r  P las t i c  Bott les) 

Compl i ance M i n i m  and RecumendecURequired Markings 
Date M a x i m  Size 

Penalties Ju r i sd i c t i on  

8 Ounces t o  5 
gal tons 

Nunbers 1-8 u i t h i n  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code except 
that  7-OTHER only means mul t i layer  and 
8-D means degradable and nunbers and 
le t te rs  must be 1/2 inch 

An in f rac t i on  North Dakota December 31, 
1991 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Rhode Is land 

Tennessee 

January 1, 
1991 

8 ounces t o  5 
gallons 

8 ounces t o  5 
gallons 

Numbers 1-7 within a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

In jwt i on 

Misdemeanor July 1, 1991 Numbers 1-7 w i th in  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

Nunbers 1-7 wi th in  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

Numbers 1-7 w i th in  a RIS and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

None provided January 1, 
lpol 

Ju ly  1, 1991 

8 ounces t o  5 
gallons 

8 ounces t o  5 
gallons 

Yarning, then 
$50 

Numbers 1-7 w i th in  a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

C i v i l  penalty 
of  $500 

Texas 

V i rg in ia  

Ju ly  1, 1991 8 ounces t o  5 
gallons 

8 ounces t o  5 
ga 1 Ions 

July 1, 1992 Numbers 1-7 uithin a R I S  and above a 
standard Resin Abbreviation Code 

$50 per day of  
v io la t i on  

Wisconsin January 1, 
1991 

16 ounces or 
more 

To be established by regulations tha t  
are t o  be "as consistent as prac- 
t i cab le  w i th  national industry-wide 
p las t i c  container coding system." 

$500 m a x i m  
per day o f  v io -  
l a t i o n  

Wisconsin 
(continued) 

January 1, 
1992 

8 ounces o r  
more 

The Society of The P las t ics  Industry, Inc. 
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PLASTK: CONTAINER COOING SUMMARY 

.- ~ 

1. Compliance Target: July 1, 1991 for bottles 
July 1, 1990 for containers ~ 

2. Scope: 

Tvx>e Size 

Plastic Bottles No less than 16 ounces 

picrid Plastic Containers No less than 8 ounces 

3. Recommended Codes: 

Resin Type 
Code Code 
Number Letters 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 1 
High Density Polyethylene 2 
Vinyl 3 
Low Density Polyethylene 4 
Polypropylene 5 

Other (including multi-material) 7 
Polystyrene 6 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

0.THER 

A. Base CUDS and labels: If the materials are compatible 
in recycling systems, the basic material code of the 
bottle should be used (even when the basic code is 
applied to the base cup of the secondary material); 
otherwise, *I7-OTHERlt is appropriate. 

B. Multilaver: Included in I17-OTHER1l only if the con- 
tainer includes materials that are incompatible with 
recycling systems for the predominant resin. 

4. Recommended Symbol: A Resin Identification Symbol (RIS) (See 
ltLEGEND"). Defined by diagram. 

5. Recommended Location of Symbol: On or as near to the bottom 
of the bottle or container as technically feasible. 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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6. Penalties: None 

7. Additional Information: 

8. Attachment: 

John C. Malloy 
Director of Packaging Services 
The Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc. 
1275 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Technical Bulletins PBI-24 and RPCD-13 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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THE SOCIETY OF THE PLASTICS INDUSTRY INC 1275 K STREET, NW. WASHINGTON, DC 20005 (202) 371-5200 

Technical Bulletin 

VOLUNTARY GUIDELIES 

MOLD MODIFICATION DRAWINGS 
PLASTIC BOlTLE MATERIAL COPE SYSTEM- 

PSI-24-1988 
Revision 2 
Oct. 1, 1990 

PETE HDPE V LDPE PP PS OTHER 

1. Purpooo 

2. Background 

3. DemignandUbe 

4. Mold Modification 

5. Imprinting 

CONTENTS 

Page 1 6. Qualifications 

Page 2 7. Symbol Location Guidelines 

Page 3 8. PhotoMasters 

Page 4 

Page 5 Numbers 

9. Engraving Masters 
Symbol 

page 5 

page 7 

Page 9 
Page 11 

Page 6 

1.0 PURPOSE 
The Society of the Plastics Industry (SPI) has developed 
a voluntary coding system for plastic containers, to identify 

recycling industry, as defined by the recyclers and collec- 
tors themselves. 

material type. The purpose of coding is to assist recyclers 
in sorting plastic containers by resin composition. The 
system is intended for voluntary use by bottle and con- 
tainer producers, to be molded or otherwise imprinted 
onto the bottom surface of plastic containers. 

The system is designed to be most convenient for the 
people who will sort containers, and is intended to avoid a 
complicated system which would require extensive worker 
training and possibly lead to confusion and/or mis-sorting. 

Given today’s national marketplace, it is crucial that the 
coding system be standardized nationally. The use of 
different code systems by various companies or states 
could significantly disrupt the flow of commerce. 

~ 

This container coding system has been created and is 
recommended to the industry to provide a consistent 
national identification mark that meets the needs of the 

To the best of our knowledge the information contained herein is accurate. However, The Society of the, Plastics Industry, Inc. assumes no liability whatsoever for the 
accuracy or completeness of tne information contained herein. Final determination of the suitability of any information or material for the use contemplated, the manner 
of use and whether there is any infringement of patents is the sole responsibility of the user. 

This test method or practice may involve hazardous materials, operations and equipment. This test method does not purport to address all of the safety measures 
associated with its use. It is the responsibility of the user of this method to establish appropriate safety and health practices and determine the applicability of any 
federal, state, and local regulatory limitations prior to use. 

COPYRIGHT 0 1990 by THE SOCIETY OF THE PLASTICS INDUSTRY, INC. 11 



~~ ~- ~ ~~~~~~~~~~ - ~~ ~ ~- 

_____ 

The Problem of Solid Waste 
One of our most pressing environmental issues is the mounting problem of solid waste disposal. Communities across the country are - ~ 

having to face the issue of how to dispose of a growing volume of municipal waste efficiently and responsibly. In many areas, the lack 
of landfill space or proper incineration facilities has created the need to reduce the volume of household waste. 

~ 

The Role of Recycling 

More and more, recycling is playing a role in solving community waste disposal problems. Many states, counties, cities and smaller 
communities are recognizing that recycling can noticeably reduce the volume of waste to be handled by landfills and incinerators. They 
note recycling can also save on landfill tipping fees and transportation costs, and reuse valuable natural resources, Many new laws, 
regulations and public education programs are designed to encourage consumer participation in community recycling projects. 

Recycling Plastic Bottles 

Plastic bottles are not a large part of the waste stream, but their use is growing. Currently almost a third of municipal waste is paper 
products, with another third being organic and food waste. Plastic materials of all kinds represent about seven percent, half of which is 
plastic packaging. Plastic bottles, however, are one of the components of household trash which can be recycled, along with newspapers, 
aluminum cans and glass containers. 

The predominant plastic recycling systems in place today are geared to handling separate plastic materials, which are primarily poly- 
ethylene terephthalate (PET) from soft drink bottles and high density polyethylene (HDPE) from milk bottles. Markets for these materials 
are well developed, and increased volume should be possible. This has come about because soft drink and milk bottles are readily 
identified by their size, shape and color, and are easily separated from other plastic bottles. They are also available in large volume, 
together representing more than one third of all plastic bottles. 

The remaining volume of plastic bottles are made from a variety of resin materials, including PET and HDPE. These, however, are not 
as readily identifiable by size and style, and are not easily separated for processing by the current recycling systems. The challenge to 
the plastics industry has been to assist in solving the solid waste disposal problem by finding a way to make these other plastic bottles, 
and other containers, more recyclable. 

Needs of Recyclers 

To determine the most appropriate way to aid recyclers and collectors to separate plastic containers for processing, a survey was 
conducted among a large portion of the recycling industry. The results indicated that while not all recyclers could handle sorting, a 
significant portion would benefit by having a system to visually identify container material. After evaluating various methods, this 
recommended system was determined to be the most practical and the most helpful to recyclers and collectors. 

The code system identifies the six most common plastic container materials, and applies to large containers representing perhaps 70% 
of all bottle resh. This is intended to encourage sorting which will result in reasonable volumes of higher value recycled material. All 
other large containers, including multi-material, can be grouped with smaller containers and can be recycled as “mixed” plastics. This 
is a recently-developed successful technology which is in use in some areas and is expected to grow. 

12 
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The plastic bottle material code system is designed to be 
easy to read at a glance and distinguishable from existing 
marks put on plastic bottles by manufacturers for use in 
processing and identification. The basic part of the system 
uses a triangular-shaped symbol composed of three 
arrows, with a specific number in the center to indicate 
the material from which the bottle is made. The number- 
material equivalents are these: 

1 - PETE = poly-ethylene terephthalate (PET)* 

2 - HDPE = high density polyethylene 

3 - V = vinyVpolyvinyl chloride (PVC)* 

4 - LDPE = low density polyethylene 

5 - PP = polypropylene 

6 - PS = polystyrene 

7 - OTHER = all other resins 

3.2 Voluntary Timing The material identification 
code is intended to be molded into all plastic bottles 
of appropriate size, including those made from 
existing molds. To accommodate this procedure 
without substantial disruption of production sched- 
ules, it is suggested that molds can generally be 
modified to add the code at a time they would be 
off-line for other reasons. The Plastic Bottle Institute 
is recommending conversion per the following 
schedule: 

NEW TOOLING - During fabrication 

EXISTING TOOLING - 
30% of current molds within 12 months 

60% of current molds within 24 months 

100% of current molds within 36 months 

3.3 Size Symbol size should be a minimum of 
112 inch and a maximum of 1 inch, for ease of 
reading at a glance and consistency. Smaller sized 
symbols may be used on bottles with special or 
restrictive base or bottom designs. Specific size 
recommendations are as follows: 

The number code is then supplemented by the common 
letter identification for the various resins under the symbol, 
to serve as a constant verification of the material sorted, 
and for additional identification of actual material when 
necessary. 

It is the iesponsibility of the container producer to select 
the appropriate code for bottles with base cups or other 
components of a secondary material. Where it is known 
that such a container is compatible in current recycling 
systems with other containers of the basic material, 
that basic material code may be used, even if applied 
to a base cup of the secondary material. Otherwise, 
code “74THER” should be used. 

The bottle code letters for polyethylene terephthalate and 
polyvinyl chloride are different from the standard industry 
identification letters in order to avoid confusion with 
registered trademarks. 

3.1 Application The material code should be molded 
into or imprinted on all plastic bottles 16 ounces 
and larger, on or as near to the bottom as is 
technically feasible. The minimum sized symbol will 
not fit smaller bottles, and recyclers have indicated 
the cost of sorting smaller bottles is greater than 
the value gained. 

1/2’Symbolfor16fl. oz. 
to 32 fl. oz. bottles 

PETE 

314” Symbol for 32 fl. 
oz. to 1 gal. bottles 

HDPE 

1” Symbol for 1 gal. 
and larger bottles 

V 
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~ methods, stamping or engraving, the selection depending 
on the mold material and the flatness of the bottom plate 
surface. 

4.1 Mold Stamping Some new and existing molds, 
with bottom plates which are not hardened, may be 
marked with a hardened stamp. (See illustration 
below.) 

Applying Mold Marking with Stamp 

Care should be taken to firmly hold the stamp, to 
insure a good impression of .010 to .012 in. depth 
for satisfactory readability of the molded symbol. 

Mold Stamped with Symbol 

Hardened stamps may be purchased from a quality 
engraving shop familiar with stamp fabrication tech- 
niques. Alternately, an experienced mold maker 

locating stamps. 

This method will not be satisfactory for molds where 
the minimum size symbol must be applied to a 
curved surface. Engraving must be used in this 
case. 

4.2 Mold Engraving Molds that have hardened 
bottom plates or pinchers, or where the surface to 
be marked is not flat, will not be able to be marked 
using the stamping method. These will need to have 
the symbol applied by engraving. 

Engraving Machine Application of Mark 

Engraving can be done by most mold makers, or 
by an engraving shop familiar with mold fabrication 
techniques for injection and blow molding. 

Master drawings for the creation of engraving mas- 
ters are included with this technical bulletin. The 
symbol drawing and numberdlettering drawing are 
separate, both at 8 x  scale for 1 / 2  symbol. Com- 
plete full scale photo masters are also included for 
convenient use for this or other purposes. 14 
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4.3 Bottle Appearance 

Finished Bottles with Molded Code 

5.0 IMPRINTING 

Under special circumstances where mold modification is 
not technically feasible, the symbol may be imprinted on 
the bottom of the container through the use of appropriate 
container marking or decorating equipment suitable for 
logos or special symbols. Care should be taken to use 
permanent inks, applied to bottom surfaces appropriately 
conditioned to retain the mark through the entire container 
handling system to the recycler. 

6.0 QUALIFICATIONS 

6.1 Implementation The Society of the Plastics 
Industry, Inc., (SPI) is promoting a voluntary guide- 
line for a plastic container material code system as 
a public service. The plastics and packaging indus- 
tries, recyclers and the general public will be in- 
formed of the system through news releases, copies 
of this technical bulletin, or other appropriate means. 
The system is available to any company or person 
to use as appropriate. However, use of the system 
is voluntary. SPI is not responsible for implemen- 
tation of the system by container producers or users. 
Proper use of the system is the sole responsibility 
of each manufacturer that chooses to use it. 

6.2 Recyclability of Containers Neither the 
recommendations of SPI to code containers by 
material, nor the presence of a resin code on a 
container, conveys any guarantee, either expressed 
or implied, that any particular container is suitable 
for recycling into any particular product. The suita- 

bility of a recycled resin for a particular application 
will depend upon the demand of the application and 
the nature of any contamination resulting from prior 
container use. Furthermore, even within a resin 
type, virgin materials are manufactured with specific 
properties to meet the needs of specific applications. 
It is expected that the initial market for recycled 
resins will be for those applications that are tolerant 
of the variations in properties that exist among the 
various resins of each type that are represented in 
the waste stream. 

6.3 Change in Material If the resin used to pro- 
duce a particular style of container is changed, it is 
the responsibility of the manufacturer to change the 
code to match the new resin. As noted above, use 
of the symbols on plastic containers is totally vol- 
untary, and producers are free to change resins for 
particular containers as they see fit. The code is 
intended to relate solely to the resin type from which 
the container is made, and does not relate to the 
contents of the container, its shape or appearance. 

6.4 Legal Status The plastic container material 
code guidelines are intended to promote uniform 
identification of resin materials in the absence of 
conflicting requirements. SPI does not guarantee 
that use of these guidelines will assure compliance 
with requirements of every jurisdiction that has 
adopted a resin coding law. Discrepancies that exist 
between state laws and the voluntary guidelines 
are highlighted in PBl’s “Report on State Laws, 
Plastic Container Material Coding” available from 
the SPI Literature Sales Department. 

~ 

15 



PBI - 24 

Locate symbol to not interfere with the full circular path of the decorating detent. Also, interfere as little as 
possible with the “clear area” customers may specify for product date coding or other purposes. 

BOTTOM VIEWS OF TYPICAL 16 02. BOTTLES 

OBLONG 

ROUND 

16 

SQUARE 
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PBI - 24 SECTION A-A 

~~ 

9.1 Symbol .010- mol2 

~ 

ALL CHARACTERS IN HELVETICA BOLD 
APPROXIMATE PRINTING 

SIZE OF POINT SIZE 

SYMBOL NUMBERS LETTERS 

112" 13 9 
314 20 13 
1" 26 17 

18 

500 

REFERENCE DRAWJNG FOR CONSTRUCTION OF ENGRAVING MASTER (SCALE 8 x 1 1 2  SYMBOL) 
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9.2 Numbers & Letters 

.122 - c .125 

.032 

E T 
P E 

REFERENCE DRAWING FOR CONSTRUCTION OF ENGRAVING MASTER (SCALE 8 x 1 / 2  SYMBOL) 19 



F 
1 

. -  

I 



I 

1 .o 

1275 K Street, N.W., Suite 400 
Washington, D.C 2OOO5 
(202) 371-5200 
FAX 371 -1 022 

RPCD-13-1989 
Revision 1 
October 1,1990 

~ 

~ 

Technical Bulletin 
Voluntary Guidelines 

Rigid Plastic Container Material Code System: 
Mold Modification Drawings 

PETE HDPE V LDPE PP PS OTHER 

1. pUrpor#1,..................................................... Page 1 

2 Background ................................................ Page 2 

6. Qualifications ............................................ Page 5 

7. Symbol SizdLocation Guidelines ........... Page 6 

3. Design and Usa. .......................................... Page 3 8. Photo Ma ............................................... Page 7 

symbor ..................................................... Page 9 
Numbers 6 Letters. ................................. Page 11 

4. Mold Modification ....................................... Page 4 9. Engraving Masters 

5. Impaintl ng.................................................... Page 5 

PURPOSE 

The Society of the Plastics Industry (SPI) has de- 
veloped a voluntary coding system for plastic 
containers, to identify material type. The purpose 
of coding is to assist recyclers in sorting plastic 
containers by resin composition. The system is 
intended for voluntary use by bottle and container 
producers, to be molded or formed or otherwise 
impMted onto the bottom surface of plastic con- 
tainers. 

This container coding system has been created and 
is recommended to the industry to provide a con- 
sistent national identification mark that meets the 

needs of the recycling industry, as defined by the 
recyclers and collectors themselves. The system is 
designed to be most convenient for the people 
who will sort containers, and is intended to avoid 
a complicated system which would require exten- 
sive worker training and possibly lead to confu- 
sion and/or mis-sorting. 

Given today’s national marketplace, it is crucial 
that the coding system be standardized nationally. 
The use of different code systems by various 
companies or states could significantly disrupt the 
flow of commerce. 

TO the best of our IcnowWge the information contained herein is accurate. However, The Society of the Plastics Industry, inc. assumes no liability whatsoever for the 
accxlracy or completeness of the information contained herein. Final determination of the suitability of any information or material for the use contemplated, the manner 
of we and whether there Is any infrlngement of patents is the sole responsibility of the user. 

This test method or practice may involve hazardous materials, operations and equipment. This test method does not purport to address all of the safety measures 
essodated with its use. It is the responsibility of the user of this method to establish appropriate safety and health practices and determine the applicability of any 
~fedwal, state, and local regulatoly limitatbna prior to use. 

COPYRIQHT Q lOgg by THE SOCIETY OF THE PLASTICS INDUSTRY, INC. 21 
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2.0 BACKGROUND 

- THE PROBLEM OF SOLID WASTE I 

One of the most pressing environmental issues is the mounting problem of solid waste disposal. Communities 
across the country are facing the issue of how to dispose of a growing volume of municipal waste efficiently and 
responsibly. In many areas, the lack of landfill space or proper incineration facilities has created the need to reduce 
the volume of household waste. 

-~ 

~ 

THE ROLE OF RECYCLLVG 

More and more, recycling is playing a role in solving community waste disposal problems. Many states, counties, 
cities and smaller communities are recognizing that recycling can noticeably reduce the volume of waste to be 
handled by landfills and incinerators. They note recycling can also save on landfill use fees and transportation 
costs, and reuse valuable natural resources. Many new laws, regulations and public education programs are 
designed to encourage consumer participation in community recycling projects. 

RECYCLZNG RIGID PLASTIC CONTAINERS 

Rigid Plastic Containers are injection molded or thermoformed containers used to package and deliver any 
product to a customer, including food service packages. Rigid plastic containers are not a large part of the waste 
stream, but their use is growing. Currently, almost a third of municipal waste is paper products, with another 
third being organic and food waste. Plastic materials of all kinds represent about seven percent of the municipal 
waste stream, half of which is plastic packaging. Plastic containers, however, are one of the components of house- 
hold trash which can be recycled, along with newspapers, aluminum cans and glass containers. 

The predominant plastic recycling systems in place today are geared towards handling separate plastic materials, 
which are primarily polyethylene terephthalate (PET) from soft drink bottle and high density polyethylene 
(HDPE) from milk bottles. Markets for these materials are well developed, and increased volume should be 
possible. This has come about because soft drink and milk bottles are readily identified by their size, shape and 
color, and are easily separated from other plastic containers. They are also available in large volume, together 
representing more than one third of all plastic bottles. 

The remaining volume of plastic containers are made from a variety of resin materials, including PET and HDPE. 
These, however, are not readily identifiable by size and style, and are not easily separated for processing by the 
current recycling systems. The challenge to the plastics industry has been to assist in solving the solid waste 
disposal problem by finding a way to make these other plastic containers more recyclable. 

NEEDS OF RECYCLERS 

To determine the most appropriate way to aid recyclers and collectors to separate plastic containers for 
processing, a survey was conducted among a large portion of the recycling industry. The results indicated that 
while not all recyclers could handle sorting, a significant portion would benefit by having a system to visually 
idenhfy container material. After evaluating various methods, this recommended system was determined to be 
the most practical and the most helpful to recyclers and collectors. 

~ 

The code system identifies the six most common plastic container materials, and applies to large containers 
representing perhaps 70 percent of all container resin. This is intended to encourage sorting which will result in 
reasonable volumes of higher value recyclable material. All other large containers, including multi-material, can 
be grouped with smaller containers and can be recycled as "mixed or "other" plastics. A recently-developed suc- 
cessful technology which makes use of these mixed plastics is in use in some areas and is expected to grow. 

22 
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normal reuse applications. Otherwise, use of the 
code "7 OTHER" is recommended. 

3.0 DESIGN AND USE 

The Rigid Plastic Container Material Code System 

plastic containers by manufacturers for use in 
processing and identification. The basic part of the 
system uses a triangular-shaped symbol composed 
of three arrows with a specific number in the 
center to indicate the material from which the 
container is made. The number-material equiva- 
lents are: 

1 = PETE (polyethylene terephthalate) (PET)' 

2 = HDPE (high density polyethylene) 

3 = V (vinyl/polyvinyl chloride) (PVC)' 

4 = LDPE (low density polyethylene) 

5 = PP (polypropylene) 

6 = PS (polystyrene) 

7 = OTHER 

The number code is then supplemented by the 
common letter identification for the various resins 
under the symbol, to serve as a constant verifica- 
tion of the material sorted, and for additional 
identification of actual material when necessary. 

Thecontainer code letters for polyethylene terephthalateand 
polyvinyl chloride are diferent from the standard industry 
identification letters in order to avoid confusion with regis- 
tered trademarks. 

3.1 Application 

3.1.1 Containers - The material code should be 
molded, formed or imprinted on all containers 
that are large enough to accept the 1 /2 inch-mini- 
mum size symbol. In any case, the symbol should 
be applied to all containers of eight ounce size or 
larger. The code should be on the bottom of the 
container, as close to the center as is feasible con- 
sidering design, other marks, and customer re- 
quirements for clear areas. Placing the code in a 
similar location on all containers will allow those 
sorting them to quickly locate the code and iden- 
hfy the material. 

Containers consisting of more than one resin may 
carry the code of the basic resin if the combination 
of materials is known to perform the same as the 
basic material in current recycling systems and 

23 

be applied to all lids of 50 in.2 or larger. The code 
should be applied on the top or the underside of 

may voluntarily put the code on lids smaller than 
50 in?, so long as the minimum 1 /2 inch symbol 
size is maintained. 

the lid, as close to the center as possible. Producers - .- 

~ 

3.2 Voluntary Timing 

The material identification code is intended to be 
molded or formed into all rigid plastic containers 
of appropriate size, including those made from 
existing molds. To accommodate this procedure 
without substantial disruption of production 
schedules, it is suggested that molds can generally 
be modified to add the code at a time they would 
be off-line for other reasons. However, the Rigid 
Plastic Container Division is recommending that 
all appropriate container and lid molds be modi- 
fied by JULY 1,1990. 

3.3 Symbol Size 

3.3.1 Containers - The size of the triangular 
arrow symbol should be a minimum of 1/2 inch 
and a maximum size of 2 inches, to which letters 
under the symbol are added, for ease of reading at 
a glance and for consistency. Smaller sized sym- 
bols may be used on eight ounce and larger con- 
tainers with special or restrictive base or bottom 
designs. This recommendation does not include 
using smaller sized symbols on containers less 
than eight ounces. Specific size recommendations 
are as follows: 

112 inch symbol for any 
container up to 34 fluid 

PETE 

314 inch symbol for 34 
fluid ounces up to one 
gallon containers 

HDPE 
1-2 inch symbol for one 
gallon and larger contain- 
ers, actual symbol size 
being proportionate to the 
size of the container 

1 bottom 

v 
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8 Ounce and 16 Ounce Rigid Plastic Containers With Molded Codes 

3.3.2 Lids - Symbol size should be a minimum 
of 1/2 inch on lids of 50 in.2 and a maximum size 
of two inches, the actual size being proportionate 
to the area of the lid. 

. 

4.0 MOLD MODIFICATION 

4.1 Containers 

New and existing molds used in either injection 
molding or thermoforming should be marked by 
one of several methods: stamping, engraving or 
sandblasting. The selection of the method de- 
pends on the material and the flatness of the mold 
surface and on the capabilities of the mold shop. 

4.1.1 Mold Stamping - Some new and existing 
molds, with mold surfaces which are not hard- 
ened, may be marked with a hardened stamp. 

Care should be taken to firmly hold the stamp to 
insure a good impression overall with sufficient 
depth for satisfactory readability of the molded 
symbol. This depth may be from .003 to .012 of an 
inch, depending on the contrast with the sur- 
rounding surface. 

Hardened stamps may be purchased from a qual- 
ity engraving shop familiar with stamp fabrica- 
tion techniques. Alternately, an experienced 
moldmaker may be consulted for assistance in 

making or locating stamps. 
This method will not be satisfactory for molds 
where the symbol must be applied to a curved 
surface. 

4.1.2 Mold Engraving - Molds that have hard- 
ened surfaces, or where the surface to be marked is 
not flat, will not be able to be marked using the 
stamping method. These will need to have the 
symbol applied by a different method such as 
engraving. 

Engraving can be done by most moldmakers or by 
an engraving shop familiar with mold fabrication 
techniques for injection molding and ther- 
moforming. 

Master drawings for the creation of engraving 
masters are included with this technical bulletin. 
The symbol drawing and numbers/letters draw- 
ings are separate, both at eight times scale for a 
1 /2 inch symbol. Complete full scale photo mas- 
ters are also included for convenient use for this or 
other purposes. 

~ 

4.1.3 Sandblasting - Sandblasting the symbol 
onto the mold can be done by most mold shops. - 

On some molds, particularly thermoforming 
molds, the mold surface is already sandblasted 
and the use of a sandblasted symbol would not be 
readily visible. When modifying existing 
sandblasted molds, the symbol should be engraved. 

2 4  
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For new molds, the symbol should be stamped or 
engraved prior to sandblasting the mold surface. 
The symbol should then be masked for urotection 

6.2 Recyclability of Containers 

Neither the recommendations of SPI to code con- 
4per&n. tainers by material, nor the presence of a resin code 

4.2 Container Lids 

Most new and existing molds for container lids 
should be marked by one of two methods, sand- 
blasting or polishing - the selection depending 
on the surface of the mold. When lids need to be 
clear for printing or decorating, they should not be 
stamped or engraved because these methods may 
have a tendency to disturb the surface. When 
decorating is not a factor, lid molds may be modi- 
fied by any appropriate means. 

Both sandblasted and polished molds may have a 
tendency to wear and may require increased main- 
tenance for continued clarity of the symbol. 

5.0 IMPRINTING 

Under special circumstances where mold modifi- 
cation is not technically feasible, the symbol may 
be imprinted on the bottom of the container or the 
top of the lid through the use of appropriate con- 
tainer marking or decorating equipment suitable 
for logos or special symbols. Care should be taken 
to use permanent inks, applied to surfaces appro- 
priately conditioned to retain the mark through 
the entire container handling system to the recy- 
cler. This method should not be used to mark the 
underside of lids where the contents of the con- 
tainer may come in contact with the imprint. 

6.0 QUALIFICATIONS 

6.1 Implementation 

The Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc., (SPI) is 
promoting a voluntary guideline for a plastic con- 
tainer material code system as a public service. 
The plastics and packaging industries, recyclers 
and the general public will be informed of the 
system through news releases, copies of this tech- 
nical bulletin, or other appropriate means. The 
system is available to any company or person to 
use as appropriate. 

However, use of the system is voluntary. SPI is not 
responsible for implementation of the system by 
container producers or users. Proper use of the 
system is the sole responsibility of each manufac- 
turer that chooses to use it. 

un a c " c r ,  m v s  any guaranteep3Eherex- 
pressed or implied, that any particular container is 
suitable for recycling into any particular product. 
The suitability of a recycled resin for a particular 
application will depend upon the demands of the 
application and the nature of any contamination 
resulting from prior container use. Furthermore, 
even within a resin type, virgin materials are manu- 
factured with specific properties to meet the needs 
of specific applications. It is expected that the 
initial market for recycled resins will be for those 
applications that are tolerant of the variations in 
properties that exist among the various resins of 
each type that are represented in the waste stream. 

6.3 Change in Material 

If the resin used to produce a particular style of 
container is changed, it is the responsibility of the 
manufacturer to change the code to match the new 
resin. As noted above, use of the symbols on 
plastic containers is totally voluntary, and produc- 
ers are free to change resins for particular contain- 
ers as they see fit. The code is intended to relate 
solely to the resin type from which the container is 
made, and does not relate to the contents of the 
container, its shape or appearance. 

6.4 Legal Status 

The plastic container material code guidelines are 
intended to promote uniform identification of resin 
materials in the absence of conflicting require- 
ments. SPI does not guarantee that use of these 
guidelines will assure compliance with require- 
ments of every jurisdiction that has adopted a 
resin coding law. Discrepancies that exist between 
state laws and the voluntary guidelines are high- 
lighted in Plastic Bottle Institute's "Report on State 
Laws, Plastic Container Material Coding" avail- 
able from the SPI Literature Sales Department. 

6.5 State Mandatory Coding Requirements 

Since this voluntary resin coding system was 
developed, a number of states have adopted 
mandatory resin coding requirements. SPI makes 
no representation, expressed or implied, that the 
voluntary system will satisfy specific state require- 
ments. Each manufacturer, distributor and user of 
rigid plastic containers is responsible for deter- 
mining the coding requirements and compliance 
deadlines applicable to it and the containers it 
makes, distributes or uses. 
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9.0 ENGRAVINGS MASTERS 
SECTION A-A 

ALL CHARACTERS IN HELVETICA BOLD 
APPROXIMATE PRINTING 

SIZE OF POINT SIZE 

SYMBOL NUMBERS LETTERS 

1 I 2  13 9 
314 20 13 
1" 26 17 

TYP 

. 098 RAD - TYP. 7 7 .045 RAD 

500 

2 8  REFERENCE DRAWING FOR CONSTRUCTION OF ENGRAVING MASTER (SCALE 8 X 1 / 2  SYMBOL) 
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29 REFERENCE DRAWING FOR CONSTRUCTION OF ENGRAVING MASTER (SCALE 8 x 112” SYMBOL) 
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CONNECTICUT 

Compliance Date: January 1, 1990, except manufacturers of 
plastic containers are only required to comply Itto the extent 
feasible." 

Beope: Plastic containers composed primarily of one or more 
plastics (not limited to thermoplastics) sold or offered for 
sale in Connecticut in sizes greater than 16 ounces. 
The law refers only to plastic bottles but does not define a 
bottle as having any particular shape. 

Required Codes: 
ture of the container must be identified. 

Note: 

The plastic material that is in the struc- 

Bote: The Commissioner of Environmental Protection has 
adopted standards for identification codes. 
tions became effective November 30, 1989 (see summary 
below). 

Regula- 

Required Symbol: None. 

Type and Location of CoBe: Affixed to bottle or container. 
Location not specified. 

Penalties: None Specified. 

Additional Information: 

Department of Environmental Protection 
165 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 
(203) 566-8722 

Attachment: CONN. GEN. STAT. ANN. 5 22a-255, 
October 1, 1988 
Regulations of Connecticut State 
Agencies 
S S  22a-255b-1 to 22a-255b-3 

' The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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u PLASTIC CONTAINER CODING SUMMARY 

~ _ _  __ 
Sumary  o f  Connect icut  Regulat ions 

1. Required Codes: 

Resin Type* 

Polyethy lene Terephtha 7 a te  
High Dens i ty  Polyethy lene 
Po lyv iny l  Ch lo r ide  
Low Dens i t y  Po 7 ye t  hy 7 ene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

2. 

3. 

4 .  

*/ 

Code 
Number 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

Code 
L e t t e r s  

PETE 
HDPE 

V 
LDPE 

PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A .  Sect ion  22a-255b-3(a)(2) r e s t r i c t s  the  use o f  codes 1 - 6  and t h e i r  
corresponding acronyms t o  conta iners  i n  which a f f i x e d  m a t e r i a l s  
and a d d i t i v e s  t h a t  are not w i t h i n  the  r e s i n  type  d e f i n i t i o n  do not 
exceed 10%. The s i n g l e  r e s i n  d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  p o l y v i n y l  c h l o r i d e  i s  
a " v i n y l  p l a s t i c .  ' I  Accord ing ly ,  i t  would appear t h a t  t h e  
a d d i t i v e s  requ i red  t o  change a PVC r e s i n  i n t o  " v i n y l  p l a s t i c "  
should be considered as p a r t  o f  t h e  s i n g l e  r e s i n  i n  determin ing 
compliance w i t h  the  ten  percent p u r i t y  requirement s ince  these 
a d d i t i v e s  are  w i t h i n  the  r e s i n  type  d e f i n i t i o n  for " p o l y v i n y l  
c h l o r i d e .  I' 

B. Base CUDS and labe ls :  PET so f t  d r i n k  b o t t l e s  w i t h  HDPE basecups 
s h a l l  be coded as PETE; o therwise,  a f f i x e d  ma te r ia l s  a re  subject  
t o  ten  percent p u r i t y  requirement. 

c. M u l t i l a y e r :  I nc lude  as "7-OTHER." 

Required Symbol: 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  arrowsl't 

Type and Locat ion  o f  Code: Numbers and l e t t e r s  must be a t  leas t  f i nch  i n  
h e i g h t ;  seven l e t t e r s  per inch i n  w i d t h ;  code s h a l l  be located on the  base 
o f  t he  con ta ine r ;  designed t o  be readable a t  a glance and t o  w i ths tand 
hand7 ing .  

"Code number may be placed w i t h i n  a t r i a n g u l a r  

Pena l t i es :  None Spec i f i ed .  

Each r e s i n  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  def ined by regu la t i on .  The term OTHER means 
(1) any o the r  s i n g l e  r e s i n  or (2) any m ix tu re  o f  p l a s t i c  res ins  o r  (3 )  any 
m u l t i p l e  layer  p l a s t i c  con ta in ing  layers  o r  b a r r i e s  o f  a ma te r ia l  o the r  than 
t h e  s i n g l e  r e s i n .  

t Denotes requirements t h a t  are cons is ten t  w i t h  t h e  SPI Voluntary  Code. 

@ The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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I 3/90 Revision 

December 19, 1989 CONNECTICUT LAW JOURNAL Page 1D 

ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS 
1 1 

Regulations and notices published herein, pursuant to Gen- 
d StatutCS &dun 4-1 68 and 4-1 73, are printed exactly as 
submittd by the f m r d i n g  agencies. These, being oj5ciu.l 
h m m b  submitted by the tGspoMible agencies, are m e -  

not,m&ject to editing by the Commission on Oj5aa.I 

I 1 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
~~ 

Plastic Bottle Coding 

Section 1: The Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies are amended 
by addition of the new sections 22a-255b-1 to 22a-255b-3, inclusive, as follows: 
See. 22.-255b-1. Dcfinitio~ 
At? used in &om 22a-255bl to 22a-255b-3, inclusive: 

rial thrn the plytic bottle itself. 
of sixtam ounces or more composed primarily of one or more plastics. 

resin. 
lene mth cahlp. 

“Plastic bottle” means a container, exclusive of closure, with a capacity 

“Polyethyiene terephthplpte” means a saturated, thermoplastic polyester 

“Potypmpylene” m c p ~ ~ b  a thermoplastic nsin made by polymerizing propy- 

“Polystyrene ’ means polymers of 
“Polyvinyl chloride” meam a v i n y l s c :  

(a) Code numbers and acronyms shall be designed to facilitate reading at 
8 glance, to Withstand container handling, and to be compati%le with process- 
ing systems. The code number and acron tihall be located on the base of 

r of an inch in height and at a scale of seven letters per inch in 

(b) The code numbers and acronyms shall be as follows: 
(1) For polyethylene terephthalate: the acronym “PETE” and the num- 

&C. 2286255b2. h i m  

the plastic bottle. Each code number an am acronym letter shall be at least ztff“t“ 
bcr “1 ” - -- 

(2) For high density polyethylene: the acronym “HDPE” and the num- 
ber “2.” 
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(3) For 
(4) F or p” ow density polyethylene: the acronym “LDPE” and the nun- 

ber “4.” 
(5) For polypropylene: the acronym “PP” and the number “5.” 
(6) For polystyrene: the acronym “PS” and the number “6.” 
(7) For other: the acronym “OTHER’ and the number “7.” 
(c) The code number may be placed within a triangular configuration of 

lyvinyl chloride: the acronym “V“ and the number “3.” 

arrows on a plastic bottle. 
See. 2%-25583. Application 

(a) Effective upon the date mandated by W o n  22a-255b of the Connect- 
icut General Statutes, any plastic bottle sold or offered for sale in Connecti- 
cut shall have imprinted or molded on its base a d e  number and acronym 
as i denaed  in Section 2%-255b-2 of the Regulations of Connecticut State 
Agencies. The code number and acronym applied to any plastic bottle shall 
be subject to verification upon written request of the Commissioner and shall 
correctly identdy the container mahiid composition consistent with the de& 
nitions in Section 22a-255b1 of the Reguiatrons of Connecticut State Agen- 
cies with the following exceptions: 

(1) Polyethylene terephfblate carbonated soft drink bottles with affixed 
high density polyethylene base cups shall utilize the acronym and code n u -  
ber in Subdivision 22a-255b2 (b) (1) of the Regulations of Connecticut State 
Agencies; and 

(2) Anv DMC bottle where the af6xed materials and additives other than 
the hgl; $astic resin bottle gtructure exceed ten percent by weight of the 
total mass, shall be coded with the d e  number and acronym specified in 
Subdivision 22a-255b-2 (b) (7) of the Regulations of Connecticut State 
Agencies. 

(b) Municipalities shall publicize the d e s  and acronyms in the context 
of their recycling progmn public education efforts. 

Statement of pprpoee: To estsblish standards for the wding of plastic 
bottles to faditate recycling in accordance with section 22a-255b (b) of the 
Connecticut General Statutes. 

Be it known th.t tbeforegoing raqrrl.tionr ue adopted bytbe d o d d  agency pursurnt 
to Sec 22.-25Sb of tbe canrzl Staacr, .hu publiation in tbe CoMCcticut Law J o d  on 
Ikccmbsr6,1988, o f t k  ootia oftbe proporrl bdoptarcb rqpkions, and tbe b o l a  of 
an 8th- 

t y d t b c S t . t c  
In W1tixm W h m d  Nonmkr 6,1989, M e  CMtbUr, Commirdnner. 

amended, csovrl StrMcs:  Nonmkr 7,1989. 
Approved by tbc LegiaMire Rcguirtion Rcricr Committee in rc9rdaace witb SCC. 4-170, 
u mended, of tba carurl S-: November 28,1989. 

Tao certil5d eopia receival and 5kd. .ad oae auh copy f d e d  to tbe Commission on 
acid Legal PU~WOM in romrdurc+ with SS. 4-172, u d d ,  of the Generrl Stat- 
*, ssvttry of t l ~  Strtc: November 34,1989. 

barinq 00 tbe 18tb day of Ju~uuy ,  1989. 
wbsrdorc. ~!kgoingrc!@u”-- &active rhcn6led with tbe !%at+ 

Appved by& At&-- ut0 a;lmcicocyb -& with k. 4-169,- 
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ENl'IR0hMENTA.L PROTECTION 

8 -265. D d b L k i O N  
(a) As ulcd in Kctiom 22n-255a to 22r-wc, inclusive: 
(1) l'Bevcmge's meam beer or other molt'bevemges and mined w4tm,  rodr water 

(2) "F'pkrtic bottJe" means s container with 4 -pa& of sixteen 001)0c1 or more 

(3) "Closure" means a smew on or Wst off cap wed to elwe 4 container when such 

and a r b o ~ t d  soft drinkr in liquid form md intended for human conrumption; 

oompomi primvily of one or more plutica; urd 

cap k not integml to tbc rtruehve of the contriner. 
(1988, P A  ES-Sl, 4 18. df. Oa 1, 1868.) 

4 -8- &la of e v W n  k v r m g e  containen prohibited 
No penon rhdl wll or offer for sale m y  bevemge container compored of one or more 

p b t i a  if the buic  structure of the container, exclwive of the cloaurr, .Lo includes 
duminum or -1. 
(1969, P A  

# -. Identinotion code RCrpWonr 
(a) 00 01 dter Januup 1,1990, my pksth bottk mold or offersd for u l c  in thir rbte 

shall bear .D idcntificaei0D code indicating the plastic material that ir in tbe r t " e  of 
tbe bow. 

130 

14, eff. OcL 1, loeS.) 
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(b) The commissioner of envkonmental p r o ~ n  BW establish by rtphlh~ 
adopted in accordance with chapter 64’, rtrodvdr for the identifiatjon code rod 
provbiom for providing comumen nitb an expknrtioD of tbc d e .  In adopting ruch 
rtgulatiom and to promote u n i f o r m i ~  of coding md sepvotion of plutic bottles by 
xnateriol for recycling, the commissioner rhn consult 6th ~ruouf.cauCn of pkrtic 

l i v g  of recyckn. 
(c) On or .Iter Jmupry 1,1990, rod to the extent feuibk, erch mmufacturu of plutic 

bottled with 8 capacity of rLxtecn ouncea or more wld or offered for uk in thir state rhll  
ai5i to each p lu tk  bowe UI idcntifikdon code indicating the pkrtic materid that L in 
the rtructure of the bottle. 
(1988, PA. 88-291, j lS, aff. oet 1,1988.) 

~ 

b o t h ,  Offkhb Wkh rCquktorg authority Over Ph8- b O h  8Dd r r g M U f . -  ~ 

‘s.ction c166 et Mq. 

1 22ad5!k Symbolr indicating peckaging L mcyckble or .udc d meyeled aukrLl 
“be commjasioner of environment.1 protection m y  requh that rymbob be pkoea on 

packages bold or offered for rrk in the state indicating tbe prcl.qing ir recyclable or 
d e  of recycled material when uniform ~ p b o l r  are approved by the rtrtcr of Maine, 
New Hamphire, Vennonf M ~ ~ u n e t t a  md Rbde Irkod. 
(I988, PA. 8s291, i 16, di. oet 1,1988.) 

C H A F E R  446e 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT SERVICES ACX’ 
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PLASTK: CONTAINER CODING SUMMAFIY 

1. Compliance Date: July 1, 1991 

2 .  Scope: Plastic bottles and plastic containers (not limited 
to thermoplastics) distributed, sold, or offered for sale in 
Maine: 

~ 

TvDe Size 

Plastic Bottles -- Container 16 ounces to 5 gallons t 
with neck smaller than its 
body and accepts a closure. 

Risid Plastic Containers -- 8 ounces to 5 gallons t 
Other than a plastic bottle, 
that retains the same shape 
when filled or empty. 

3. Required Codes: 

Resin Type 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low- Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

Code Code 
Number t Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A.  Base CUDS and labels: No provision. t 
B. Multilaver: Include as 117-OTHER.1t 

4. Required Symbol: None: No label may include a chasing arrow 
or any other configuration of arrows to indicate recyclable 
materials or products with recycled content.*/ 

This provision has a conditional effective date; it does not 
become effective unless the Attorney General certifies, prior to 
January 1, 1991, that 6 of the following states have also banned 

(cont inued. . . ) 
t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The PLast ics  Industry, Inc. 
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PLASTIC CONTAINER CODING SUMMARY 

~~ 

~ 

~ ~ -5. Required Location of SWOI: M olded, imprinted or raised 
symbol on or near the bottom of the bottle or container. 

6. Penalties: A violation shall be punishable by a civil penal- 
ty of not more than $100: each container in violation consti- 
tutes a separate offense. Enforced by the Maine Waste Man- 
agement Agency, Office of Waste Reduction and Recycling. 

7. Additional Information 

Ms. B. J. Jones 
Department of Economic and 
Community Development 

Office of Waste Reduction and 
Recycling 

Statehouse Station 130 
Augusta, Maine 04333 
(207) 289-6800 

8. Attachment: Sec. 16.32 MRSA c.26 51721, July 12, 1989 

9 (. . .continued) 
such symbols: New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 
Delaware. None of the listed states have banned such symbols. 
Furthermore, because the RIS is not meant to imply that the coded 
product will be recycled or contains recycled materials, this 
provision might not have had any bearing on the use of the RIS. 

@ The Society of The P l a s t i c s  Industry, Inc. 
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MAINE 

8 .  E n s u r e .  t o  t h e  "um e x t e n t  e c o n o m i c a l l y  f e a s i b l e .  thhf; 
J t  D L U G b a s ~ s  a o o d s *  s u p D l l e s  eauiDment ,  m a t e r  i a 1s a a  

t mav be recvcled o r  r e u s e d  when s u c h  a o o d s L  
u i p m t ,  m a t e r i a l s  and D r w a  a re  d i s c a r d e d .  

a orefermce f o r  Daper w i t h  r e c m e d  c o n t e a  
t e n t  w i t h  t h e  s t a n w d s  m e d  f o r  s t a t e  a a e n c i e s  

ur ler  T i t l e  5 ,  s e r t i o n  1812-R:  and 

T h e  D r o  
ea 

v i s i q n s  o f  t h i s  sectiqn 

ramS 
i s t e r e d  bv r e a i o n a l  c o u n c i l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  Dursuant  t o  c h a D t e I  

119. 

Sec. 16. 32MRSAc.26 i s  e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :  

CODING OF PLqSTIC C0NTAWB.S 

1. D e f l n l t i o m  . . .  
As v s e d s t h i s t e r .  unless t h e  r o n t e x t  o t h e r w i s e  

tes .  t h e  f o u w i n m  ha  V e fhe f o l l o w i n a  m e a n i n a s .  

2 .  P l a s t i c  cont-. s t i c  c a n t  a i n e r  a .I means a nv 
b o t t l e .  c a n .  j a r .  c a s e .  D W a e  or  o t h e r  r e u D t a c l e  i n t e n d e d  t o  

o ld .  c a r r y .  o r  e n c l o s e  f l u i d s ,  f p o d  items o r  nonfpod p r o d u c t s  
a t  1s c w o s e d  Dr-lv of  D l a s t i c  resins, i m l u d i n a .  but 

n o t  l i m i t e d  t o .  ~ l a S + i c  resins l is ted i n  s e c t i o n  1 7 L  
. .  

6 4 - 1 0 6 2 ( 2 9 )  
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3. laid Dlastic c o n w r .  . .  WR'a'd lastic contaimr" 
ns any formed or molded Dlastic c o n t a a r ,  exceDt Dlastic 

bottles, with a caDacitv not less than 8 fluid o w e s  and not 
n t h n n  6 nlll~)ns t b 4  rntq-nc t sh n ,r fiill ~ f .  

-enuL.L ~~ 

l= La&ls. The label shall a m e a r  on the bottom of the 
plast1c bottle or D l u t l C  P O W  and be clearly 
visible. This label shall comist of a &er with letters 
a e r ,  The &ers and letters shall be as 
follows: 

A .  For Dolvethvlene tereohthalate. the letters "PETE" and 

tv Dolvethvlene. the letters "HDPE" and 
the num&er 7: 

C. For vinyl, the l e t t e r p e r  "V" 3 :  

D. For low-densitv Dolvethv-e, the letters **LDPE** and t h e  
ber 4; 

E *  For DO&DrODvJJm the number 5 :  N W  

F. For mlvsfvrene. the letters "PS" thenumber 6: OE. 

G *  For any other Dlastic r&ns, i n r m a  m u l t i w e r ,  t h e  
er 7, 

Po label mav include a ch-a arrow svmbol .or any o t h e r ;  
Gonfiauration of arrows to indicate recvclahle materials or 
products with recycled content 

S1725. PmaltieS 

1. c ivil violation. A v i o l a i  
civil violation for which a forfeiture of not more than $100 may 
be adiudaed. 

65-1062(29) 
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SeDa r ate violation. 
titutes a seDarate offense. 

L n t  A a e m .  Office of Waste Reduction 
force r u e s  -a the 

but not R z n a  d to, 
srlteria for labelina c o n t a b r s  made 0-n one Dlastic 

In W n a  rules. the office -11 consult wifb the 
Paste Manaaement A d v i s w  C o o t  of uriculture. 
Food and m a 1  Resources. Dlastic container manufacturers and 

the recvclina W t r v .  Rules shall be adoDted 

. .  

. .  3 of Title 5 .  ChaDter 1 7 5 ,  

Sec.17.36MRSAs5219-C is enacted to read: 

Solid waste reduc- c r u  

meanina as in Title 26, 
b e c a n  1043. 

1 
tion 1303 - C. 

ctures, m a c h w v  or devices, sinalv or in combination. 
desianeil and reauired to seDarate. D W ~ .  modifv. convert 

eat or reDair solid waste generated by the w v i n a  unif; 
so that W o n e n t  materials or s-tances or recoverable 

a1 or for Drorlurtive 

( 2 )  Containers f o r  the source -on C teJnDorary 
~ S t . h e  emplovina unit 01 

lovees , 

2. Credit allowed. A w a v e r  constitutina an em~lovinq 
t who DUfchases waste reduction, r u e  or r e r v c a a  - eauigment, 

pr other ea-t used exclusivelv bv that U t .  in the 
entafjon of a solid waste reduction. reuse or recvclinq 

Proaram. shall he entitled to a credit aaainst the fax imDoSed bv 
Part eaual to 30% of the cost of the machinery o r  eauiDment. 

66-1062(29) 
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additive to asphalt concrete, which would utilize waste tires. 
The report shall include, but shall not be limited to, the 
following: 

A .  Evaluating how effective the use of ground tire rubber 
has been in providing acceptable properties in asphalt 
concrete mix; 

~~ 

~~ 

B. Determining effects and procedures for recycling asphalt 
containing ground tire rubber; 

C. Determining the amount of ground tire rubber that may be 
used in road construction and the expected cost of that use; 

D. Identifying changes needed in departmental and local 
government specifications and procedures to allow for the 
use of ground tire rubber from waste tires in asphalt 
concrete pavements; and 

E. In conjunction with the Department of Environmental 
Protection and the Office of Waste Reduction and Recycling, 
the inventory of discarded tires in the State. 

3. All state agencies shall cooperate with the Department 
of Transporation in carrying out this section. 

Sec. 19. Conditional effective date. Title 32, section 1724, shall 
become effective if the Attorney General certifies, prior to 
January 1, 1991, that 6 of the states listed below have banned 
the use of ancillary symbols, described in Title 32, section 
1724, in labels on rigid plastic containers.. The states are: 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware. 

PART D 

Sec. 1. 28-A MRSA 81651, sub-$1, I C  is enacted to read: 

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA $1862, sub-81, as amended by PL 1987, c . 649, S1, 
is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

1-. Beveraae. I erage" m e w s  beer, ale or other drink 
p r o d u c a  bv f e r m e n t i n a s ,  w d .  wine coolefs. soda O L  
DoncarhQnated all a1c-c carbonated O L  

tended for internal 

. .  

rived ara8ucrs. 

68-1062 (29) 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

1. Compliance Date: July 1, 1991 

2 .  Saope: All plastic bottles and containers that can be shaped 
by flow distributed, sold or offered for sale in Massachu- 
setts unless exempted by regu1ation.v 

ZYRs Size 
tic Bottle s -- Container 16 ounces to 5 gallons t 

with neck smaller than its 
body and accepts a closure. 

lastic Containers -- 
Other than bottle; intended 
for single use; inflexible 
finite shape. 

3 .  Requited Codes: 

Resin Type 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

8 ounces to 5 gallons t 

Code 
“ b e r t  

Code 
Letters t 
PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

The Division of Solid Waste Management is authorized to 
promulgate regulations that exempt certain containers, including 
but not limited to: (1) readily identifiable plastic bottles and 
rigid plastic containers; (2) plastic bottles and rigid plastic 
containers for which there is no technological capability for 
recycling, reclamation or reuse; and (3) plastic bottles and 
rigid plastic containers for which recycling, reclamation or 
reuse is not economically feasible. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

’ The Society of The P l a s t i c s  Industry, Inc. 
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PLASTIC CONTAINER CODING SUMMARY 

- 

A. Base CUDS and labels: Plastic bottles or rigid plastic 
containers with labels and base cups of a different 
material shall be coded by their basic material. t 

B. Multilayer: Include as "7-OTHER. 

4. Required Symbol: RIS; Size not specified. t 
5. Type and Location of CoUe: Molded imprint or raised symbol 

on or near the bottom of the bottle or container. 

6. Penalties: None specified. 

7. Additional Information: 

Department of Environmental Protection 
Division of Solid Waste Management 
One Winter St. 
4th floor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
Michael H. King, Recycling Director 
(617) 292-5961 

8. Attachment: MASS. GEN. L. ch. 94 5321 (1989), June 21, 
1989 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

* The Society of The Plast ics Industry, Inc. 
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MASSACHUSEnS 

t n c  C O M U O N Y ~ A L T H  O F  W A S L A C H U L E T Z S  

- -  __ ._ 
~ ~ ~ €n the Year One thousand Nine Hundred and Cighty-nine 

AW ACT RELATIVE TO LABELING OF PLASTIC BOTTLES AND CONTAINERS. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hotire of Reprerentatfves i n  General Court 

assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows: 

SECTION I .  Sectlon 121 of chapter 94 of the General Laws, as appearing In 

the 1986 Offlclal Cditlon, Is hereby amended by Insertlng after the deflnltlon 

of -Dlstrlbutor' the following four deflnltlonrr- 

-Label-, a molded Imprint or raised symbol on or near the bottom of a 

plastlc product. 

-Plastic', any material made of polymeric organlc compoundr and additlves 

that can be shaped by flou. 

-Plastic bottle., a plastlc container that has a neck that Is ruller than 

body of the contalnrr, accepts a scrrwtyper snap cap or other closure and the 

has a capaclty of slxteen fluld ounces or more, but less than flve gallons. 

-Rigid plastic container-, any formed or molded container, other than a 

bottle, Intended for slngle use, composed prrdominantly of plastic resin and 

havlng A relatively Inflrrible flnlte shape or form wlth a capaclty of eight 

Ounces or .ore but less than flve gallons. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter PI Is hereby further amended by lnsertlng after 

sectlon 323, i s  so apperrlng, the foilowing rectionr- 

Sectlon 323A.  No person shall dlstrlbute, sell or offer for sale any 

plastlc bottle or rl9id plastic contalner, or any product in ruch a bottle Or  

contalner, unless ruch product bottle or contalner Is labeled with a code In- 

dicatlng the plastic resln ured to produce the bottle or container. Plastlc 

bottles or r i g l d  plastic contalners with labels and basecups of a dlfferent 

the apex Of each polnt of the triangle at the midpoint 

wlth short radlur. The arrowhead of each arrow rha 

each side of the trlan410 with a short gap rrpanr:lnj 

r a t r r l a l  @hall be coded by thelr brslc uterlai. Such code shall conrlst of a 

number placed within a trlangle of arrows and letters placed below the trian- 

g1e of arrowr. The triangle shall be ~qullrteral, formed by three arrows ulth 

arrow, rounded 

the midpoint of 

n t r i  from the 

of each 

1 be at 

:he po 
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base of the adjacent arrow. The t r i a n g l e ,  foraed by the three arrows curved 

a t  their aidpoints shall depict a clockwise path around the code number. The 

numbers and letters used shall be as follou~: 

r a i  'i' 

(b) '2 '  - HDPE (high denrlty polyethy1ene)r 

-~ ~ ~ 

(c) '3' - V (vinyl): 

( d )  - 4 '  - LDPE (low density 
(e) '5' - PP (polypropylene 
(f) '6' - PS (po1ystyrene)i 

 polyethylene)^ 

(9) '7' - OTHER (Include8 aulti-layer). 

SECTION 3 .  Sectlon 326 of raid chapter 94, ar so appearlng, Is hereby 

amended by adding the following paragraphr- 

Said secretary rhall determlne through rules and repulrtions which plastlc 

bottles and rlgld p l a s t l c  containerr aay be exempt from the labeling require- 

ments of section three hundred and twenty-throe A ,  including but not limited 

to the following: 

( 1 )  readlly Identifiable plastic bottler and rlgid plastlc contalnerr; 

( 2 )  plastlc bottler and rigid plastic containers for vhlch there Is no 

technological capability for recycllng, reclrnatlon or reuse; and 

( 3 )  pla8tlC bottles and rigid plastic containers for vhlch reeycllng, 

reclamation or reuse is not econonlcally feasible. 

SECTION 4. The provisions of thls act shall take effect on July flrrt, 

nlneteen hundred and ninety-one. 

Passed to be enacted, sfip&p,&2& Speaker. 

In Senate, June g , 1989. 

ternor. 
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P m  CONTAINER CODING 

. 

* NEW HAMPSHIRE 
~~ ~ ~~ 

New Hampshire has not enacted a plastic container coding law like 
the others presented in this manual. Instead, New Hampshire has 
adopted "An Act Relative to a Recycling Logo,'' which requires New 

recycle logo which may be used on recycled or recyclable con- 
tainers. 
adopted under the law shall not interfere with the use of SPI's 
resin identification symbol. 

Hampshire's Department of Environmental Services to establish a - 

The law explicitly provides that standards to be 

Attachment: N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. $j 149-N (1989) 
(HB 605-N attached) 

The Society of The P las t ics  Industry, Inc. 
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3268B 
89-0758 
04 
37/36 

EB 605-FN 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

In the year of Our Lord one thousand 
nine hundred and eighty-ainc 

AN ACT 

relative to a recycling logo. 

Be it Enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repteeen- 
tatives in General Court convened: 

31 %' 1 New Chapter; Recycling. Amend RSA by inserting after chapter 149-M 

the following new chapter: 

CH4PTER 149-N 

RECYCLING Loco 

149-N:l Recycling Ingo Ertablirhed. The department of environmental 

rerv icer  rhall ertablirh the international 3 urow recycling emblem with a 

derignation of whether the item on which it is placed i r  recycled or 

recyclable material. This emblem rhall  be the exclusive rymbol for use on 

material which is authorized to be so labeled under thir chapter. 

149-N:2 Definitions. In this chapter: 

I. "Recyclable material" means any material which is identified as 

recyclable material by the department of environmental services in 

accordance with rules adopted by the commissioner of environmental 
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! 
HB 605-FN 

bever8ge Cont.iners, p l a s t i c  milk containers, p l a s t i c  s o f t  d r i n k  

containers, ntwrpaptr, t i n  coated r t e c l  cans and s t e e l  cans, aluminun, 

corrugated c8rdboard. m d  mixed o f f i c e  p 8 p t r .  

11. "Recycled material" means any material which i s  produced of 

material with at  least 50 percent port-consumer amterial .  

111. "P~r t - consmer  material" means only those products generated by 

e i t h e r  8 comerc ia1  e n t i t y  o r  consume* hich have served the i r  intended end 

uses and which have been separated; o r  diverted from ro l id  waste f o r  t h e  

purposes of co l lec t ion ,  recycling, and disposit ion.  

169-N:3 Logo Ure Restr ic ted.  Unauthorized use of o r  ut of the logo 

contrar]r t o  the  rules adopted pursuant to  t h i s  sect ion shall cons t i tu te  an 

rmfair uad deceptive tr8de p rac t i ce  withia the meaning of RSA 358-A:2. Any 

r igh t  o r  remedy ret f o r t h  i n  RSA 3 5 8 4  may be w e d  t o  enforce t h e  provision 

of t h i r  chapter. 

1694:4 Rulemaking Authority. 

I. The c-irrioaer of environmental rervicer  shall adopt miles, 

under RSA 5 4 1 4 .  which ertablirh: 

( 8 )  Standard, t o  be met t o  qualify products as compored of 

recycled o r  recyclable materials. These r tmdardr  shall not i n t e r f e re  o r  

prohibi t  the placement of the  uniform p la s t i c  res in  content code f o r  

p h t i c  b o t t l e r  m d  containers  of the Society of the P las t ics  Industry, 

Inc. (SPI) on materials covered by t h i s  chapter. 

(b) Requirements t o  be m e t  f o r  display of t h e  logo on products. 

I f .  The r tmdards  and requirements adopted under t h i s  sect ion shall 
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HB 605-FN 

- 3 -  
coordinate with those of the Northeast Recycling Council of the Council of 

State G W f ~ e n t S ,  and coordinate w i t h  those standards and requirements 

developed by a l l  the northeastern states ,  when possible. 

31 0.' 2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage. 
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PLASTK: CONTUNER C o w 0  SWMAFIY 

New York has not enacted a plastic container coding law like the 
others presented in this manual. Instead, New York has adopted a 
broader law to promote recycling of solid waste. 
directs New York's Bureau of Waste Reduction and Recycling to 
establish a recycle log which may be used on recycled or recycla- 
ble containers that meet applicable criteria. 

Attachment: N.Y. CLS ECL s 27-0717 

That law 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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NEW YORK 

ENYIRONMENTAL CONSERVAmON LAW 

0 274717. Bureau of waste reduetion and recycling ~ 

1. The commissioner, with the approval of the director of the division of 
the budgef shall establish within the department a bureau of waste 
reduction and recycling. Such btueau shall be a “te entity to aseiist in 
the development and promotion of local waste reduction, source clepadi~n 
and recycling programs. Such programs shall promote the source 6eppra- 
tion, collection, intermediate processing and marketirrgof waste materials 
that are now being disposed of as municipal solid waste in New York state. 
The bureau shall: 

(a) promote the development and implementation of programs by munick 
palitiea; 

(b) sewe as a clearinghouse for information regarding existing source 
separation and recycling programs; 

(c) identify special needs and problems in developing and implementing 
source separation and recycling programs, and recommend approaches and 
solutions to address such identified needs and problems; and 

(d) coordinate its activities with other solid waste assistance programs of 
the deparhnent 

2. Pursuant to regulations promulgated in accordance with the state 
administrative procedure act, the bureau shall establish an official state 
recycling emblem and conduct a consumer awareness program with respect 
thereto. Such emblem shall be of a design to include terms or symbols for 
“New York State”, and “recyclable” and/or “recycled” and/or “reuseable”. 
Standards for such terms or symbols shall be developed pursuant to 
regulations which with respect to (a) “recyclable” shall address material 
for which technologies or systems for reuse as a secondary material exist; 
and (b) “recycled” shall address material containing a specified minimum 
percentage by weight of secondary materials content; and (c) “reusable” 
shall a d k  ability to be repeatedly retumed for refilling or reuse with 
the original product. Further, such regulations may stipulate prohibitions 
on the unauthorized use of the state recycling emblem. 

3. The bureau shall implement and conduct a program of public edu- 
cation and information to inform the public and private sectors of the state 
aa to the merita of the use of secondary materiala and for consumers to 
actively seek consumer products which contain secondary materials or 
which are easily recycled or reused. Such program shall communicate the 
importaace of minimizing the need for new solid waste disposal capacity 
and of conserving natural resources, avoiding harm to the environment or 
public health, and promoting resource conservation, recovery and reuse by 
industry, the state of New York, public and quasi-public agencies and 
authorities, local governments and the general public of the state. 

4. The bureau shall be responsible for the administration of the New 
York state local resource reuse and development program established 
pursuant to sections 27-0403 and 27-0405 of this article. 
(Added L.1988, c 70, Q 13.) 

Effective W, Rula and Regula- 
tioar Section eff. May 51988, provid- section 274106. 
ed d e a  .nd regnktio~ ~ c e c ~ l v y  for 
impkmenhtion am completed on or k 
fore JUL 1,1989, punurat  to Kction 29 

of L1988. c. 70, set out as a note under 

Separability of Pmvisionr See sec- 
tion 28 of L.1988, c. 70, aet out as a note 
under section 274106. 
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OMTAlNER CODING SUMMARY 
-. 

1. Compliance Date: January 1, 1991 

2. Bcope: Plastic containers distributed, sold, or offered for 
sale in Rhode Island: 

!uEe Size 

piaid Plastic Containers -- 
Formed or molded container, 
intended for single use, composed 
predominantly of plastic resin, 
relatively inflexible, finite 
shape. 

8 ounces to 5 gallons t 

plastic Bottles -- Container 
with a neck smaller than its 
body; accepts a screw-type, 
snap-cap, or other closure. 

16 ounces to 5 gallons t 

3 .  R e q u i r e d  Codes: 

Resin Type 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

Code Code 
Number t Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base CUDS and labels: Containers with labels and 
basecups shall be coded by their basic material. t 

B. Nultilaver: No provision. 

4 .  R e q u i r e d  Symbol: RIS; size not specified. 

5. Type  and Location of Symbol: Molded imprint or raised symbol 
on the bottom of a plastic product unless the manufacturer 
demonstrates the reasonable necessity for an alternative 
location, in which case, it shall be near the product bottom. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

?he Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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6. Penalties: No provision. 

7. Additional Information: 

Ms. Jan Aceti 
Department of Environmental Management 
Office of Environmental Coordination 
83 Park Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 
(401) 277-3434 

8. Attachments: R.I. Gen. Laws 5 23-18.15-1 et seq. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The PLastics Industry, Inc. 
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56 PLASTIC BOTIZE AND CONTAINER W E L I N G  ACT 23-18.181 

LulQrlof- 
P.L. 1990, ch. 3w,4 1. 

23-18.14-5. Enforcement. - (a) The diFector or his or her duly 
authorized agent is authorized to assess administrative penalties for 
violations of this chapter, in accordance with the provisions of chap 
ter 17.6 of title 42. 

(b) In addition to any administrative penalty, the director may 
institute a civil action in the name of the state, in a court of compe- 
tent jurisdiction, for injunctive relief, to eqjoin and restrain viola- 
tions of this chapter. 

Ellrby of M o a  
P.L. 1990, ch. 397, i 1. 

23-18.14-6. Severability. - If any part or provision of this chap 
ter or the application thereof to any person, entity, or circumstances 
be judged invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such judg- 
ment shall be confined in ita operation to the part of or provision of 
or application directly involved in the controversy in which such 
judgment has been rendered and shall not affect or impair the valid- 
ity of the remainder of this law or the application thereof to other 
persons, entities, or circumstances. 

Hirtorgr of sectioa 
P.L. 1990, ch. 397, 0 1. 

CHAPTER 18.15 
PLASTIC BOTTLE AND CONTAINER LABELING ACT 

[Effective January 1, 19911 

"ON. SWl'lON. 
23-18.15-1. Definitions. 23-18.15-3. Regulation& 
23-18.15-2. Labeling requirement.. 

23-18.151. Detinitio~. [Effective January 1, 1991.1 - As 
used in this chapter: 

(a) "Label" meane a molded imprint or r a i d  symbol on the bot- 
tom of a plastic product, unless the manufacturer demonstrates the 
reasonable necessity for an alternate location, in which case it shall 
be near the product bottom. 
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23-18.16-2 HEALTHANDSAFETY 56 

(b) Tlastic” means any material made of polymeric organic com- 
pounds and additives that can be shaped by flow. 

(c) “Plastic bottle” means a plastic container that has a neck that 
ia smaller than the body of the container, accepts a screwtype, snap 
cap or other closure and has a capacity of sixteen (16) fluid ounces or 
more, but lesa than five (5) gallons. 

(d) “Rigid plastic container” means any formed or molded con- 
tainer, other than a bottle, intended for single we, composed pre- 
dominantly of plastic resin and having a relatively inflexible finite 
shape or form with a capacity of eight (8) ounces or more but less 
than five (5) gallons. 

Htbyd&etlon. effective dab of this &on me the note un- 
der this name heading following the chapbr 
analysis. 

P.L. 1990, ch. 270, 0 1. 
Delayed Edtdve  Dah For the delayed 

23-18.162. Labeling requirements. [Effective January 1, 
1991.1 - No person shall distribute, sell or offer for sale any plastic 
bottle or rigid plastic container, or any product in such a bottle or 
container, unleee such product bottle or container is labeled with a 
code indicating the plastic resin used to produce the bottle or con- 
tainer. Plastic bottles or rigid plastic containers with labels and 
basecups of a different material shall be coded by their basic mate- 
rial. Such code shall consist of a number placed within a triangle of 
arrows and letters placed below the triangle of arrows. The triangle 
shall be equilateral, formed by three arrows with the apex of each 
point of the triangle at the midpoint of each arrow, rounded with a 
short radius. The arrowhead of each arrow shall be at the midpoint 
of each side of the triangle with a short gap separating the pointer 
from the base of the aaacent arrow. The triangle, formed by the 
three arrows curved at their midpoints shall depict a clockwise path 
around the code number. The numbers and letters used shall be as 
follows: 

(a) Y” - PETE (polyethylene terephthalate); 
(b) 2” - HDPE (high density polyethylene); 
(c) “3” - V (vinyl); 
(d) “4” - LDPE (low density polyethylene); 
(e) “6” - PP (polypropylene); 
(0 n6” - PS (polystyrene); 
(e) ”I” - OTHER. 

Delayed Effective D a h  For the delayed 
effective dab of this section me the note UII- 
der this heading followhg the chaptar 
d y s i s .  

-tow&- 
P.L lsso, &. no, i 1. 
-m NOW h d by P.L. 

1990, ch. 270, i 1, the word ”midpoint“ in the 
~~tenl!econtainadamirrpall ine. 
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57 SOLID WASTJ! MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 23-19-28.1 
- - 

23-18.163. Regulations. [Effective January 1,lsSl.l- The 
director of the Fthode bland department of environmental manage- 
ment shall determine through rules and regulations which plastic 
bottles and rigid plastic containers may be exempt from the labeling 
requirements of 0 23-18.15-2 including but not limited to the follow- 
ing: 
(1) readily identifiable plastic bottles and rigid plastic containers; 
(2) plastic bottles and rigid plastic containers for which there is no 

technological capacity for recycling, reclamation or reuse; and 
(3) plastic bottles and rigid plastic containers for which recycling, 

reclamation or reuse is not economically feasible. 

* 

"tory of section. 

1990, 

Llative wrvicaa, pursuaut to 0 43-2-2.1, the 
compiler substituted the pnwcnt &on ref- 
erenw. 

Delayed Effective D a b .  For the delayed 

P.L. 1990, ch. 270, 0 1. 
Compiler's N o h .  An enacted by P.L. 

270, 0 1, the first P P h  con- 
tained a reference to 0 23-18.13-2. Ln order to e f f d v e  &te of the note uIL- 
reflect the designation of thin chapter from 
Chapter 18.13 to Chapter 18.15 by the law 
revision officer of the joint committee on leg- 

der 
d y a b .  

-e heading folloning be chapter 

CHAPTER 19 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 

SECTION. SECTION. 
23-19-11.4. Initial resource recovery facili- 23-19-28.1. Procedures to enfomment. 

ties. 

23-19-1 1.4. Initial resource recovery facilities. [Effective 
February 1, 1991.1 - In view of the criticality of the solid waste 
disposal problem in the state, the procurement of the statutorily 
mandated Central Falls resource recovery facilities included in the 
initial resource recovery system shall not be subject to the provisions 
of chapter 2 of title 37. 

Hi.tory of k t i o n .  P.L. 1990, ch. 461 provide0 that the enact 
ment of thi~ section by that Act ahall take 
effect February 1, 1991. 

P.L. 1990, ch. 461, S 13. 
Delayed Effective D a h .  Section 14 of 

23-19-28.1. Procedures to enforcement. - (a) In any instance 
wherein there is a violation of its rules and regulations or any order 
of the corporation, the corporation shall have the power to order the 
violator to cease and desist, or to remedy such violations, and to 
impose administrative penalties. The corporation may impose ad- 
ministrative penalties only in accordance with the notice and hear- 
ing provisions of this chapter, and the corporation's edorcement 
plan, as may be amended from time to time, developed pursuant to 
the department of environmental management's regulations for re- 
duction and recycling of commercial and non-municipal residential 
solid waste. Without being required to enter into any recognizance 
or to give surety for costs, the executive director may institute ad- 

- 
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Eastern Region 

Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, New Jersey 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia 
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Pusnc CONTAINER Cocnffi SUMMARY 

FLORIDA 

1. Compliance Date: July 1, 1990 

2. Scope: Plastic container products (not limited to thermo- 
plastics) for distribution, sale or exposure for sale in 
Florida: 

Tvr>e Size 

Nonsolid Food Liauid Containers 16 ounces or more t 
DceDt Beveraae Containers*/ 

piaid Plastic Containers 8 ounces or more t 
3. Required Codes: 

Resin Type 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

Code Code 
Number t Letters 

PET 
HDPE 
v 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

9 Subsection 9 of 5403.708 appears to exclude beverage con- 
tainers from the coding requirements. Authorities in Florida 
contend that this is not the intended meaning of the law. This 
issue may be clarified in the implementing regulations. For now, 
a conservative approach would be to code all beverage and non- 
solid food liquid containers to be distributed in Florida that 
are 16 ounces or larger. Companies that desire to take advantage 
of the apparent exclusion for beverage containers should be aware 
of the fact that there is no applicable definition of vvbeveragevv 
in the statute. vvBeveragevv is defined elsewhere in Florida Iaw 
as soda water, carbonated natural or mineral water, or other 
nonalcoholic carbonated drinks; soft drinks, whether or not 
carbonated: beer, ale, or other malt drink of whatever alcohol 
content: or a mixed wine drink or a mixed spirit drink.It This 
definition is specifically applicable, however, only to container 
requirements other than resin coding (degradable ring carriers 
and detachable pull tabs). 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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PLASTIC CONTAINER CODING SUMMAFIY 

A. Base CUDS and labels: Not specified. 

B. Multilayer: Include as "7-OTHER. It 

4. Required Symbol: Numbers placed inside a triangle with 
letters below. 

5. Type and Location of Code: Molded on the bottom of the 
bottle or container and shall be clearly visible; size not 
specified. 

6. Penalties: Vague; none specified or $10,000. The statute 
indicates that violations are punishable by civil penalty as 
provided in s. 403.141. That provision, however, appears to 
apply only to the types of violations (fairly serious in 
nature) defined in s. 403.161. Failure to code plastic 
containers is not among the list in s. 403.161, but Florida 
officials have advised that they consider s. 403.141 to have 
been implicitly amended when the coding requirement was 
enacted. 

7. Additional Information: 

Mr. Chris McGuire 
Department of Environmental Regulation 
Twin Towers Office Building 
2600 Blairstone Road 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400 
(904) 488-9730 
Ms. Julie Gissendanner: (904) 488-0300 

8. Attachment: FLA. STAT. ANN 5403.708, October 1, 1989 

Letter from DER on use of chasing arrows 
memo from DER on general acceptability of 
SPI coding standards. 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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FLORIDA 

6 403.707 PUBLIC HEALTH 

after filing, to the water management district having jurisdiction where the m a  is to be 
looted. The water management district shall prepare an advisory report as to the impact 
on water resources. This report shall contain the district’s recommendations ~6 to the 
disporition of the application and shall be submitted to the department no kter than 80 
&p prior b the dudline for find agency action by the depvtmcnt 

(6) The depvbnent m y  not issue a construction permit pumuant to thip put for 8 new 
rolid wute landflll within 8,000 feet of Class I surface vrtem. 

(6) The dep-nt may issue a constnrction permit pursuant to this part only to a solid 
n u t e  management f.cilitg which provides the conditions necessary to control the safe 
movement of wrstcs or waste constituents into surface or ground waters or the atme 
rphere and which dl be opemted, maintrined, and closed by qualified and properly 
brined penonnel. Such fpcility BMI, if neeemmy: 

(a) Use natural or vfificirl M e n  which sue capable of controlling later01 or vertjcpl 
movement of wastes or waste constituents into surlrce or ground wftcm. 

(b) Have a foundation or base which is capable of providing support for structures and 
w ~ t e  deposits and capable of preventing foundation or base failure due to settlement, 
compression, or uplift. 

(e) Provide for the most cconomigl~feahible~yost_9ffectiveI and environmentally d e  
control of leachate, gas, stomwater, and disease vectors and prevent the endangennent 
of public health and the environment. 
Open fm shall not be allowed to be used as a means of disposal at 8 solid waste landid. 

(7) Prior to application for a construction permit, an applicant shall designate to the 
department temporary backup disposal areas or processes for the resource recovery 
facility. Failure to designate tempo- backup disposal areas or processes shall result in 
8 denial of the construction pennit 

(8) After July 1,1990, any person who transports biohazardous waste within the ~tpte 
must register with the department prior to engaging in the transport of biohsuardous 
arrte. 

(9) The department may refuse to issue a permit to an applicant who by past conduct in 
this itow has repeatedly violated pertinent statutes, rules, or orders or permit terms or 
conditions relating to any solid waste management facility and who is deemed to be 
responsible LS defined by department rule. For the purposes of this subsection, an 
applicant includes the owner or operator of the facility, or if the owner or operator is a 
business entity, a parent of a subsidiaq corporation, a partner, 1 corporate officer or 
director, or a stockholder holding more than 50 percent of the stock of the corporation. 
h a d e d  by t w c  1988, e. W180, f 13, eff. Oa. 1, 1988. 

A 

1 k e d ,  the tem ‘yhir act” refers to k w c  1988. c. 88-130. 

403.7075. Submirrion of planr for cemin  mlid ruk management faciliticr; condi- 

All pluu utd applicatiom for a permit to construct and operate a solid waste 
mrnrgement facility as provided in s. 403.707 may be prepared and submitted by any 
penon acting as a public officer employed by a county or a municipality when said public 
officer r a t a  therein that the constnrction of the solid waste management facility is 
estimated t? w r t  less than Sl0,OOO. Any law to the contrary notwithstanding, the 
comhrction cost of a solid waste management facility, for the purposes of this section, 
rhrll not include land acquisition cost or the cost of quipment used to construct and 
.maintain m e .  
Awadcd by k w r  1w18, c 86-180, f 14, eff. oct 1,1988. 

403.708. Prohibition: penalty 

tionr 

tl) No p e w n  rhrlt 
(a) Place or deposit any solid waste in or on the land or waters located within the state 

except in a manner approved by the department and consistent aith applicable approved 
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progmns of counties or municipalities. However, nothing in this act shall be construed 
to prohiiit the disposal of solid waste without a permit as provided in s. 403.707(2). 

(b) Bum solid waste except in a manner p r e s c n i  by the department and consistent 
With appliable approved programs of counties or municipalities. 

(e) Construct, alter, modify, or operate a solid waste management facility or site 
without fmt having obuined from the department any permit required by s. 403.707. 

(d) Transport biohazardous waste within the state without fvst having registered with 
the depament as provided in s. 403.707. 
(2) After January 1, 1989, no beverage shall be sold or offered for sale within the state 

m 8 beverage container designed and constructed so that the container is opened by 
detaching 8 metal ring or tob. 

(S) After July 1, 1989, no container shall be sold or offered for sale within the state that 
b connected other containers by a separate holding device constructed of plastic rings 
unless such rings are composed of material which is degradable within 120 days, or by 
any other device unless such device is composed of material which is degradable within 
120 days. Notice of degradability shall be embossed or otherwise indicated on the holding 
device for ease of inspection. 

(4) For purposes of subsections (2), (3): (lo), and (11): 
(8) "Degradable," with respect to any material, means that such material, after being 

discarded, is copable of decomposing to components other than hea\y metals or other 
toxic substances, after exposure to bacteria, light, or outdoor elements. 

(b) %“rage” means soda water, carbonated natural or mineral water, or other 
nomlcoholic carbonated drinks; soft drinks, whether or not carbonated; beer, ale, or 
other malt drink of whatever alcoholic content; or a mixed wine drink or a mixed spirit 
drink. 

(e) “Bevemge container” means an airtight container which at the time of sale contains 
1 pllon or kss of a beverage, or the metric equivalent of 1 gallon or less, and which is 
composed of metal, pbtic,  or ghss or 8 combination thereof. 

(5) The Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco of the Department of Business 
Regulation may impose a fine of not more than $100 on any person currently licensed 
pursuant to s. 561.14 for each violation of the provisions of subsection (2) or subsection 
(8). If the violation is of a continuing nature, each day during which such violation occurs 
shall constitute a sepamte and distinct offense and shall be subject to a separate fine. 

(6) The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services may impose a fine of not 
more than $100 on any person not currently licensed pursuant to s. 561.14 for each 
violation of the provisions of subsection (2) or subsection (3). If the violation is of a 
continuing ~ t u r e ,  each day during which such violation occurs shall constitute a sepamte 
and distinct offense and shall be subject to a separate fine. 

(7) Fifty percent of each fine collected pursuant to subsections (5) and (6) shall be 
deposited into the Solid Waste Management Trust Fund. The balance of fines collected 
m u a n t  to subsection (5) shall be deposited into the Alcoholic Beverage and Tobacco L t Fund for the use of the division for inspection and enforcement of the provisions of 

this d o n .  The balance of fines collected pursuant to subsection (6) shall be deposited 
mto the General Inspection Trust Fund for the u8e of the Department of Agriculture and 
Conrumer Services for inspection and enforcement of the provisions of this &on. 

(8) The Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco and the Department of Agricul- 
ture urd Consumer Serrriecs rhall coordinate their responsibilities under the provisions of 
thi Kction to enswe that inspedionr and enforcement are occomphhed in an efficient, 
amt4fcctivc manner. 

(9) On or after July 1,1990, no pmon r h d  distriiute, sell, or expose for sale in this 
rbtc any plastic amtainer product unless the product has a molded label indicating the 
lastk resin uaed to produce the plastic container product The label must appear on the 

!ot&rn of the plastic container product and be clearly visible. This label must consist of a 
number plraa inside a t r b g l e  and letters placed below the triangle. All plastic 
kvemge containers and all nonsolid food liquid containers of less than 16 ounces and dl 
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rigid plastic contabem of l a  than 8 ouncea rhal) not be required to be b l e d  under tb 
mction. Tbe numbers and kttsrs rhdl be u followa: 

~~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ _ _  ~ ~~~~ ~~~~~ 

(a) For polyethylene terephthalate, the kttm ‘‘PEP and the number 1. 
(b) For high density polyethylene, the kttm “HDPE and tbe number 2. 
(e) For vinyl, tbe ktter ‘V and the number 3. 
(a) For ion denrity polyethylene, tbe latten “LDPE and tbe number 4. 
(e) For polypropylene, the ktters “PY‘ and the number 6. 
(f) For polprtynne, the ktkn “PS” and the number 6. 
(g) For any other, induding multikyer, the kttur “OTHER” and the number 7. 
(10x1) Mcr January 1,1990, no plastic bag shall be provided at any retail outlet to any 

retail curtoxner to use for the purpose of carrying items purchased by that customer 
unless the bag is composed of material which is degradable within 120 days. Notice of 
de-bility shall be printed on each bag. 

(b) For pwpo8es of this rubsection, “retail outlet” means my ertabbhment 80 percent 
or more of the income of which is from retail des. ”’his term does not mean any 
mtrblishment whose pximary purpose is to bcll food prepprcd at ruch esbblishment for 
i“cdi.tc consumption. 

(e) “he owner of a retad outlet violating thb subsection shall be rub- to a h e  of 
$100 per location. Each day of a continuing violation shall be considered a a wparate 
violation. 

(d) One half of the f iae~ collected pwuant  to this B U ~ W C ~ ~ O D  shall be deposited in the 
Solid Waste Management ’hut Fund. The balance of such fines BMI be deposited into 
the opemting account of the enforcing agency. 

(11) No person shall: 
(a) On or after October 1, 1990, distribute, sell, or expolle for sale in this rtate any 

product packaged in a container or packing material manufactured with fully halogenated 
chlorofluolpcorbons (CFC). Producers of containers or packing material manufactured 
with chlorofluomcarbns (CFC) are urged to introduce alternative packaging materials 
which are environmentnlly compatible. 

(b) Distriiute, sell, or offer for sale in this state any polystyrene foam or plasticcooted 
paper product which is to be used in conjunction with food for human consumption unless 
ruch product is composed of material which is degradable within 12 months or less. This 
requirement shall be effective 1 year after such products have been cecrtificd M safe by 
the United Sbtes Food and Drug Administration and are made available in commercial 
uantities. Detennination of the degradability of these products shall be made by the L tuy of Environmental Regulation based on a preponderance of evidence available 

from reputable private and government research agencies. Businesses and industries 
that use polystyrene foam and plasticcoated paper products that ue not degradable as 
required by this pamgraph are encomged to formulate a %year pion to research, test, 
urd implement production technologies that will allow the product to meet the degradabili- 
tJt mquirementr by Jan- 1, 1992. 

(12) The packaging of products manufactured or sold in the state may not be controlled 
by govemmental rule, regulation, or ordinance adopted after March 1,1974, other than as 
expressly provided in thb act1 

(13) Violations of this part or rules, regulations, permits, or orders h u e d  thereunder 
by the department and violations of approved local progruns of counties or municipalities 
or rules,  regulation^, or orders issued thereunder shall be punishable by a civil penalty as 
provided in s. 403.141. 

(14) The department or any county or municipality may also seek to enjoin the violation 
of, or enforce compliance with, this put or any program adopted hereunder u provided in 
6. 403.131. 

(15) In accordance with the following schedule, no penon who knows or who rhould 
know of the ~ t u r e  of ruch solid waste shall dispose of such solid waste in landfills: 
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(a) Led-acid batteries, after January 1, 1989. Lead-acid batteries also shall n o t p i  
disposed of in m y  wasttto-cnergy facility after January 1, 1989. To encourage proper 
&&ion m d  recycling, all persons who sell lead-acid batteries at retail shall accept used 
*acid batteries as Weins for new lead-acid batteries. 

~ ~ ~~~~~~~~ 

(b) Used oil, after October 1, 1988. 
(e) Y u d  tMh, after January 1, 1992, except in unlined landfills classified by depart- 

ment ruk. Yard tmsh that is source separated from solid waste may be accepted a t  a 
solid waste disposal area where the ares provides and maintains separate yard trash 
aompoating fdt iea .  

Prior to the cffcctive dates specified in paragraphs (aHd), the department shall identify 
rad assist in developing alternative disposal, processing, or recycling options for the solid 
wastes identifii in pamgr~phs (aHd). 

Amended by h w a  1988, c. 88-180, # 15, cff. 01% 1, 1988. 

(a) White gooda, after January 1,1990. 

1 AJ aruetad, the tem 'yhir act" refers to k w s  1988, c. 88-130. 

U.7085. Animal putr, fatr, byproductr, w u t e  products, vegetable oils disposal 
A ammercial establishment, excluding an establishment licensed pursuant to chapter 

509, that procemes food products for human consumption mag not dispose of any animal 
purr, fats, byproducts, waste products, or vegetable oils, liquid or.solid, in a landfill 
unless approved by the department. The department may establish by rule appropriate 
thresholds or mounts  for these materials, as well as additional subcategories of these 
materials. that are exempt from this requirement. In making a determination for 
exemption the deportment shall find that such an exemption is not likely to be harmful to 
the public health, safety, or welfare. 
Ad&d by Laws 1988, e. W130. 4 16, cff. Oct. 1. 1988. 

403.109. Solid W u t e  Mmagement Trust  Fund 

(1) There is created the Solid Waste Management Trust Fund, to be administered by 
the De-nt of Environmental Regulation for the purposes of 

(a) Funding rolid waste activities of the department, such as providing technical 
assistance to loco1 govemments, performing solid waste regulatov and enforcement 
functions, preparing solid waste documents, and implementing solid waste education 
Progrunsi 

(b) Making gmnts and awards to local govemments as provided in this act;' 
(e) Providing funding for demonstration projects as provided by this act I; and 
(d) Providing funding for research by state universities and independent nonprofit 

colleges and universities within the state which are accredited by the Southern Associa- 
tion of Colleges and Schools as provided by this act.] 

(2) Moneys allocated to the fund from waste tire fees shall be accounted for separately 
withii the fund and shall be used in the following manner, in order of priority: 

(a) To pay department administration costs for administering these funds and p re  

(b) To provide funding for research and demonstration projects relating to solving solid 

(e) To provide fun& for removal of tires from an illegal waste tire site when the site 

(d) To provide gmnts to local govemments as provided in this act.' 

1 k d, tbc term "thu act'; rcfcn to Laws 1988, c. 88-130. 

waste problems resulting from waste tires. 

owner is fiincially incapable of complying with the law. 

Awadcd by h w s  1986. c. S130,  Q 17, cff. Oct. 1, 1988. 
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April 0 3 ,  1990 

Senator George Kirjcpatrick 
2 4 0  Senate O f f i c e  Building 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

Dear Senator Kirkpatrick: 

T h i s  is in response to your inquiry regarding the Department's 
interpretation o f  Section 403.708 (9 ) ,  Florida Statutes, 
prohibiting the distribution or sale of  plast ic  container 
products without a molded label indicating the plastic rosin t ~ ~ o d  
to produce the container. 

The code described in the Florida law differs from t h e  Society of 
the Plastics Industry (SPI) Voluntary Container Coding System in 
several ways. The most significant of these is that o u r  law 
requires a number placed ins ide  a triangle while SPI's code 
specifies a number placed within three triangulated arrows. 

We have met with MT. Stephen Alexander, Government A f f a i r s  
Mancrger for tlm CcrUncLl for Sulid Waste Solutions Lor SPI arid 
assured hhn that the 3PI  eade meets the rtquiscmcnts (sf GUY l a w .  
Further, we w i l l  'be working with SPX on interpretation of other 
aspects of Florida's coding l a w  to be sure that  it is understnod 
that we w i s h  to ass i s t  in the establishment of a uniform national 
code. 

We hope this information addresses your concerns. If you or your 
staff need more information, please g i v e  me a call. 

Secretary 

DT/j w/Pg 

Enclosure 

cc: Rick Wilkins, Director 
Division of Waste Management, DER 



TO: Rick W i l k i n s ,  Director 
Division of Waste Management 

Deputy Assis tan t  Secre ta r ies  

PROM: Dale Twachtmann, Secretary 

SUBJECT: policy Memorandum f o r  the Inierpretation of 
Section 4 0 3 . 7 0 8 ( 9 ) ,  .F*S* - Coding o f  Plastic Container 
Products 

DATE: June 18, 1 9 9 0  

section 4 0 3 . 7 0 8 ( 9 ) ,  F.S., sets f o t t h  requirements for  the 
coding of plastic container products. The Society f o r  t h e  
Plastics Industry ( S P f )  has created voluntary standards f o r  t h e  
coding o f  plastic products, which are i n  u6e nationwide, we 
support  S P P s  efforts, and believe t h a t  the voluntary standards 
meet t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  F l o r i d a  law. To t h e  e x t e n t  possible, 
therefore,  Flor ida law should be read t o  conform to SPI'S 
standards in order to promote consistency i n  packaging 
requirements nationwide. 

Four d i f fe rences  between Florida' l a w  and the SPI standards have 
been identified . The fo l lowing  addresses our policy 
i n t e rp re t a t ion  regarding these apparent Uifferences, 

1. F l o r i d a  law requires the Use of t h e  letters 'PET" or1 
containers o f  polyethylene terephthalate,  SPI's standards 
require  the l e t t e r s  "PETE." Since PETE and PET are both 
common acronyms f o r  polyethylene terephthalate, t h e  
Department considers them SYnonOmoust and e i t h a r  acronym is  
acceptable i n  F l o r i d a .  

2 .  Florida law requires t h a t  numbers be placed i n s i d e  of a 
t r i a n g l e  , SPI'S standards require t h a t  numbers bel placed 
i n s i d e  a " c h a s i n g  arrows" symbol in a triangular form. 
Because t h e  chas ing  arrows are i n  a t r iangular  shape, the 
Department cons iders  t h i s  symbol t o  comply t j i t h  Florida law. 
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3.  F l o r i d a  law requires that the label appear on the 
bottom of the conta iner .  SPI's standards require . that  the 
label appear on or near the bottom of the  container.  
Florida law should n o t  be read t o  require the label on the  
bottom side of the container,  but  only t o  tequite t h e  l a b e l  
on the bottom portion o f  the container, which may include 
t h e  sides near the  bottom o f  the container.  

4. Florida law exempts from t h e  labelling zequirement 
"plastic beverage containers and all nonaolid food l i q u i d  
containers of less than 16 ounces and all r i g i d  p l a s t i c  
containers of less than 8 Ounces.' SPI's standards exempt 
a l l  bottles of less than 1 6  ounces and all r i g i d  p las t i c  
containers of less than 8 ounces. The phrase "nonsolid 
food l i q u i d  containers" has no spec ia l  meaning in law or 
use, and seems to be both i n t e r n a l l y  inconsistent  and in 
conflict with SPI'6 s tandards .  The Department believes 
t h a t  t h e  only reasonable intexprekation of this phrase is 
that 'nonsolid fpod" and . l iqu id"  are separate modifiers of 
the word c o n t a i n e r .  Therefore, t h i s  phrase should be read 
t o  apply t o  nonso l id  food containers ox liquid containers.  

$PI'S standards include d e f i n i t i o n s  of some terms found in 
Florida law. It is  the Department's intent t o  define terms as 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  as po'ssible w i t h  SPX'e d e f i n i t i o n s .  

A *plastic container  product. mean& a plastic b o t t l e  or a r i g i d  
plastic c o n t a i n e r .  It does no t  include any container which is 
designed so le ly  to hold biohazardous waste o t  other medical 
waste, 

A 'plastic beverage container,'  a "nonsolid food containerr. 
anel a R l l q u i d  container '  are all interpretted t o  includ4 only 
bott les  which h o l d  the referenced contents .  

A " p l a s t i c  b o t t l e '  means a plastic container intended fo r  
$ingle  use that  has a neck t h a t  is smaller than the  body of the 
container, accepts a screw-type, snap cap or other  closure. 

A * r i g i d  plastic c o n t a i n e r "  means any formed or molded 
container, other than a b o t t l e ,  intended for  single U s e r  
composed ptedominantly of plastic resin, and having a 
relat ivel lz  inflexible f i n i t e  shape or form. 

DT/cdm 
73 





P u s n c  CONTAINER C"G SUMW 

GEORGIA 

1. Compliance Date: January 1, 1991 

2. Scope: Plastic containers manufactured for use in Georgia or 
offered for sale in Georgia: 

TYEe Size 

piaid Plastic Containers -- Not specified. 
Not defined. 

plastic Bottles -- Not defined. Not specified. 

3. Required Codes: 

Resin Tvse 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

Code Code 
Number t Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 

v 
LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base CUDS and labels: If the secondary material is 
compatible with the basic material in recycling sys- 
tems, the container should bear the code of the basic 
material (even when the code is applied to the 
basecup) ; otherwise, I17-OTHERl1 is appropriate. 

B. Multilayer: Include as 117-OTHER.11 

4. Required Symbol: R I S ;  size not specified. 

5. Type and Location of Symbol: Molded into the plastic prod- 
uct; location not specified. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 

75 



-Pusnc COKTANER CODING SUMMARY 

6. Penalties: None specified. 

7. Additional Information: 

Mr. John Taylor 
Chief, Land Protection Branch 
Division of Environmental Protection 
Department of Natural Resources 
205 Butler Street, Suite 1152 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 
(404) 656-2833 

8. Attachments: Senate Bill 533, as passed 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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I 30 SB533/AP 

SENATE BILL 533 

By: S e n a t o r s  NcKenzie-of the l a t h ,  Baldwin of t h e  2 9 t h ,  
Johnson of t h e  4 7 t h  and o t h e r s  

AN ACT 

To amend C h a p t e r  8 of T i t l e  12 of t h e  O f f i c i a l  Code 

of Georgia  Annota ted ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  waste management, so a s  t o  

provide for t h e  comprehens ive  r e v i s i o n  of p r o v i s i o n s  

r e l a t i n g  t o  s o l i d  waste management; t o  provide for  a s h o r t  

t i t l e ;  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t ;  t o  p r o v i d e  for  

d e f i n i t i o n s ;  t o  p r o v i d e  for  powers and d u t i e s  of  t h e  Board 

O f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  and t h e  director o f  t h e  Envi ronmenta l  

P r o t e c t i o n  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Department  o f  N a t u r a l  Resources ;  

t o  p r o v i d e  for  permits; t o  p r o v i d e  for p r o c e d u r e s  and 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  w i t h  respect t o  permits; t o  p r o v i d e  fo r  

e x a m i n a t i o n  and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of c e r t a i n  operators; t o  

provide for p r o c e d u r e s  and l i m i t a t i o n s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  

s i t i n g  n e a r  c e r t a i n  c o u n t y  b o u n d a r i e s ,  c e r t a i n  N a t i o n a l  

His tor ic  S i t e s ,  or c e r t a i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  ground-water  r e c h a r g e  

areas; t o  p r o v i d e  for r e s t r i c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p e r m i t t i n g  

o f  c e r t a i n  l a n d f i l l s ;  t o  p r o v i d e  for p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  

respect to  s i t e  s e l e c t i o n ;  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  n o t i c e ;  t o  p r o v i d e  

f o r  s t a n d a r d s  for  c e r t a i n  f a c i l i t i e s  r e c e i v i n g  s p e c i a l  s o l i d  

waste; to  p r o v i d e  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  fees, i n s p e c t i o n ,  and 

p r o h i b i t i o n s  w i t h  respect t o  special  sol id  waste; t o  p r o v i d e  

f o r  a e o l i d  waste t r u s t  fund;  t o  r e q u i r e  a d e q u a t e  f i n a n c i a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h  respect to  c e r t a i n  f a c i l i t i e s ;  t o  

p r o h i b i t  c e r t a i n  ac t s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  so l id  waste h a n d l i n g ;  

to  r e g u l a t e  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  c e r t a i n  l e a d  a c i d  v e h i c l e  

ba t te r ies ;  t o  provide for i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and enforcement  

a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  director; t o  provide for  c e r t a i n  

c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ;  t o  p r o v i d e  for c e r t a i n  o r d e r s ;  t o  p r o v i d e  

for a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  h e a r i n g s  and p r o c e d u r e s ;  t o  p r o v i d e  fo r  

S. B. 533 
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n-partment 0fCXmun"muty A f f a i r s ;  and t h e  Department  

o f  N a t u r a l  Resources .  

( b )  The c o u n c i l  s h a l l  meet as  n e c e s s a r y  and s h a l l  

d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  a c t i o n s ,  if a n y ,  are needed t o  f a c i l i t a t e  

t h e  deve lopment  and e x p a n s i o n  of m a r k e t s  fo r  recovered 

materials i n  Georgia and s h a l l  prepare a n  a n n u a l  report 

w i t h  recommendat ions t o  t h e  Governor  and & n e t a l  

Assembly. 

( c )  The c o u n c i l  s h a l l  f u n c t i o n  for  a p e r i o d  of 

f i ve  years from i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  a t  which t i m e  it 

s h a l l  t i t h e r  be r e a u t h o r i z e d  or s h a l l  s t a n d  a b o l i s h e d .  

12-8-34. ( a )  On and a f te r  J a n u a r y  1, 1991, i t  

s h a l l  be u n l a w f u l  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e  for u s e  i n  G e o r g i a  or 

o f f e r  f o r  Sale  i n  Georgia  a n y  r i g i d  p last ic  c o n t a i n e r  or 

r i g i d  p l a s t i c  bottle which is  n o t  l a b e l e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  s u b s e c t i o n  ( b )  of t h i s  Code s e c t i o n .  

( b )  On and  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 1991,  a n y  r i g i d  

p last ic  c o n t a i n e r  or r i g i d  p l a s t i c  bo t t l e  manufac tured  

f o r  u s e  i n  G e o r g i a  or  o f f e r e d  for sale i n  Georgia  s h a l l  

be l a b e l e d  w i t h  a code  molded i n t o  t h e  p l a s t i c  p r o d u c t  

which i n d i c a t e s  t h e  r e s i n  used t o  produce  t h e  bott le or 

c o n t a i n e r .  Such c o d i n g  s h a l l  conform w i t h  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g :  

(1) R i g i d  p l a s t i c  c o n t a i n e r s  or r i g i d  p last ic  

bott les w i t h  b a s e c u p s  or o t h e r  components of t h e  

s e c o n d a r y  material  may, i f  t h e  materials are 

compatible i n  r e c y c l i n g  s y s t e m s ,  carry t h e  c o d e  o f  

t h e  basic mater ia l  ( e v e n  when t h e  basic  code  i s  

applied to  t h e  b a s e c u p  of  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  mater ia l ) ;  

o t h e r w i s e  ' 7 - o t h e r '  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  

( 2 )  The label code  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  a number 

p l a c e d  i n s i d e  a t r i a n g l e  and le t ters  p l a c e d  below 

s. B. 533 
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the triangle as required by paragraph (3) of this 

subsection. The triangle shall be equilateral, 

formed by three arrows with the apex of each point 

of the triangle at the midpoint of each arrow, 

rounded with' a short radius. The pointer 

(arrowhead) of each arrow shall be at the midpoint 

of each side of the triangle with a short gap 

separating the pointer from the base of the 

adjacent arrow. The triangle, formed by the three 

arrows curved at their midpoints shall depict a 

clockwise path around the code number: 

(3) The numbers and letters used on labels 

described in subsections (a) and (b) of this Code 

section and their interpretations shall be as 

follows: 

'1-PETE' (polyethylene terephthalate) 

'2-HDPE' (high-density polyethylene) 

' 3-V '  (vinyl 1 

'4-LDPE' (low-density polyethylene) 

' 5-PP' (polypropylene) 

'6-PS' (polystyrene) 

'7-OTHER' All other resins and layered 

multimaterial. 

12-8-35. (a) The commissioner of administrative 

services shall : 

(1) By July 1, 1990, commence a review of all 

goods and products purchased to determine what 

percentage of state purchases contain recycled 

materials, which review shall be completed by 

December 31, 1991, and, upon completion of his 

review, file a report of his f ndings with the 

General Assembly and the Governor and 

s. B. 533 
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LOUISIANA 

1. Compliance Date: January 1, 1991 

2. Scope: All plastic bottles and plastic containers (not 
limited to thermoplastics) knowingly and intentionally dis- 
tributed, sold, or offered for sale in Louisiana: 

Plastic Bottles -- Container 16 ounces to 5 gallons t 
with neck smaller than its body 
and accepts a closure. 

Riaid Plastic Containers -- 
Other than bottle; intended 
for single use; relatively 
inflexible finite shape. 

3. Required Codes: 

Resin TvDe 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

8 ounces to 5 gallons t 

Code Code 
Number Letters 

llConform to voluntary 
Code developed by SPIII t 

A. Base CUDS and labels: Rigid plastic bottles or rigid 
plastic containers with labels and base cups of a 
different material shall be coded by their basic 
material. t 

B. Multilayer: Conform to voluntary guidelines. t 
4. Required Symbol: RIS; Size shall conform to SPI guide- 

lines. t 
5. Type and Location of Code: Molded imprint or raised symbol 

on or near the bottom of the bottle or container. t 
6. Penalties: None Specified. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

e The Society of The P l a s t i c s  Industry, Inc. 
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7. Additional Information: 

Butch Stegall 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
Office of Solid Waste Management 
P.O. Box 44307 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4274 
(504) 342-9013 

8. Attachment: Louisiana R.S. 30:2412, 2422 (H. B. No. 1199 
attached) 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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LOUISIANA 

(15) "Uaste t i r e  PrOCeSSiUg f a c i l i t y "  means s i t e  where 

i s  w e d  t o  at* bum, or  o t h e n i r e  a l t e r  whole waste oqu ipun t  

tire. 80 tha t  they a r e  no longer whole. 

(16) "White 8oodr" means inoperative and discarded 

r e f r i ~ e r a t o r s .  ranges, water h e r t r r s ,  f r eeze r s ,  and other 

8LPil.t dumestic and c m e r c l a l  l r rgc  eppliancec. 

(17) " l o l d  wamte" me-8 any garbage, refuse,  rludge, and 

othr d i r c n d e d  material, including thore In a ro l id ,  l iqu id  o r  

M i 8 o l i d  83.te r e r u l t l r y  from reridenti.1, C U E U l q ,  or 

t o w r e a  activitier. A8 ured in t h i r  Chapter the t e m  "rolid 

wute" -11 not lnelude mining, agr i cu l tu ra l ,  8pecIa.l and 

kaUM.1 wartes, or huardour  and in fee t iour  uamtes. It also 

dosr mot include or  mean r o l i d  o r  dirrolved u t e r i . 1  in domestic 

01 s o l i d  DT dirrolved mater ia l s  in issiptid r e t u n  

f&u8 os i n d u r t r i a l  dimchargem v h k h  a re  point eowces rubject 

to p e a i t s  u o d u  R.S. 30:207t ,  o r  rource, rprei.1 nuclearI o r  

bypredust s a t e r i a l  w defined by the Atomic Energy Act of 19% 

(42 O.S.C. 2011 e t  meq.jI u amended, o r  hazardour wart. mubjecs 

t o  p n i t s  under A.S. 30:2171 et req. The def in i t ion  of r o l i d  

v u t e  shall sot include recovered u t e r i a l s .  

(18) %a3dY -1~1s a molded h p r i n t  o r  rbised r w o l  on or 

m u r  t he  Wetom of a p l a r t i c  proboct. 

i53) NtS.rtSc boztle" mean. A p l a$ t i c  container that hac a 

not* that t8 maller tbfn the body of the csatatner, accepts a 

8erev-t7per map cap, o r  other c b s u r e  mad ham a capacity of 

.fJrt..or f i M  ~ a r  9s "re. ht l e n  t h n  f i ve  w l o r w .  

(20) %gid p l w t i c  coata%nd uans  any f o a e d  o r  molded 

wm8iner. e th r  than a b o t t l e ,  intended for  a-le use. 

-08d w e d o d a e n t l y  of ph8Zic rub. and having r e l r t i v e l y  

l n i l u i b k  f m s e  rhrw or form with a empacity of eight 4~ncer 

o. ..pe bat lrre W five @Ioar. 

S2113. l a e r r  d &tier of she aecretary; fee.; l oca l  

80T.rawnt 

A. The eecr r ta ry  shll b e  the  following powers and 

&tier: 

?age 5 of 17 
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R.B. NO. 1199 

rules shall include the provisions fo r  establishment of a l ist  

of recyciable u t e r i a l s .  No ru l e r  arid r e p l a t i o n s  adopted by 

the  secre ta ry  shall apply t o  any u t e r i a h  p r io r  t o  the i r  

entering i n t o  the sb l id  vas te  stre-. 

1. Tha department sha l l ,  at l e a s t  annublly, review the 

list of recyclable itoms. This review s h a l l  consider the 

8va i lab le  rocycling technologies, u r k e t s ,  cos t ,  md  any other 

t u t o r s  u deemad t o  bo appropriate vhen t o rp i l i ng  and reviewing 

the list of rrcyclablo items. 

C. The secre ta ry  u p  require each so l id  waste management 

f a c i l i t y  t o  p r w i d e  f o r  a drop-off location f o r  source separated 

recyclable u t e r i a l s  i f  deemed necessary t o  meet the purposes 

and goals of t h i s  Chapter. 

0. On o r  a f t e r  January 1, 1991, no person shall kaovingly 

and in ten t iona l ly  d i s t r ibu te ,  sell ,  o r  o f f e r  f o r  s a l e  i n  t h i s  

r t a t e  any p l a s t i c  bo t t l e  sixteen ounces or  l a rge r ,  o r  r i g id  

p l a s t i c  containers eight ounces or la rger  unless the product is 

labeled with a code indicating the p l a s t i c  r e s in  used t o  produce 

the  b o t t l e  or  container. Rigid p l a s t i c  bo t t l e s  or r i g id  p l a s t i c  

containerr v i t h  labe ls  and basecup8 of a di f fe ren t  material  

s h a l l  be coded by t h e i r  basic material .  The code s h a l l  conform 

t o  tbe code developed by the Society of the P la s t i c s  Industry. 

E. On o r  a f t e r  January 1, 1991, 00 container s h a l l  

teaoUirql9 and in ten t iona l ly  be sold or  offered for  s a l e  i n  t h i s  

state that is connected t o  other containers by a separate 

hold* dovice constructed of p l a s t i c  r ings  unlese such r ings  

a re  composed of such u t r r i a l  vhich is capable of being recycled 

or degraded io one hundred tventy days or  less .  

Section 2. The Depar tunt  of Natural Resources i s  hereby 

directed t o  evaluate the use of tvo  r i l l f o n  f ive  hundred thousand 

do l l a r s  of the  o i l  overcharge s e t t l n e n t  fund8 by the Department of 

Ln*iromontal Quality t o  provide fo r  the i n i t i a l  funding fo r  programs 

and a c t i v i t i e s  authorized by t h i e  Act. The department s h a l l  

coordiaute v i t h  the Department of Netural Resource8 t o  insure tha t  

the  use of the  funds is in accord w i t h  a11 applicable ru les  and 

Pale 16 of 17 
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Pusnc CONTAINER CODING SUMMAW 

1. Compliance Date: January 1, 1991 

2. Scope: Plastic Containers and Plastic Bottles, sold or 
distributed in New Jersey. 

Tvx>e. Size 

plastic Containers -- 8 ounces to 5 gallons t 
Formed or molded rigid 
container hermetically 
sealed or made airtight 
with cap; intended for 
single use; wall thickness 
not less than 0.010 inches; 
does not include bottles. 

plastic Bottles -- Plastic 
beverage container composed 
of thermoplastic synthetic 
polymeric material. 

3. Required Codes: 

Resin TvDe 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Multilayer 

16 ounces to 5 gallons t 

Code Code 
Number t Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base CUDS and labels: Any plastic bottle or plastic 
container with a label or base cup affixed thereto, the 
composition of which consists of a different material 
than the bottle or container itself, shall be coded by 
its basic material. 

B. Multilayer: Include as "7-OTHER. I) 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

e The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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4. Required Symbol: RIS; Size not specified.t 

5. Type and Location of Code: Not specified. 

6. Penalties: Any person convicted of a violation shall be 
subject to a penalty of between $500 and $1,000 for each 
offense. For continuing violations, each day may constitute 
a separate offense. 

7. Additional Information: 

Violations may also be enjoined. 

State of New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Recycling Program 
401 East State St. 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 
(609) 292-0331 

8. Attachments: 1989 N . J .  Laws 4303 

_ _ _  t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plast ics Industry, Inc. 
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C.13:1E-99.40 
to 13:lE-99.43 & 

13: 1E-99.19 
Note to 
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19 
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22 
23 
24 
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26 
27 
28 
29 

30 
31 
32 

33 

P.L.1989, CHAPTER 268, approved January 4, 1990 
1989 Assembly No. 4303 

AN ACT establishing a uniform coding system for plastic bottles 
and containen, and supplementing P.L.1987, c.102 
(C.13:1E-99.11 et d.). 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 

Stare of New Jersey: 

I. As used in this act: 
*Beverage" means milk, alcoholic beverages, including beer or 

other malt beverages, liquor, wine, vermouth and sparkling wine, 
and nonalcoholic beverages, including fruit juice, mineral water 
and soda water and similar nonalcoholic carbonated and 
noncarbonated drvlks intended for human consumption; 

"Beverage container" means an individual, separate, 
hermetically sealed, or made airtight with a metal or plastic cap, 
bottle or can composed of glass, metal, plastic or any 
combination thereof, containing a beverage; 

"Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Environmental 
Protection; 

"Department" means the Department of Environmental 
Protection; 

"Plastic bottle' means any plastic beverage container having a 
capacity of at least 16 fluid ounces but less than 5 United States 
gallons, and composed of thermoplastic synthetic polymeric 
material; 

"Plastic container" means any formed or molded and 
hermetically sealed, or made airtight with a metal or plastic cap, 
rigid container, other than a plastic bottle, intended for 
single-use and having a capacity of at least 8 ounces but less than 
5 United States gallons with a minimum wall thickness of not less 
than 0.010 inches, and composed primarily of thermoplastic 
synthetic polymeric material. 

2. a. On or after January 1, 1991, no person shall sell, offer 
for sale, or distribute any plastic bottle or plastic container in 
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this State unless the bottle or container is labeled with a material 
code indicating the plastic resin used to pmduce the bottle or 
container. Any plastic bottle or plastic container with a label or 
basecup affixed thereto, the composition of which consists of a 
different material than the bottle or container itself, shall be 
coded by its basic material. 

b. The material code shall consist of a uniform symbol and 
identification number, and an acronym comprising no more than 
five letters. The symbol shall consist of a triangular-shaped 
configuration of three armws with a specific number placed 
within the center of the symbol to indicate the composition of 
the materid used to produce the bottle or container. The 
acronym shall be placed below the triangle of amws. The 
triangle shall be eqwlateral, formed by three arrows with the 
apex of each point of the triangle at the midpoint of each arrow, 
rounded with a short radius. The pointer (arrowhead) of each 
arruw shall be at the midpoint of each side of the triangle with a 
short gap separating the pointer from the base of the adjacent 
arrow. The triangle, formed by the three arrows curved at their 
midpoints shall depict a clochme path around the code number. 

c. The material code shall consist of an identification number 
and acmnym as follows: 

Polyethylene terephthalate: "1" and 'PETE"; 
High density polyethylene: "2" and 'HDPE"; 
Vinyl: "3" and "V"; 
Low density polyethylene: " 4" and '* LDPE" ; 
Polypmpylene: "5" and "PP"; 
Polystyrene: "6" and "PS"; and 
All other plastic resins and laminates: "7" and 

"OTHER". 
6 The commissioner shall maintain on file in the department 

for public inspection copies of the material code provided in 
subsection c. of this section. The department shall provide a 
copy to any person upon request. 

3. a. Any person convicted of a violation of this act shall be 
subject to a penalty of not less than 5500.00 nor more than 
$1,000.00 for each offense. to be collected in a civil action by a 
summary proceedmy under " !he penalty enforcement law. 
(N.J.S.2A:58-1 et seq,) ,  c)r in any case before 2 c o w ?  o f  
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competent jurisdiction wherein injunctive relief has been 
requested. The Superior Court and the municipal court shall have 
jurisdiction to enforce the provisions of "the penalty enforcement 
Law" in connection with this act. If  the violation is of a 
continuing nature, each day during which it continues constitutes 
an additional, separate, and distinct offense. 

b. The department may institute a civil action for injunctive 
relief of enforce this act  and to prohibit and prevent a violation 
of this act, and the court may proceed in the action in a summary 
manner. 
4. The commissioner shall adopt, within one year of the 

effective date of this act  and pursuant to the "Administrative 
Procedure Act," P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.), rules and 
regulations necessary to implement this act. 

5. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill would establish a uniform coding system to identify 
plastic bottles and containers by the basic plastic resin used in 
their manufacture. The coding system has been developed by the 
Society of the Plastics Industry (SPI) for adoption by the states in 
order to facilitate the recycling of these items. 

Specifically, the bill provides that after January I, 1991, no 
plastic bottle or plastic container may be sold or  distributed in 
this State unless the bottle or container is labeled with a material 
code indicating the plastic resin used to produce the bottle or 
container. A "plastic bottle" is defined as any plastic beverage 
container having a capacity of a t  least 16 fluid ounces but less 
than 5 United States gallons. A "plastic container" refers to any 
formed or molded and hermetically sealed rigid container, other 
than a plastic bottle, intended for single-use and having a 
capacity of a t  least 8 ounces but less than 5 United States gallons. 

In the case of a plastic bottle or  container with a label or 
basecup affixed thereto, the composition of which consists of a 
d f f e ren t  material than the bottle or container itself, the bottle 
or container wodd be coded by its basic ma!eria\. 

The matenal code consists of a uniform syrr,bcl and 
89 
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identification number, and an acronym comprising no more than 
five letten. The symbol consists of a triangular-shaped 
configuration of three armws with a specific number placed 
w i t h  the center of the symbol to indicate the composition of 
the material used to produce the bottle or container. The 
acronym is placed below the triangle of armws. 

The bill provides that the Commissioner of the Department of 
Environmental Protection must maintain on file in the 
department for public inspection copies of the material code 
established under this act, and the department must provide a 

copy to any person upon request. 
The bill provides further that any person convicted of a 

violation o€ this act would be subject to a civil penalty of not less 
than $500.00 nor more than Sl,OOO.OO for each offense. 
Six states - Califomia, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, 

Minnesota and W k w i ~  - have enacted legislation to adopt the 
SPS mifonn plastic codjngsystem to date. 

ENVIRONMENT 
Solid Waste 

Establishes a mifonn coding system for plastic bottles and 
cmtaben. 
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PLASTIC CONTAINER CODING SUMMARY 

NORTH CAROLINA 

1. Compliance Date: July 1, 1991 

2. Scope: Plastic container products (not limited to thermo- 
plastics) for distribution, sale or exposure for sale in the 
state: 

Nonsolid Food Liauid 16 ounces or more t 
Except Beveraqe Containers*/ 

Riaid Plastic Containers 8 ounces or more t 

3. Required Codes: 

Resin Type 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

Code Code 
Number t Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base cups and labels: Not specified. t 
B. Multilayer: Include as "7-OTHER." 

4. Required Symbol: RIS; size not specified. t 

5. Type and Location of Code: Molded on the bottom of the 
bottle or container and shall be clearly visible: size not 
specified. 

6. Penalties: None specified. 

means soda water, carbonated natural or mineral 
water, or other nonalcoholic carbonated drinks; soft drinks, 
whether or not carbonated: beer, ale, or other malt drink of 
whatever alcoholic content: or a mixed wine drink or a mixed 
spirit drink. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plast ics Industry, Inc. 
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7. Additional Information: 

Department of Environment, Health and 
Natural Resources 
Post Office Box 27687 
Raleigh, North Carolina 2 7 6 1 1  
( 9 1 9 )  733-4984 

8. Attachments: NC Gen. Stat. 130A-309.10 
(Chapter 784 ,  Senate Bill 111, 5 13OA-294.6 
attached) 

e The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
1989 SESSION 

RATIFIED BILL 

CHAPTER 784 
SENATE BlLL 1 1  1 

AN ACT TO IMPROVE THE MANAGEMENT OF SOLID WASTE. 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 

inbebe of uiastic 

rovided at anv retail 
rmse of carrving 

is comDose 
f recvclabilitv s h  all be 

rchnsed bv that custo mer unless the bae 
m t e n a l  which is recvc lable. Notice o 
printed o n each bae  
After I Januarv 1993. no D lastic baP sha I1 be p rovided at anv retail 
putlet to a nv  retail customer to use for the purpose o f carwin 
Jtems P U  rchased bv that cus tomer unless the Sec retarv certifies thaf 
pot less t h a n  twentv-five oercent (25%)  of such bays are beinx 

After 1 October 1991. no Derson shall distribute. sell. or offer for 
Sale in this State anv Dolvstvrene foam Droduct which is to be used 

coniunction with -food for human consumotion unless such 
product is comoosed of material which is recvclable. 
After 1 October 1993. no person s hall distribute. sell. or offer for 
p l e  in this St3te anv Dolvstvrene foam oroduct which is to be use4 
jn contunction with food for human consumption unless the 
Secretarv certifies that not less than twentv-five percent (25%) of 

(e) After 1 Julvs1991~ no Derson shall distribute: sell. or offer for sale in this State 
anv Dlastic container Droduct unless the oroduct has a molded label indicating the 
plastk resin used to oroduce the: Dlastic container oroduct. The code shall consist of 

number Dlaced w-ithin three trianeulated arrows and letters placed below t h e  
frianeulated arrows. The three arrows shall form an eauilateral trianele with the 
gommon ooint of each line formine each anPle of the trian~le at t h e  midpoint of each 
arrow and rounded with a short radius. The arrowhead of each arrow shall be at the 
midooint of each side of the triangle with a short  gap seoarating the arrowhead from 

.e of the adiacen t arrow. The trianele formed bv the three arrows curved at 
cir midDoints shall deDict a clockwise r q t h  around the code niimber. The label 

&all awea  r on the bo ttom of the olastic container Droduct and be clearlv visible. 

food liquid containers havinr a ca~acity-of less than  16 fluid ounces. and rigid DiaStlc 

- 

121 

recvcied. 
8a L11 

La 

uch oroducts dre beinv recvcled 

- 

~ 

p13Stic -beveraee containers havine a caoacitv of less than 16 fluid ounces. nonsolld _ _ ~  

16 
93 
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from t h e  
of this subsect ion. The numbers and letters shall be as follo ws: 
vine a cwacitv of less than einht fluid ounces are exemot 

lene tcreohthalate. the lette rs 'PETE' and the number 

olvethvlene. the letters 'HDPF;' and the number 

For vw. the letter 'V' and the number 3, 
For 10 w densitv oolve t h v l u  letters '1-DPE' and the numb= 

LU 

z fa 
8 

the letter2 

In In accord;rrrce* with the16 llowinn schedule. no berson shal I knowinelv disDose 
the follo winwecia1 wastes in landfills 

Lead-acid b a t t e j i u e r  1 .Januarv 1991. Lead -aci 'd batteries aiso 
not be &posed of in anv facilitv after 1 

arv 1991. To encourue brober collection a nd recvcline. - a i l  
waste-to-enernv 

1 lead-acid batteries at tetaii shall acceo t used 
ies as trade-ins for ne w lead-acid batte ries, 

t in landfills classified for 
mmission. Ya rd trash that 

1s Source SeDa rated from sol id waste mav be a cceoted at a solid 
waste disoos a1 area where the area D rovides and m aintains sena rate 

White ro ods. after I Janunrv 1991, 

u 

u r d  t rash comoos tin e facilities, 
(4) In. ~~ . .  feci I v e 

~dcntlfv and ~ 1 s t  in de veloo inn alternative disoosal. orocessine. or recvclinn - .  omens 
or the solid waste iden tified in this sect' ion, 
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PWTK CONTAJNER CODING SUMMARY 

TENNESSEE 

1. Compliance Date: July 1, 1991 

2. Scope: Plastic containers distributed, sold, or offered for 
sale in Tennessee: 

TvPe Size 

Risid Plastic Containers -- 8 ounces to 5 gallons t 
Formed or molded container, 
intended for single use, composed 
predominantly of plastic resin, 
relatively inflexible, finite 
shape. 

Plastic Bottles -- Plastic 
container with neck smaller 
than its body: accepts a screw- 
type, snap-cap, or other closure. 

3. Required Codes: 

Resin TvDe 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

16 ounces to 5 gallons t 

Code 
Number t 

Code 
Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 

v 
LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base CUDS and labels: No provision. 

B. Multilayer: No provision. 

4. Required Symbol: R I S :  size not specified. 

5. Type and Location of Symbol: Molded, imprinted, or raised 
symbol on or near the bottom of a plastic container or 
bottle. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

' The Society of The Plast ics  Industry, Inc. 
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PIASTIC CONTAINER COOING SUMMARY 

6. Penalties: Warning, then $50. 

7. Additional Information: 

Department of Health & Environment 
Cordell Hull Building, Room 347 
436 6th Avenue North 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219-5402 
(615) 741-3111 

8. Attachments: Tenn. Code Ann. 68-16-109 (1990) 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
code 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 

96 



Tennessee Code 
Annotated 
1990 Supplemen t 

Vpdarc-d through the  1990 Sesbion of the General .4ssembly 

Volume 12A 
1987 Replacement 

THE OFFICIAL TENNESSEE CODE 

Prepared Under the Supervision of the 
Tennessee Code Commission 

FRANK F. DROWOTA 111, Chairman 
JAMES A. CLODFELTER, Executive Secretary 

WILLIAM J.  HARBISON 
CHARLES W. BURSON 

CLETUS W. MCWILLIAMS 

Cumulative pamphlet. Place in pocket of bound volume. 
Remove the 1989 pamphlet. 

THE MICHIE COMPANY 
L s w  Publishers 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 
1990 
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(c! *This section shall not app!y to weather balloons which are used for the 
purpose of carrying scimtific instraments during the performance of an exper- 
iment or testing procedure. 

(d) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any county having a 
population, according to the 1980 federal census or any subsequent federal 
census of: 

not less than nor more than 
24,600 24,700 
28,500 28,560 
28,690 28,750 
49275 49,375 
51,025 51,125 
58,075 58,175 

770,000 780,000 
[A& 1990, ch. 792, BQ 1-6.1 

Effective Dates. Acts 1990, ch. 792. S 8 
Jmuuy 1, 1991. 

68-16109. Labeling of plastic containers. - (a) As used in this section: 
(1) “Container,” unless otherwise specified, refers to “rigid plastic con- 

(2) “Department” means the department of health and environment; 
(3) “Label” means a molded, imprinted or raised symbol on or near the 

bottom of a plastic container or bottle; 
(4) “Person” means an individual, sole proprietor, partnership, association, 

corporation or other legal entity; 
(5) ”Plastic” means any material made of polymeric organic compounds and 

additives that can be shaped by flow; 
(6) “Plastic bottle” means a plastic container that has a neck that is smaller 

than the body of the container, accepts a screw-type, snap cap or other closure 
and has a capacity of sixteen (16) fluid ounces or more, but less than five (5) 
galions; and 

(7) “Rigid plastic container” means any formed or molded container, other 
than a bottle, intended for single use, composed predominantly of plastic 
d, and having a relatively inflexible finite shape or form with a capacity of 
tight ounces (8 02.) or more but less than five gallons (5 gal.). 
&MI) The provisions of this section and any rules or regulations adopted 

hemmder ahall be interpreted to conform with nationwide plastics industry 
etaadards. 

(2) On or after July 1, 1991, no person shall distribute, sell or offer for sale 
in this state any plastic bottle or rigid plastic container unless such container 
is labeled with a code identifying the appropriate resin type used to produce 
the structure of the container. The code shall consist of a number placed 
withim three (3) triangulated arrows and letters placed below the triangle of 
8”s. The triangulated arrows shall be equilateral, formed by three (3) 
am” with the apex of each point of the triangle at the midpoint of each 
m, rounded with a short radius. The pointer (arrowhead) of each arrow 

tainer’’ or “plastic bottle,” as those terms are defined in this section; 
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115 FIRE PREVENTION AND INVESTIGATION 68-17-1 15 

&all be at the midpoint of each side of the triangle with a short gap separat- 
ing the pointer from the base of the adjacent arrow. The triangle, formed by 
the three (3) arrows curved at their midpoints shall depict a clockwise path 
murid the code number. The numbers and letters used shall be as follows: 

1. = PETE (polyethylene terephthalate) 
2. = HDPE (high density polyethylene) 
3. = V (vinyl) 
4. = LDPE (low density polethylene) 
5. = PP (polypropylene) 
6. = PS (polystyrene) 
7. = OTHER 
(3) The department shall maintain a list of the label codes provided in this 

subsection and shall provide a copy of that list to any person upon request. 
(c) Atter being notified by the department that plastic containers were dis- 

tributed, sold or offered for sale in this state not in compliance with the 
provisions of subsection (b), a person who, after receiving such notification 
from the department, distributes, sells or offers for sale in this state plastic 
containers which are not in compliance with the notification is subject to a 
civil penalty of fifty dollars ($50.00) for violating such notification and may be 
enjoined from such violations. [Acts 1990, ch. 918, 99 1-3.1 

Effective Dates. Acts 1990. ch. 918. S 4 
April 17. 1990. 

CHAPTER 17 

FIRE PREVENTION AND INVESTIGATION 

(IECTION. SECTIOS. 
68-17-143. Special deputy inspectors - units - Smoke detectors re- 

68-17-152. Warehouse storage of baled cotton. 
Powers and duties - Inspection 
fees. 

68-17-151. One-family or two-family rental 

quired. 

68-17-113. Regulations of state fire marshal - Subjects covered - Pen- 
alties. 

Se~tenchg Reform Notes. The penalty 
provided in this section was changed to a Class 
C midemeanor on November 1,1989. See Acts 
1989, ch. 591, 0 113. and !is 40-35-110. 

Cited: Foster v. Bue. 749 S.W.2d 736 (Tenn. 
19881. 

40-35-111. 

68-17-115. Cooperation of insurance companies and authorized fire of- 
ficials in cases of suspected arson. 

NOTES TO DECISIONS 

1. Evidence. arson held not shown. Smith v. Harford Mut. 
Malicious prosecution and outrageous con- Ins. Co., 751 S.W.2d 140 (Tenn. Ct. App. 1987). 

duet by in~urer in investigation into suspected 
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VIRGINIA 

1. Compliance Date: July 1, 1992 

2. Soope: Plastic containers sold, exposed for sale, or 
distributed in Virginia: 

Plastic Containers -- 
Formed or molded container, 
intended for single use, composed 
predominantly of plastic resin, 
relatively inflexible, finite 
shape . 
plastic Bottles -- Plastic 
container intended for single 
use; has a neck smaller than 
the container; accepts a screw- 
type, snap cap, or other closure. 

3. Required Codes: 

Resin Type 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

Size 

8 ounces to 5 gallons t 

16 ounces to 5 gallons t 

Code 
Number t 

Code 
Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base CUDS and labels: No provision. t 

B. Multilayer: No provision. 

4. Required Symbol: RIS; size not specified. 

5. Type and Location of Symbol: Clearly visible, on or near the 
bottom of the container. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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6. Penalties: $50, with each day of violation constituting a 
separate offense. 

7. Additional Information: 

Council on the Environment 
Department of Waste Management, 
Recycling, Litter Control 

202 N. 9th Street, Room 903 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
(804) 371-0044 

8. Attachments: Code of Virginia § 10.1-1415.1 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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1990 SESSION 
VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY - CHAPTER ’ * 3 

An Act to amend the Code of Virginia by adding a section numbered 10.1-1415.1. relating 
to the labeling of plastic container products; penalty. 

[H 8541 

Approved APR 4 1990 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia: 
1. That the Code of Virginia is amended by adding a section numbered 10.1-1415.1 as 
follows: 

5 10.1-1415.1. Labeling of plastic container QrodUCtS required; penalty.-A. I t  shall be 
unlawful for any person to sell, e-se for d e ,  or distrihte any plastic bottle or rigid 
plastic container unless the container is labeled indicating the plastic resin used to 
produce the container. Such label shaZl appear on or near the bottom of the container, be 
clearly visible, and consist of a number placed within three triangulated arrows and letters 
placed below the tnangle of amows. The tnangdated arrows shall be equilateral, formed 
by three arrows with the apex of each point of the tnangle at the midpoint of each 
arrow, rounded with a short radius. The pointer (arrowhead) of each arrow shall be at the 
midpoint of each side of the tnangle with a short gap separating the pointer from the 
base of the adjacent amw.  The tnangle9 formed by three arrows cuwed at their 
midpoints, shall depict a clockwake path arvund the code number. The numbers and letters 
shall be as follows: 

1. For polyethylene terepthalate, the letters “PETE” and the number 1. 
2. For high density polyethylene, the letters “HDPE” and the number 2. 
3. For vinyl, the letter “V” and the number 3. 
4. For low density polyethylene, the letters “LDPEp9 and the number 4. 
5. For polypropylene, the letters “PP” and the number 5. 
6. For polystyrene, the letters “PS” and the number 6. 
7. For any other plastic resin, the letters “OTHER” and the number 7. 
B. As used in subsection A of this section: 
“Container,” unless otherwise specified9 refers to ‘rigid plastic container” or “plastic 

bottle” as those terms are defined below. 
“Plastic bottle” means a plastic container intended for single use that has a neck that 

is smaller than the container, accepts a screwtype, snap cap or other closure and has a 
capacity of sixteen fluid ounces or more but less than five gallons. 

“Rigid plastic container” means any formed or mdded container, other than a bottle, 
intended for single use, composed predominantly of plastic resin, and having a relatively 
inflexible finite shape or form with a capacity of eight ounces or more but less than five 
gallons. 

C. Any person convicted of a vidation of the provisions of subsection A of this section 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than fifrr dollars. Each day of violation shall 
constitute a separate offense. 
2. That the provisions of this section shall become effective July 1, 1992. 

103 



2 
I, " 

President of the Senate 

Speaker of the House of Delegates 

Approved: 

Govemor 
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Mid Western Region 

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, North Dakota, Ohio, Wisconsin 
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ILLINOIS 

1. Compliance Date: January 1, 1991 

2. Scope: Plastic bottles and plastic containers (not limited 
to thermoplastics) that are manufactured for use in Illinois. 

Size TYE?i2 

plastic Bottles 16 ounces or more t 
piaid Plastic Containers 8 ounces or more t 
3. Required Codes: 

Resin TvDe 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

Code Code 
Number t Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base CUDS: Containers with base cups or labels of 
different material should be coded by their primary, 
basic material. t 

B. Multilaver: Include as 117-OTHER.11 

4. Required Symbol: RIS; Size not specified. t 
5. Type and Location of Code: Not specified. t 
6. Penalties: Civil penalty not to exceed $5,000 per violation 

where a violation is defined as causing (or assisting in) a 
violation of the resin coding requirement. Statels Attorney 
or any Derson of the county in which the violation occurred, 
or the Attorney General at the request of an Agency or on his 
own may institute the civil action. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

76 
The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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Pusnc CONTAINER CODING SUMMARY 

7. Additional Information: 

Mr. George Logan 
[Illinois] Environmental Protection Agency 
325 West Adams Street 
Room 300 
Springfield, Ilinois 62706 
(217) 785-2800 

8. Attachment: ILL. ANN. STAT. ch. 85, 15960 (Smith-Hurd 
1989), January 1, 1989 

Technical Amendment: Public Act 86-177 

77 
The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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85 95958 LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

(b) The Department rhall establish guidelines for lolicitation of gmnu under thia 
W o n .  Applicotio~ for assismce rhall be filed with the Department on f o m a  
provided by the Department and rhall aet forth ruch infomtion a8 may be requid 
by the Department The DepvLment shall evaluate the applicathn rad notify the 
bppliant of the qualification or aonqualification of the application within 46 &ya of 
the dudline established by the Department for receipt of appliafiona. 

(c) In implementing thb  W o n ,  the Dcpvhnent shall, punurrnt to appraprktion, 
make gnnta from the Solid Waste Management Fuad to municipalitiea with ap 
proved pilot recycling p r o w .  Such gmnta shall be limited to 50% of tbe project 
coru, not to exceed a total of $5O,OOO per project. 

(d) No more than 25 pilot recycling project @mu my be d e  purrurnt to this 
Section. 
PA. Sl198, Q 8, eff. Jan. 1, 1989. 

5959. Diapoul of luresdhnituy landfills 
Q 9. Beginning Scptember 1, 1989, no aanitoly landfill in the State m y  accept 

for final diaposal at  any time truckloads composed primarily of kaves, except that 
kavas aeporated at the source from other municipal waste may be accepted by a 
sanithry kndfill facility in those instances where the facility has provided and 
maintains for that purpose separate composting facilities, and the compoated leaves 
ue utilized either as part of the final vegetative cover for the landfill, or for other 
uaes as a mil conditioning material. 
PA. -1198, 0 9, eff. Jan. 1, 1989. 

W. Plutic c o n t d n e n d h d i n g  
0 IO. (a) Beginning Januuy 1,1991, dI pkrtie bottles with s aprcity of 16 fluid 

ounces or more and dl other rigid plastic conhiners with a apatp of 8 fluid ounces 
or more that are manufactured for use in this State shall be coded in a manner that 
assists recyclers in worLing such containers by resin comporition. The code rhall 
UNWist of a hided triangular m w  with a number in the center and letters 
undemeath. The number and letters shall indicate the resin from which the 
container b made as follows: 1 and PET for polyethylene terephthalate, 2 and 
HDPE for high density polyethylene, 3 and V for vinyl, 4 and LDPE for low density 
polyethylene, 5 and PP for polypropylene, 6 and PS for polystryrene, and 7 and 
Other for other materials. including multi-layer materials. Containers with labeis or 
bme cups of different material ahall be coded by their primuy, haic material. 
P.A. 8b1198, 0 10, eff. Jan. 1, 1989. 

5961. Violations 
Q 11. (a) I t  shall be a violation of this Act for any person: 
(1) To aubc or mist in the violation of Section 9 or 10 of this Ab1 or any 

(2) To fail to adhere to the schedule set forth in, or pursuant to, thia Act for 

(8) To fail to implement the recycling component of an adopted waste management 

regulation promulgated hereunder. 

adopting and reviering a waste management plan. 

Ph. 
PA. S1198. Q 11, tff. Jan. 1, 1989. 

1 h " p h  5958 w SBdO of thir chapter. 

SS62. CbiI pclUlty 
Q 12 (a) Any pelron that violates any prorsion of this Act ahall be k b l e  for a 

ci*il penalty not to e x m d  t5,OOO for such violation; ruch penalty m y ,  upon order of 
a court of competent jurldiction, be made payable to the Solid Waste Murrgcment 
Ad, to be used in accordance with the provisions of the Illinois Solid Waste 
Management Aa.1 

(b) Tht State's Attorney or any person of the county in which thc violation 
ormmd, or the Attorney General, a t  the request of the Agency or on hia own 

14 

109 



85 16002 

SPORTS FACILITIES AUTHORITY ACT 

-1. morttitlc 

Aothoaity Aet”. 
P A  84-1470, f 1, eff. July 1, 1987. 

6 1. Thb Act rbdl be known m d  m y  be atrd u the “Illinot Sport8 FdlitiCr 

n u d e a l  N a e  ?.A U l 4 t O .  # 1. rpprond Jam 30. 1987, dr. 
July I.  1987 n u e a f k c  

k A n  to -IC rk IUIDOU Spcm Fwilrne6 
A ” y . . a a d u l o a u t n A m l b c m n a M d  

-2. Definitions4hwml pmvirionr 
fi 0. Definitiom-geneml provisions. In this Act the following word6 have the 

(A) “Authorit).” m a n s  the Illinois Sports Facilities Authority. 

(1) Sudiums. arenas or other structures for the holding of athletic eontests or 
evenu. including brscball, football and automobile racing; musical, -tic and 
other &tie, or rock1 events; and 

(2) Prretiec ficlds, or other areas where professional sports tams may prrctin or 

(3) ”Facility“ also means the following types of property if that property is 
directly related to an item listed in paragmphs (1) through (2) of subsection (B) of 
this Section: 

(i) Offices, pvking lots and garages, access roads, mnspomtion facilities, restau- 
m u  rad rtoria; 

(ii) other reacation .iUr; 8nd 
(iii) Other property or structures including all fixtures, furnishings, and appurte 

01nm aomlly associated with such facilities. 
(C) “Yuugement Agreement” meam a legally binding contract between the 

Authority urd tenant of the facility which contains a t  least the following provi- 
rioar. 

(1) a pnwi8ion requiring the tenant 10 conduct its complete regular home mason 
acheduk and any home playoff eveno in the facility; 

(0) 8 provision r q u m n g  the tenant to provide routine maintenance of and to 
opmte the facility with io penonnel or contractors; 

(8) 8 provirion requiring the tenant to advertise and promote events it eonduets at 

(4) 8 m i o n  rquiring the tenant to opemte or eonmet for CO~MXS~OM for the 
pltro~ of the facility. including a rwlium club and resumt where food and 

15 

mrniaqriadiertld: 

(Bj T d t y ”  mans: 

w o n .  

tbe facility; 

kvargcr will be rcrvcd; 
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Pusnc CONTAINER CODING SUMMARY 

1. COrUpli~nCe Date: January 1, 1992 

2. Scope: Plastic bottles and plastic containers (not limited 
to thermoplastics) sold in Indiana: 

ZYKs Size 

Plastic Bottles 

Riaid Plastic Containers 

16 ounces or more t 
8 ounces or more t 

3 ,  Required Codes: 

Resin T m e  

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

Code 
Number t 

Code 
Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base CUDS and labels: A bottle or other container 
with a label or base cup made of a different material 
than the rest of the container must be coded according 
to its primary, basic material. t 

B. Multilayer: Include as tt7-OTHER.tt 

4. Required Symbol: RIG; Size not specified. t 
5. Type and Location of Code: Not specified. 

6. Penalties: None specified. 

___ 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society orf The Plast ics Idustry ,  Inc. 
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PLASTIC CONTAINER CWlNG SUMMARY 

7. Additional Information: 

Ms. Mary A. Swindler 
Office of Solid and Hazardous Waste 

105 South Meridian St. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46225 

Management 

(317) 232-8883 

8. Attachment: IND. CODE ANN. 813-7-22-1 (West), 
May 31, 1989 

?he Society 0.f The Plast ics Industry, Inc. 
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INDIANA 

(c) The department rhall grant operating authority under a permit h u e d  by the 

(1) complied with all amtnctjon urd pre-opemtjod sturdudr, catrblirhed by perti- 
nent rules; and 
(2) submitted the resulta of a preopentionrrl exnisniona at which demo&&e that the 
incinerabr's perlormance compliee with dI perhent rub.  
(d) Tbe preoperrtionrl emhions wt required by this Kction sbd be anducbd under 

the supervision of the depuhnent. In addition, the mport of the "Ita of tbc p e o p  
t i o d  emissions tcst must contain a ccrtifiotion thrt the brt was performed in compli- 

&ptment  only after the owner of tht ineiDsrrtor h: 

8nCe With: 
(1) dl pertinent des;  .ad 
(2) the prpopentiOna1 emhiona test plan subraitted with the permit rppliation. 

As added bg PL168-1887, SEC.6. 

1S7-214 P d t  P I ' O 6 d O N  

Sec. 6. (a) A permit issued under thia chapter for the operrtjon of an intinuator must 

(1) a provision requiring the permit holder to nolify the depufment and appropriate 
local government officials of 

(A) any release of a contaminant in a quantity exceeding 8 control leve1 muliahed 
under section 3 of this chapter, 
(B) any violation of operating requiremento ertablirhd in t& permit; 
(C) my unscheduled shutdown of the inchemtor or "c ia tad quipmcnt; 
@) any damage to the incinerator or "c ia tad  quipment thrt auld, if unre- 
paired, rrsult in a l r l e p ~  of 8 contaminant in a quantity exceeding I control kvel 
established under d o  3 of ttris chapter, .ad 

(2) 8 provision requiring that the notification be given within twentyfour (U) how 
after the permit holder learns of the release, violtion, rhutdown, or damage. 

include: 

As added P. L 168-1987, SEC. 6. 

15-731-7 E n s o m a t  Of e h t t r ;  g ~ d k  

Sec. 7. (a), This &ptm shall be e n f o d  under IC 15-7-11. 
(s) KiWions of this chapter or of any den adopted under thja cwter up subject to 

the pedhca set fwth in I'G t3-7-f3. 

19-1-21-8 taeimemtms apcnrtcd .I l " d o w  r e  fadti% .pplicabiW d -vi- 

SCC. 8. A permit is not r e q u i d  under this ch.pter for the incineration of 8 wild w 0  
in an incinerator opemted as a hazardous waste facility under IC 13-745 if the permit 
issued for the incinerator under IC 13-7-8.5 authorizes the incineration of the bolid r u t e  
in the incinerator. Ai oddcd bg P.L.168-1987, SEC.6. 

addhi @ P.LI68-1087, SE'& 

8krM 

Chapter 22. Yirccllrncour Solid W u t e  Roririona 
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Pusnc CONTAINER CODING SUMMARY 

IOWA 

1. Compliance Date: July 1, 1992 

2. Scope: Plastic bottles and plastic containers that can be 
shaped by flow distributed, sold or offered for sale in Iowa: 

Size m2e 

Plastic Bottles -- Container 16 ounces to 5 gallons t 
with neck smaller than its 
body and accepts a closure. 

Riaid Plastic Containers -- 8 ounces to 5 gallons t 
Other than bottle: intended 
for single use: relatively 
inflexible infinite [sic] shape. 

3. Required Codes: 

Resin TvDe 
Code Code 
Number t Letters t 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 1 
High Density Polyethylene 2 
Viryl 3 
Low Density Polyethylene 4 
Polypropylene 5 
Polystyrene 6 
Other 7 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base CUDS and labels: Rigid plastic bottles or rigid 
plastic containers with labels and base cups of a 
different material shall be coded by their basic 
material. t 

B. Multilayer: Include as 117-OTHER.11 

4. Required Symbol: RIS: Size not specified. t 
5. Type and Location of Code: 

on or near the bottom of the bottle or container. 
Molded imprint or raised symbol 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

8 4  
The Society of The Plast ics Industry, inc. 
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Pwsnc CONTAINER CODING SUMMARY 

6. Penalties: Civil penalty of not more than $500 per each 
violation for a container manufacturer or distributor who 
violates this law. 

7. Additional Information: 

Department of Environmental Quality 
3920 Delaware Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 
(515) 281-8690 

Mr. Robert Meddaugh 
State Recycling Coordinator 
Department of National Resources 
900 East Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 
(515) 281-8176 

8. Attachments: 1989 Iowa Act Ch. 272 Section 12 
( H . F .  753 attached) 

' The Society of The PLastics !ndustry, Inc. 

85 
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H.F. 753 1989 REGULAR SESSION 

IOWA 

NO. 279 

Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 

455D.12. Plastic container labeling 
1. In this section unless the context otherwise requires: 
a. “Label” means a molded imprint or raised symbol on or near the bottom of a plastic 

product. 
b. “Plastic” means any material made of polymeric organic compounds and additives 

that can be shaped by flow. 
c. “Plastic bottle” means a plastic container that has a neck that is smaller than the 

body of the container, accepts a screw-type, snap cap, or other closure, and has a capacity 
of sixteen fluid ounces or more, but less than five gallons. 

d. “Rigid plastic container” means any formed or molded container, other than a 
bottle, intended for single use, composed predominantly of plastic re-sin, and having a 
relatively inflexible infinite shape or form with a capacity of eight ounces or more, but 
less than five gallons. 

2. Beginning July 1, 1992, a person shall not distribute, sell, or offer for sale in this 
state a plastic bottle or rigid plastic container unless the product is labeled with a code 
indicating the plastic resin used to produce the bottle or container. Rigid plastic bottles 
or rigid plastic containers with labels and basecups of a different material shall be coded 
by their basic material. The code shall consist of a number placed within a triangle of 
arrows and letters placed below the triangle of arrows. The triangle shall be equilateral, 
formed by three arrows with the apex of each point of the triangle at the midpoint of each 
arrow, rounded with a short radius. The arrowhead of each arrow shall be at the 
midpoint of each side of the triangle with a short gap separating the pointer from the 
base of the adjacent arrow. The triangle, formed by the three arrows curved a t  their 
midpoints, shall depict a clockwise path around the code number. The numbers and 
letters used shall be as follows: 

a. 1. -PETE (polyethylene terephthalate) 
b. 2. -HDPE (high density polyethylene) 
c.  3. -V (vinyl) 
d. 4 .  -LDPE (low density polyethylene) 
e. 5. -PP (polypropylene) 
f .  6. -PS (polystyrene) 
g 7 .  -OTHER (includes multi-layer) 
3. The department shall maintain a list of the label codes provided in subsection 2 and 

4.  A container manufacturer or distributor who violates this section is subject to a civil 

Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 

shall provide a copy of that list t o  any person upon request. 

penalty of not more than five hundred dollars for each violation. 

455D.13. Land disposal of waste oil prohibited-eollection 
1. A sanitary landfill shall not accept waste oil for final disposal beginning July 1, 

1990. 
2. A person offering for sale or selling oil at retail in the state shall do the following: 
a. Accept at the point of sale, waste oil from customers, or post notice of locations 

where a customer may dispose of waste oil. 
b. Post written notice that it is unlawful to dispose of waste oil in a sanitary landfill. 
Sec. 14. NEW SECTIOK. 

Additions in rriatiq text am indiucrd by undrrlim; dektiw by 4dl”b 665 
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1. Compliance D a t e :  January 1, 1992 

2. Scope: Plastic bottles and containers that can be shaped by 
flow sold in Michigan: 

2YE2 - Size 

I 
Plastic Bottles -- Container 
with neck smaller than its 
body and accepts a closure. 

16 ounces to 5 gallons t 

d Plastic Containers -- 
Other than bottle: intended 
for single use: relatively 
inflexible finite shape. 

3 .  R e q u i r e d  C o d e s :  

8 ounces to 5 gallons t 

Besin TvDe 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low- Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Multilayer 
D e g r a d a b l e  

Code 
Number 

1 t  
2 t  
3 t  
4 t  
5 t  
6 t  
7 t  
a 

A. Base CUDS and labels: Not Applicable. t 
B. Multilayer: Defined as tt7-OTHER.tt 

Code 
Letters 

PETE t 
HDPE t 
LDPE t 

v t  
pp t 
ps t 
OTHER t 

D 

C. Dearadable: Capable of being broken down by 
biodegradation, photodegradation, or chemical degrada- 
tion into component parts within 360 days under ex- 
posure to the elements. 

June 1989 amendment changed llPETttt to "PETE. It 

Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

* The Society of  The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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4 .  Required Symbol: RIS; Triangle not less than 1/2" high. 

5. Type and Location of Code: Molded imprint or raised symbol 
on or near the bottom of the bottle or container. 

6. Penalties: A person who violates this act is subject to a 
civil fine of $500 per violation. 

7. Additional Information: 

Mr. Wayne Koser 
Department of Natural Resources 
Waste Management Division 
P. 0. Box 30624 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
(517) 373-4741 

8. Attachments: MICH. STAT. ANN. §§13.28(81)-13.28(84) , 
December 27, 1988 
Amendment: H . B .  No. 4711 

' The Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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MICHIGAN 

1088 sudom $8 PA 414 

pulp&s of co- rocychg, ud a;anhinn. 
(MCL 8 18.12611) 

PUBLIC ACT NO. 414) 

PLASTlC PRODUCT UBELl?dG ACT 
Acc 414 .I 1088 

PLASTIC PRODUCT LABELING ACT 
Act 414, 1988, p -; inrd eff December 27. 

AN ACT to require the lrklirq of certain plastic productr; to provide 
for the powers and duties of certain state departmenu urd offi&, 
rad to prescribe penrlties ud rerdies. 

The Proplr of the State of Mumn enact: 

#13.28(81) Delinitionr.) SCC. 1. As used in thh act 
( I )  'Degradable' means capabk of being broken &wn by 

biodegradation, photodcgndation, or chemical dqp&tion into com- 
ponent puts within 360 days under exposure to the eltm+ntr. 

(b) 'Department' means the department of =turd resources. 
(c) 'Irbel' mans a molded imprint or r a i d  symbol on or near 

the bottom of a p h i c  pmduct. 
(d) 'Person' WULL an individurl, mole proprietw. put"h&, 

UIocttjOn, corporrtion, or other logal entity. 
(e) 'Plastic' mrm. my nutmid zmde of polywric orpaic 

compounds and additives t h t  CUI k shaped by fbrp. 
(0 'Plastic bottk' "lu I rigid plastic CQn- rith (L 

capacity of 16 ounces or more that has I Lwdt t h t  is rmrlkrtha the 
body of tbe con-. 

(r) 'Plastic product' m6.r~ I plastic bottle urd any other rigid 
pkrtic container. 

(h) 'Rigid plastic c o n ~ i n e f  means m y  container comp#+d 
pmdomiaratly of p h i c  min rad having a relatively inflexible finite 
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88 PA 414 Michigan Statutea Annotated 

rhpe or form that directly holds a mbst" or ~ t e r i d  md bm a 
Crprcity of 8 ounces or mom 

(i) 'PETt' means polyethyie~e tcnphthelate. 
(i) 'HDPE" meam high density polyethylene. 
(k) 'V' meuu vinyl. 
(1) 'LDPE' low dsnrity polyethylene. 
(m) *PP' polypropylene. 
(n) 'PS" polystyrene. 
(0) 'OTHER' lwuu multi-layer. 
(p) *D' meuu &gmdable. 
(MCL l99.481.) 

8 13.28(82) Pkrtic productr; label required.] Sac. 2. (1) 
On or after Juruary 1,1992, all plastic producta rold in tht a t e  rh.ll 
h v e  a label indicating the plastic min wcd to produce the produrr. 
"he label rhll con& of a number placed b i d e  a triangle and itthn 
p W  immediately below the triangle. The numbers and letten uwd 
on the label rhll be not lcrr than 1/2 inch high and rhrll rppur on the 
bottom of the plastic product Y follows: 

(a) 1 PETt. 
(b) 2 HDPE. 
(c) 3 v. 
(d) 4 LDPE. 
(e) 5 PP. 
(0 6 PS. 
(g) 7 OTHER. 
(h) 8 D. 
Liat of label coder: copier of bt . ]  (2) The depa-ent &all 

maintain a list of the label code provided in rubsection ( I )  and rbJl 
provide a copy of that list to any person upon requeat. (MCL $99.482.) 

4 13.28(83) Additional mtdf prohibited.] Sec. 3. No addi- 
tional staff shall be hind by the department for the purpos# of 
enforcing this act. (MCL S99.483.) 

4 13.28(84) Violation; civil fine.) Sec. 4. (1) A penon who 
viohtes thia act is subject to a civil fint of )soo.OO per violation. 

Default in payment; remedy.] (2) A default in the payment 
of a civil fine ordered under this act may be remedied by m y  u" 
authorized under the revised judicature act of 1961, Act No. 236 of the 
Public Acts of 1961, being rcctions 600.101 to 600.9941 of tbe 
Michigan Compiled Laws. (MCL 899.484.) 

OUtormJI "ea. Act No. 236 of 1981, rbon d e m d  to. k 827AlOl 
a 4.. infm. 

88A368 
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Act No. 63 
Public Acts of 1989 

Approved by the Governor 
June 15,1989 

Filed with the Secretary of State 
June 16,1989 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
85TH LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 1989 

Introduced by Rep. Kosteva 

ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 4711 
AN ACT to amend sections 1 and 2 of Act No. 414 of the Public Acts of 1988, entitled “An act to require the 

labeling of certain plastic products; to provide for the powers and duties of certain state departments and 
officials; and to prescribe penalties and remedies,” being sections 299.481 and 299.482 of the Michigan 
Compiled Laws. 

The People of the State of Michigan enact: 

Section 1. Sections 1 and 2 of Act No. 414 of the Public Acts of 1988, being sections 299.481 and 299.482 of 
the Michigan Compiled Laws, are amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 1. As used in this act: 
(a) “Degradable” means capable of being broken down by biodegradation, photodegradation, or chemical 

(b) “Department” means the department of natural resources. 
(c) “Label” means a molded, imprinted, or raised symbol on or near the bottom of a plastic product. 
(d) “Person” means an individual, sole proprietor, partnership, association, corporation, or other legal entity. 
(e) “Plastic” means any material made of polymeric organic compounds and additives that can beshaped by 

(0 “Plastic bottle” means a rigid plastic container with a capacity of 16 ounces or more that has a neck that is 

(8) “Plastic product” means a plastic bottle and any other rigid plastic container. 
(h) “Rigid plastic container” means any container composed predominantly of plastic resin and having a 

relatively inflexible finite shape or form that directly holds a substance or material and has a capacity of 8 
ounces or more. 

degradation into component parts within 360 days under exposure to the elements. 

flow. 

smaller than the body of the container. 

(i) “PETE” means polyethylene terephthalate. 
(j) “HDPE” means high density polyethylene. 
(k) “V” means vinyl. 
(1 )  “LDPE” means low density polyethylene. 
(m) “PP” means polypropylene. 
(n) “PS” means polystyrene. 
(0 )  “OTHER“ means multi-layer. 
(p) “D” means degradable. 
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Sec. 2. (1) On or after January 1, 1992, all plastic products sold in this state shall be labeled with a code 
indicating the plastic resin used to produce the product. The code shall consist of a number placed within a 
triangle of arrows with letters placed below the triangle of arrows. The triangle shall be equilateral. formed by 
3 m w s  with the apex of each .point of the triangle at the midpoint of each arrow, rounded with a short 
radiua The pointer or arrowhead of each arrow shall be at the midpoint of each side of the triangle with a short 
gap separating the pointer from the base of the adjacent arrow. The triangle, formed by the 3 arrows curved at 
their midpoints shall depict a clockwii path around the code number. The triangle of arrows shall be not less 
than 1/2 inch high or if the plastic product is designed (10 that a triangle or arrows of not less than 1/2 inch 
height curnot be added to the product, a smaller label may be used if the label can be easily read. The code shall 
appear on or near the bottom of the plastic product as follows: 

(a) 1 PETE. 
(b) 2 HDPE. 
(e) 3 V. 
(d) 4 LDPE. 
(e) 6 PP. 
(0 6 PS. 
(g) 7 OTHER. 
(h) 8 D. 
(2) The department shall maintain a list of the label code provided in subsection (1) and shall provide a copy 

of that list to any person upon request. 

This act is ordered to take immediate effect. 

-.--........-..--....._____.__._..........--..--..-..~--.--.........-~........-..-..................~~. 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

Secretary of the Senate. 

Approved .___.. . .___. .. . __. __. ... -. ._._ __._ .. .. . - __. . . . ._ ._ __. . . . . . . . ._ . . ~. _. . . . . .. . . . . ._ _ _  

2 124 



MINNESOTA 

1. Compliance Date: Upon promulgation of regulations which were 
to have been adopted by March 31, 1989, but have still not 
been finalized. 

2. Soope: Plastic containers (not limited to thermoplastics) 
with a capacity of 16 ounces or greater manufactured or 
brought into the state for sale in Minnesota. 

Plastic Conta iner -- individual, 16 ounces or more 
separate plastic bottle, can, 
or jar. 

3. Required Codes: 

TO be established by rules "as consistent as practicable with 
national industry wide plastic container coding systems.'l 

4. Roquired Symbol: None. 

5. Penalties: After notification of non-compliance, manufac- 
turers and distributors are subject to a civil penaltyof $50 
for each violation up to a maximum of $500 and may be en- 
joined from such violations. 

6. Additional Information: 

Mr. Tim Nolan 
Minnesota Office of Waste Management 
1350 Energy Lane 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55108 
612-649-5750 

7 . Attachment: Minnesota Stat. Ann. § 3253.044 

The Society of The Plastics Industiy, :ne. 
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MINNESOTA 

REGbWTlOh’ OF TRADE PRACTICES 

aSE.026. Unauthorized uu of utility metem 
Definitionr. When used in this rcmiOn, the term defmed in wction 

216B.02 have the same meanings. Other term used in thir &on have the foUowinq 
me8ninp: 

(a) ‘‘Bypassing” means the act of athching, connecting, or d e m i s e  a f f i i g  a wire, 
cprd, rocket, pipe, hose, motor, or other instrument or device to utility or C9rtome“ed 
facilities or quipment so that rslrvicc provided by the utility ir trmrmittcd, rupplicd, or 
used without passing through a meter authorbed by tbe utility for mcuuring or 
rtgistering the mount of ”ice providd. 

(b) ‘Tunpering” means dmmaghg, d t e d g ,  djusting, or obstnrcthg the opexathn of a 
meter or rubmcter provided by a utility for measuring or registering the .mount of 
electricity, natuml gas, or other utility wrvice passing through the meter. 

(c) “ U ~ ~ t h ~ r i z e d  connection” meuu the physical conndon or physical rrconacction 
of utility rcrvice by a person without the authorization or consent of the U ~ Q .  

(d) “Umuthorized metering” means removing, installing, connecting, reconnecting, or 
disconnecting a meter, rubmeter, or metering device for rcrvice by a utility, by a w o n  
other than an ruthorizcd employee or agent of the utility. 

(e) “Utility” means a public utility defined in section 216B.02, subdivision 4; a municipal 
utility; or a cooperative el&c 8ssociation organized under chap*. 808. 

SUM. 2. Civil actionr; nmedier. A utility may bring a ad d o n  for dunages 
sgainst person who: (1) deliberately commits, authorizes, attempts, rolidts, .ids, or 
abets bypassing, tampering, unauthorized connection, or unauthorized metering thrt 
msults in damages to the utility; or (2) knowingly receives senice provided u a result of 
bypassing, tampering. unauthorized connection, or unauthorized metering. The utility 
may recover double the costs of the service providcd, the costs and expenses for 
investigation, disconnection, reconnection, rervice alh, quipment, and employees; and 
the trip1 costs and witness fees. 

D u n y n  to benefit rrkpapen. Damages mcovered @der thii rcction in 
excess of the actual damages sustained by 8 public utility regulated by the commtrion 
must be taken into account by the commission and applied for the benefit of the public 
utility’s ratepayers in establishing utility r~tes. 

Additional remedies. The remedies provided in this d o n  8re rupplemen- 
tal and additional to other remedies or powers c o n f e d  by law and not in limitotjon of 
other civil or criminal statutory or common law remedies. 
kn lM, e nz 4 1. 

0 3253.042 

SuMiririon 1. 

Subd. 8. 

Subd. 4. 

32!iE.O42. Prohibiting d e  of c e m h  p h d h  
Subdlririon 1. Piutic cu\. (a) A pelron may not aeU, offer for d e ,  or give to 

(b) A plutic an rubject to ?hit rubdivirion h a h g k  wrviag bevemge container 
eomporad of plutic md metal exchuliog the clorurr “ i s m .  
SUM. 2. Nondegradable plutic A pemon may mot sell, offer for d e ,  or give to 

doluumcn bevemgea or motor oil ooatriavr bald together by nondegmdabb plutic 
nuulid. 

COluU” iD tbir rtak 8 bevemge pschged ia a pkrtic a 

rkt of nrM I &etlw iJu 1.1888. 

SUM. t Penalty. A penon rbo viola- rubdivirion 1 or 2 t guilv of a “emor. 
kwm 1m, c bBs,# 98. 
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13253.042 REGULATION OF TRADE PRACIICES 

ISM Lclw.tlon 
k m  1988, e. sa, 1 46, p* that rubd. 4, 

added .long ritb thr rrrt of thr rretion by bm 
1988, c. 6B6, 4 26, in d f d v e  July I. 1989. 

=EM. Plastic cont.iner W b g  
SuMiririon 1. Dcilnitionr The d d h k h n  in thir rubdivirion apply to thir oecthn. 
(a) ”Dhtributor” meaa~ a person engaged ia busineu that rhips or tmuporta producb 

to retailen in this ~ h t e  to be rold by thow retailem. 
(b) “&beling” means attaching infomution to or emboming or printing idomtion on 

a plastic container. 
(c) “Manufacturer” “8 8ny manufacturer offering for d e  and dirtn’bution a 

product packaged in a container. 
(d) ‘‘Pplutie contab&‘ me8n8 an i n d i d d ,  m t e ,  plutk bottle, an, or jar rith a 

aprcity of sixteen o w  or more. 
Subd. 2. Labeling rulu re~uircd. By March Sl, 1989, the board 8h.U adopt rules 

requiring labeling of plastic containers. ”he rules adopted under this subdivision must 
allow a manufacturer of plastic containers, a person who places producb in plastic 
containers, and a penon who sells product8 in plastic containers to choow an appropriate 
method of &ling plastic containen. The board rho11 adopt rules as conahtent as 
practicable with national induatrywide plastic container eoding syltem. The rules may 
exempt plastic containers of a capacity of less than a speciried minimum rite from the 
labeling rquiremente. 

Subd. S. Prohibition. A pason may not manufacture or bring into the state for u l e  
in this state a plastic container that does not comply with the labeling rules adopted under 
mubdivirion 2. 

Subd. 4. Enforcement; civil penalty; injunctive relief. (a) After being notified that a 
plastic container does not comply with the rules under subdivision 2, any manufacturer or 
distributor who violates subdivision 3 h subject to a civil penalty of $50 for each violation 
up to a mutimum of $500 and may be enjoined from such viol.tjonr. 

(b) The attorney general may bring an action in the name of the rtote in a court of 
competent jurisdiction for recovery of civil penaltics or for injunctive relief as provided in 
this subdivision. The attorney general may accept an assumnce of discontinuance of acts 
in violation of subdivision 3 in the manner provided in section 8.31, subdivision 2b. 
l a w s  1988, c. 685,# 27. 

DEGRADABLE PLASTICS [NERI 

3253.045. Ruehut, ule,  .nd uw of cert.in polyethylene material prohibited 
Subdivision I. DeZlnitiona. The definitions in this subdivision apply to this d o n .  
(a) “Degradable” means capable of being decomposed by naturol biological processes, 

including exposure to ultmviolet rrys of the sun, within five years after the date of 

(b) “Person” means an individual, partnership, corporation, sole proprietorship, associa- 
tion, or other for-profit or nonprofit organization, including the rate and its political 

(c) “Polyethykne disposal bag” means a bag made of polyethylene that E used or 
intended to be PICd for d i ~ p o 4  of mixed municipal solid waste as defmed in section 
1lSAO3. 

(d) “Polyethylene bevemge ring” means a device nude of polyethylene that is used or 
iutended to be OICd to hold beverage bottles or other beverage containers together. 

66 
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PLAS~C CONTAINER C m f f i  SUMMARY 

1. Cdfapliance Date: January 1, 1992 

2. Scope: Plastic bottles and plastic containers that can be 
shaped by flow distributed, sold, or offered for sale in the 
state by retail or wholesale businesses unless exe~pted by 
regulation.9 

2YEs Size 

Plastic Bottles -- Container 
with neck smaller than its 
body ahd accepts a closure. 

16 ounces to 5 gilillans t 

Riaid Plastic Containers -- 
Other than bottle: intended 
for single use: relatively 
inflexible finite shape. 

3 .  R e q u i r e d  Codes: 

Resin Type 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

8 ounces to 5 gallons t 

Code 
Number t 

code 
Letters t 
PETE 
HDPE 

v 
LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

~ 

9 Exemptions to include: (1) readily identifiable plastic oon- 
tainers; (2) plastic containers for which there is no technologi- 
cal capability for recycling; (3) plastic containers for which 
recycling, reclamation or reuse is not economically feasible; (4) 
plastic containers with a capacity less than a minimum size cis 
determined by the Department of Agriculture. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

___ 

?he Society of The P l a s t i c s  i d u s t r y ,  lilt. 
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A. Base CUDS and labels: Plastic containers and bottles 
with base cups of a different material shall be coded 
by their basic material. t 

B. Multilaver: Include as l17-OTHER, 

4. Required Symbol: RIS; size not specified. t 
5. Tppe anU Location of Code: 

on or near the bottom of the bottle or container. 
Molded imprint or raised symbol 

6. Penalties: Violators are guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. 
Each day of violation constitutes a separate offense, 

7. Additional Information: 

Department of Natural Resources 
1014 Madison Street 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
Steven Jeffreys: (314)  751-4732 
Kathy Weinsaft: (314)  751-7971 

8. Attachment: RS M o  260 .281  (House Bills 438,  440 ,  96, 
97 Section 4 . 1  attached) 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, I n c .  
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FIRST REGULAR SESSION 
[TRULY AGREED TO AND FINALLY PASSED] 

HOUSE COMMI‘ITEE SUBSTlTUTE FOR 

HOUSE BILLS NOS. 
438,440,96 & 97 
86TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

2 
S 
4 
5 
6 

7 
a 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

&&on 4. 1. 15r wed in this section, the following 
tmmmun:  

(1) ‘zlbel~DD a molded imprint or raised rymbol on 
or near the bottom of a plutic product; 

(2) “Person”, 10 individual, sole proprietor, partner- 
d i p ,  areociation, corporation or other legal entity; 

(3) “Plartic”, any material made of polymeric 
organic compounds m d  rdditivea that can be rhapcd 
by flow 

(4) “ P I d c  bottle”, a plastic contaha that has a 
neck that t smaller than the body of the conkina, 
accepts a rcrewtype, map cap or other clorure m d  hm 
I capacity of rixktn tlPid ouncer or more, but lea8 than 
five gd0M; 

(5) “Rigid plastic container”, my formed or molded 
container, other than I bottle, intended for @ingle m, 
cornpored predominantly of plastic resin, m d  having 8 

relatively inflexible dnite rhape or form with 8 capaaw 
of eight ounces or more but lesr thm five gallom. 

2. Beginning January 1,1992. no mtril or whohrde 
burincsr ,hall distribute, d or offer for r d e  in thi, tt;rtU 
any plastic bottle or rigid plaBtic container or any product 
in wch a bottle or container unlmr the product bottle 
or container is  labeled with a code indicating the plastic 
resin used to produce the bottle or container. Rigid plastic 
bottler or rigid plartic containers with labels and 
basecups of a different material shall be coded by their 
buic  material. The d e  ,hall conrtt  of a number placed 
Within a trhngle of m w 8  and letkrr placed below the 
triangk of umws.  The triangle shall be oqdaterd, 
formed by three ~ ~ O I P I  with the apex of each point of 
the triangle at the midpoint 0 t h  m w ,  rounded with 
a 8hort radius. Thc s”he8d af each u m w  did be 
at the midpoint of each tide of the  angle with a &Ort 
g8p separating the poinkr from the b u e  of the adjacent 
arrow. The triangle, €04 by the thm u r o w i  curved 
at their midpointr shall depict a clockwise path around 
the code number. The numbers and Ietkn used shall be 

131 88 fOUOW8: 
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PLASTIC CONTAINER CODING SUMMARY 

NORTH DAKOTA 

1. Compliance Date: December 31, 1991 

2 .  Scope: Plastic products that can be shaped by flow sold in 
the state: 

2YEe Size 

Plastic Bottles -- Container 16 ounces to 5 gallons t 
with neck smaller than its 
body and accepts a closure. 

Risid Plastic Containers -- 8 ounces to 5 gallons t 
Other than bottle; intended 
for single use; relatively 
inflexible finite shape 

3. Required Codes: 

Resin TvPe 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Multilayer 
Degradable 

Code 
Number 

3 t  
4 t  
5 t  
6 t  

a 
7 

Code 
Letters 

PETE t 
HDPE t 

LDPE t 
v t  
pp t 
ps t 

OTHER 
D 

A. Base CUPS and labels: Not Applicable. 

B. Multilayer: Defined as "7-OTHER. 

C. Desradable: Capable of being reduced to environmental- 
ly benign subunits under the action of normal environ- 
mental forces, including biodegradation, 
photodegradation, chemical degradation or hydrolysis 
within reasonable times specific for waste types and 
waste management methods. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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4. Required Symbol: RIS; Size - Numbers and letters of at least 
1/2 inch (12 . 7 millimeters) . 

5. Type and Location of Code: 

6. Penalties: Violators are guilty of an infraction. No speci- 

Molded imprint or raised symbol 
on or near the bottom of the bottle or container. 

fic penalties are provided. 

7. Additional Information: 

Mr. Martin Schock 
Director, Division of Waste Management 
North Dakota Department of Health 
Post Office Box 5520 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58502 
(701) 224-2366 

8. Attachment: N.D. CENT. CODE 5523-32-01 to 23-32-04 
(1989), April 10, 1989 

* The Society of The Plastics Industry, I n c .  
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NORTH DAKOTA 

23-32-01 HEALTH AND SAFETY 

CHAPTER 23-32 

PLASTIC PRODUCTS DEGRADATION AND LABELING 

Section Section 
23-32-01. Definitions. 
23-32-02. Degradation rates - Bypmducta of 

23-32-03. Plastic bottles and containers - 

23-32-04. Degradable plaatic rings - Pen- 
alty. 

degradation. 

Label - Penalty. 

23-32-01. Definitions. As used in sections 23-32-01 through 

1. “Degradable” means capable of being reduced to environmentally 
benign subunits under the action of normal environmental forces, 
including biodegradation, photodegradation, chemical degradation, 
or hydrolysis within reasonable time lines specific for waste types 
and waste management methods. 

2. “Department” means the state department of health and consoli- 
dated laboratories. 

3. “Label” means a molded imprint or raised symbol. 
4. “Plastic” means any material made of polymeric organic compounds 

and additives that can be shaped by flow. 
5.  “Plastic bottle” means a plastic container that has a neck that is 

smaller than the body of the container, accepts a screw-type, snap 
cap, or other closure, and has a capacity of at least sixteen fluid 
ounces [453.60 grams] but less than five gallons 118.93 liters]. 

6. “Rigid plastic container” means any formed or molded container, 
other than a bottle, intended for single use, composed predominately 
of plastic resin, and having a relatively inflexible finite shape or 
form with a capacity of at least eight ounces l226.80 grams] but not 
more than five gallons i18.93 liters]. 

23-32-04: 

Source: S.L 1989, ch. 329. § 1. 

The act which added this chapter became 

effective July 10, 1989, 90 days aRer filing. 
pursuant to N.D. Const., AI%. IV, 4 13. 

Effective Date. 

23-32-02. Degradation rates - Byproducts of degradation. The 
department, in cooperation with the American society for testing and mate- 
rials, the United States environmental protection agency, and the national 
institute of standards and technology, shall adopt rules regarding the re- 
quired rates of degradation and allowable byproducts of degradation. The 
department may require test data to demonstrate that a plastic is degrad- 
able including the rate of degradation and the byproducts of the degrada- 
tion. 
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PLASTIC PRODUCTS DEGRADATION AND LABELING 23-32-04 

Source S.L. 1989, ch. 329, 8 2. 

23-32-03. Plaetic bottles and containers - Label - Penalty. 
1. All plastic bottles and rigid plastic containers sold in this state after 

December 31, 1991, must have a label indicating the plastic resin 
used to produce the bottle or container. The numbers and letters 
used on the label must be at least one-half inch D2.7 millimeters] 
high and must appear on the bottom of the plastic bottle or rigid 
plastic container. The label must consist of the following numbers, 
placed inside three triangulated arrows, and letters placed immedi- 
ately below the three triangulated arrows depending on the plastic 
resin used. The triangulated arrows must be equilateral, formed by 
three arrows with the apex of each point of the triangle at the mid- 
point of each arrow, rounded with a short radius. The pointer (ar- 
rowhead) of each arrow must be at the midpoint of each side of the 
triangle with a short gap separating the pointer from the base of the 
adjacent arrow. The triangle formed by the three arrows curved at  
their midpoints must depict a clockwise path around the code num- 
ber. The numbers aFd letters used must be as follows: 
a. 1 PETE if the product used is polyethylene terephthalate. 
b. 2 HDPE if the product used is high density polyethylene. 
c. 3 V if the product used is vinyl. 
d. 4 LDPE if the product used is low density polyethylene. 
e. 5 PP if the product used is polypropylene. 
f. 6 PS if the product used is polystyrene. 
g. 7 OTHER if the product used is multilayer. 
h. 8 D if the product used is degradable. 

2. The department shall maintain a list of the label code contained in 
this section and shall provide a copy of the list to any person upon 
request. 

3. Any person who violates this section is guilty of an infraction. 

Source: S.L. 1989. ch. 329. $ 3. 
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P u s n c  CONTAINER C ~ N G  SUMMAFIV 

1. Compliance D a t e :  January 1, 1991 

2. Soope: Plastic products that can be shaped by flow manu- 
factured or distributed for use in the state: 

TvDe Size 

P1-t ic Bottles -- Container 16 ounces to 5 gallons t 
with neck smaller than its 
body and accepts a closure. 

Piaid Plastic Containers -- 8 ounces to 5 gallons t 
Other than bottle; intended 
for single use; relatively 
inflexible finite shape. 

3. Required Codes:v 

Resin TvDe 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vigyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

Code Code 
Number t Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base CUDS and labels: A plastic bottle or rigid 
plastic container having a base cup or label composed 
of different material from that comprising the rest of 
the bottle or container should be coded as the basic 
material used in the bottle or container. t 

B. Multilaver: Include as "7-OTHER. It 

New codes may be adopted by the Director of Environmental 
Protection when appropriate. 
the code number aqd code letter similar to those established 
pursuant to the laws of other states. 

New codes shall be consistent with 

t Denates requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 

137 



P L A ~  CONTAINER CODING SUMMAFIY 

4. Required Symbol: RIS; Size not specified. t 

5. Type and Location of Code: Molded imprint or raised symbol 
on or near the bottom of the bottle or container. 

6. Penalties: Statute provides for an action for injunction 
against a person who has violated, is violating, or is 
threatening to violate the coding requirements. 

7. Additional Information: 

Ms. Mary Wiard 
Chief, Division of Litter 
Prevention and Recycling 

Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources 

Fountain Square El 
Columbus, Ohio 43224 
(614) 265-6353 

8. Attachment: OHIO REV. CODE 53734.60 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

@ The Society o f  The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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OHIO 

~~ 

A ) Z C t  

To m e n d  geetlons 3734.04, 3734.10, 3734.13, and 

3734.9# and to enrct Beetton 3134.60 of the 

Revised Code to require Irbollng on and after 
JInUrry 1, 1#91 of C@?tbin QlbStiC bott10~ and 

contrlnero with r code indicating tho plastic 

rerin ured to produce them. 

BE ?f EiACZL3 BY ZXZ C a w  ASSfULY OF THE STATE O? OH-Wt 

Section 1. That sectionr 3734 ,04 ,  3734.10, 3734.13, and 

3734.99 be aet,Ced rnd rection 3734.60 of the Revired Cgde be 

oarc:ed to rerC rr  follorr: 

80c. 3734.04. The borrd of herlth of erch dirtrfct 

rtaiatrfning a prog:rm on the rpptoved list undor division ( A )  or 

(1) o t  aection 3734.08 of the Revirtd Code @hall provide for tho 
ins:ectlon, lieenring, rnd ectorcemeRt OF srnitrry strndrrds f o r  

Bolld writ0 facjlitier in conformity uith thir chrpter. The 

C:roctor OF environmental protection Shbll provide t o t  the 

inrpection of hrtrrdous vrate frcilitior and OF genorators and 
trrnrportors ot hrrrrdour waste, isrurnco of permftr, and 

1.4 

1.6 

1 .l 

1.8 

1.10 

1.11 

1.13 

1 a13 

a . a 4  

1.16 

1.17 

a . iu  
1.19 

1.20 

1.21 

1.24 

1.26 

1.27 

1.28 

1.30 

1.31 

1.32 

1.33 

1 . 3 4  

1.35 

1.36 

2.1 

ecforcetent of thlr 

governlag THE rtorrgo, 
hrtrtUour wasteL AND 

SECTION 3134.60 Or ?HZ 
8ee. 3734.10* 

attorney of th8 county 

chapter and of rules adopted thereundor 2.2 

trertmant, tracrportrtion, and dirporrl of 2.4 

A L S O  S8UL PROVIDt FOR TBS LNFORCEKEZ Or 2 . 5  - MVISLO got. 
Tho attorney general or the prorocuting 2.8 

or the clty director of 1rv uhore r 2.10 

v i o l a t i o n  ham occurred, Is o~currln9, or my occur, upon requert 2.1: 

of the tCSpeetiv8 borrd of herlth of th8 h8aLth dl8triCt, the 2.13 
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2 

1egts:rtive authority of a political rubdivision in which a 
viorrtion has occurred, i s  occurring, or may occur, or the 
director o t  environmentrl protection, rhall prorecute to 
teraination or bring an action f o r  injunction againrt any person 

who hag violated, La vtolating, or l a  threatening to violate any 
roction of thir ehrpter, rule, adopted under thir chapter, or 

term8 or conditionr 02 permits, licenrer, variances, or ordorr 

i8@u@d under thi8 ChbptO?. XN TPE INSTANCE OF A VIOLATION OF 
ItCTION 3734.60 O t  TXZ ENIStD CODE, ONLY T U  DIRtCTOR OF 
MVZRQNMNTU ?WXCTXON HAY REQUSST THS ATTORNZY G E N E W L r  OR THI 

?ROStCUTIW A m R N t Y  O? THE COONTY OR CITY DIRECTOR O? L A W  

A VIOLATfON OF TXAT SECTION SA3 OCCURX~EDI IS OCCURSING, OR H&Y 

OCm, TO BAING AN ACTION FOR INJUNCTXON AGAINST A PmSON WHO BAS 

VZOLAZICDi t l  VfOLATINGI OR IS TgRUTENING TO VIOLATE TSAT 

SZCXON~ Tfie court of coamon plrar in vhich rn rction for 
ir.ju.tction l a  filed ha8 the jurisdiction to and r h r X  grant 

pre:iainary and permanent injunctlvr r e l i o f  upon a rhowin9 that 
the perror. againat vhom the rctlon i s  brought hrr vioiated, i s  

violrtihg, o t  ir threatening to violate any rection of  this 

et.rp:err ru:es adopted thereunder, or termr o t  conditionr of 

pormitr, :icearer, variances, or order, irrued unde: thir 

chr?tor. tbe court ahall give precedence to ouch an rctlon over 

b:1 other error .  

Upen writton requost by any perion, the board of  health or 
the diroctor rhall conduct ruck invert!gationr and make much 

iaquirfer 6s are necermry to socure compliance vith thi8 chapter 

or the ruler adopted thereunder, The Cirector or any board of 
health m y ,  upon requert or upon their own initiative, 
investigate or nuke Inquiries into any rlleqed oiolrrion or  act 

of impropor rolid waste disposall improper infcctiour vrste 

trrnsporcrtion or trertmrnt, or improper hrrardour varte r to tage ,  

tranrportatfont treatmeat, or disporrl. 
Thir chapter doer not abridge rightr of action or remedies 

i n  equity, under coacn l a w ,  or rs provided by atatute or prevect 

the rtite or any municipal corporation or person in the exercire 

2.14  

2.15 

2.17 

2 .18  

2 .20  

2 . 2 1  

2 . 2 2  

2.23 

2 .24  

2.75 

1 . 2 6  

7 . 2 7  

2.28 

2 . 2 9  

2.3: 

2 . 3 2  

2035 

2 . 3 6  

3 . 2  

3 .3  

3 . 4  

1 .6  

3.9 

7 . 1 0  

3.11 

3 .12  

3 . 1 3  

3 . 1 5  

3.16 

3.:7 

3 .18  

3 . 2 2  

3 . 2 2  

3 .23  
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3 

0,' their rights in equity, undo; comnon law, or r r  provided by 

8tr:uto to ro;prerr nuisrncer or to abate or p:ovont pollution. 
Seee 3734.13. ( A )  Tho dir~ctor of onviromontrl 

prctoction mry ilrue1 modifyl luspond, or rovoko onfarcoment 
order8 in rccardrnco vith Chaptat 3745,  of the Revired Cod0 to a 
perair or l i o n 8 8  holdor or otbor porionr directing the holdor or 
porron to bbrt8 violation, or to provont any thrrrtaned 
oiolrtion, ol rny oection o i  thir chapter, A rulo rdoptod 
thoreunder, or 1 trrm or condition of r prmit, l icenro, or 

vrrlrnto irrued thoreunder within r rpocifiod, rerronrblo t imo,  

(1) I f  th8  dlroctor d~torminor that an emerponey exirtr 

requir!ng lmedirto action to protect tho public h o ~ l t h  or rrtoty 

or tho 8nv?romont1 ho myl without notico or horringl lrrue an 
ordor reciting the orirtonce of tho oaerqency and requiring that 
ouch Action bo taken ~8 necrrrrry to m o t  the omorgoncy. Tho 

order r h r X  be 8Clec:ivo l m ~ d i r t o l y ,  Any perron to whom tho 

order ir dlroctod rhrll comply imnedirtely, but on rpp:icrtion to 

tbo directs: 8hr:l bo r2iorded A herring a8 loon as porriblo, and 

3.24 

3.26 

3 .28  

3.29 

3.31 

3.32 

3 . 3 3  

3.34 

3 .35  

4 e 2  

4 .3  

4 . 5  

4 . 6  

4 , 7  

4.9 

4.10 

4.11 

4.:2 

aot lrtor thrn thirty dry8 rftor rpplicrtion. On tho b r r i r  of 4.13 

tho horring, the director rhrll continuo tho ordor in offect, 4.14 

revoke i t ,  or aodity i t .  No omorgency ordor rhrll tombin ir, 4.15 

OffeCt io :  mor0 thrn one hund:od tvonty dry8  after it8 4.16 irrurnce. 
( C )  If tko diroctor dttorminor that any porron ir 

violrting or hrr violated thi8 chaptor, r rulo rdoptrd 

thereundor, or r term or condition of r permit, licocre, 

vrrirnco, or order irruod thoreundorl tho director may requoat in 

wrltlng that tho rttornoy goneral bring r civil action Lor 
rpproprirte roliof, including a tomporrry rortrrining order, 

proliminrry or petmrnent injunction, and c i v i l  ponrltier in any 
court of compotont jurirdiction. Such an rction rhrll have 
pretedonco ovor ~ l l  othor crros.  The court may impare upon the 

parson 1 civil penrlty of not more t h m  ton thourrnd dollrrr for 
orCh dry 02 arch violation of thir chaptor O T U R  T W  A VIOLAT'SON 

OF SECTION 3 7 3 4 . 6 0  OF THE gEV:SE3 CODE, r ru?e rdop:ed therc~nbor 

other thrn r rule rdoptcC under divirion (E) of rcction 3134.122 

4 . 1 7  

4.18 

4 . 2 0  

4 . 2 1  

4 . 2 3  

1 . 2 4  

4 . 2 6  

4 . 2 7  

4 . 2 8  

4 . 2 9  

4 . 3 1  

4 . 3 3  

4 . 3 4  
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of tho RrvirrC Codr, or A tois or condition o f  r prrmit, licrnsr,. 4 . 3 5  

vrriracr, or order i r r u r d  thrrrcndrr, Tho court my impore upon 4.36 

r prrron who vfolrtrr a rule rdoptrd under divirion (B) of 5 . 1  

rection 3734.122 of the Rrv!rrd Code a civil prnrlty of not mor. 1.2 

thrn tvrnty-tivr thourrnd dOl1brS lot arch day O f  e8Ch Violation 1 . 3  

of the rule. THE COURT C U Y  IWOSt UPON A PLRSON WO VIOLATES S14 

StCTZON 3734.60  OF T P f  EEVISED GOD1 A CIVIL PENALTY O? NOT MORE 5 . 5  

THAN TWO XUNDREO ~ I F T Y  DOLWS ron ~ A C H  DAY or VIOLATION OF TEAT 5 . 6  

SECTION e 5.7 
Any action under thlr rection i s  a c i v i l  action, govrrnad S.9 

by the Rules O f  Civil ItOcadut~. 5 * 1 0  

(0) NO perron shh11 violate any trrm or condition o f  rny 5 . 1 2  

ardor irsued undrr thir roction. 5 , 1 3  

(E) Monryr rrrulting from c iv i l  penrltirr imporrd under 5.16 

d?v!rlsn ( C )  o f  thir rcttion shall be paid into tho hrrirdour 5 - 1 7  

V r S t r  C?rAt?-UQ fund crrrtrd i n  80CtlOn 3 7 3 4 * 2 8  Of th? ROvirOd 5.l6 

coco I 

See. 3 7 3 4 . 6 0 .  (5) AS C S P D  IN THIS SECTION: 5.21 

Z N C L ~ ' D L S  A ccx CONSISZ~NC OF LETTZRS AND KXBIRS AND IS P W C L ~  5 . 2 4  

(1) " L A B f L "  W S  A MOLDE3 IXPRXNT OR RAISED SYMBOL THAT 5 . 2 1  

ON OR N M  TEE BOTTOM OF A PLASTIC DOTTLO OR RIGID PLASTIC 5 . 7 5  

CONTAZNa TO INDICATE TBt PLASTIC RESIN USED TO PRODUCE THE 5.26 

BOTTLE OR CONTAINtR. 5 . 2 7  

( 7 )  "PLASTIC" MEANS ANY HATZRIU MAOL O? POLYMERIC ORGANIC 5.29 

COUP3L3JDS AND A3D:TZVLS TSAT CAN BE SWm BY nEANS OF THE S.30 

FLOWING OF TEE MATERIAL. 5 . 3 1  

5 .33  

5.35 

( 3 )  "PLASTIC BOTTLE" 113uNS A PLASTIC CONTAJNLR TEAT EAS A 

NECK THAT IS W L t R  TBAN THE DODY O? THE CONTAINERi TBAT ACCPPTS 
A S C W - T Y P E  CAP, SNAP CAP, OR OTHER CLOSURE? AND TXAT HAS A 5.36 

CASACZTY OF AT LEAS? SIXTIIN OUNCES D'JT LESS T W  r1VZ GALLONS. 6.: 

( 4 )  "RIGID PLASTZC CONTAINER" PllANS M Y  r O W D  OR MOLDED 6.3 

CONTAINERt 0:- T U N  A PLMTZC BOTTLf, THAT IS INTLNDLD FOR A 6 . 4  

SiNGLt USE, IS COMPOSf3 PRIMXILY OP PLASTIC ROSIN, IUS A 6 . 5  

RELATIVELY INrLLXIBLE FINZTE: S W L  OR FORM, AND BAS A W A C I T Y  OF 6 . 7  

AS LEAST EIGHT OUNCES BUT LESS T U N  ?ZVB GALLONS, 
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( I )  ON A" ZASTARY It 1991, NO PERSON S a U L  LITHER 6.10 

6.11 " U f A C T ' 3 W  OR DISZRZBVTE FOR USE IN THIS STATE ANY W E l B t  UNFILLED 

PLASTIC DOTfLE OR RIGID )*ASTIC CONTAXNLR ONLESS XT B l U 3  A LABEL 6.12 

WIT8 THE APPROPRIATI; CODE AS ?RESCRIBED IN THIS SECTION TEAT 6.13 

INDICAZES THZ PLASTIC U S I N  U$rO TO ?RODUCL TXE BOTTLE OR 6.14 

CONTAINfA. A PLASTZC BOTTLE OR R I G I D  ILASTSC CONTAXNER UVSNG A 6.LS 

SADEL OR BASECUP CONPOSED OF MTUIAL DIFIEZIaT PROM TXAT 6.16 

COMPR:S=NG T E E  REST OF THE DOTTLE OR CONTAINZR SZALL DE LABEL= 6.17 

WITH PHI: CODE FOR TXE DASIC MATERZIUI UStD IN TEL D m L f  OR 6.18 

CONTAINPI I 

T E  LABEL REQUIRED BY TPIS SECTION S W L  CONSIST OF AN 6.20 

EQCILATERAL TXILNCLZ F O W D  DY T m E  CURVt3 ARROWS OF SHORT 6 . 2 1  

W I V S  WZ% THE UfX O? WCX ?OINT OF TXf TRIANGLE AT THE 6.22 

MIDPOINT OF EACB M O W .  THE HUD OF ISACH ARROW S U L  DE AT W 6.23 

MIDPO'INT OF ma SIDE OF THE TRIANGLE WITH A SHORT GAP nmms 6 . 2 4  

.R.A.NLE FOWD DY TBT TSSE cmmn m o w s  SWL DEP:CT A 6 . 2 6  

TSt IUD Or TEE W O W  AN3 THT U S 1  OF THf SUCCEf31NG ARRQW. TX& 6 . 2 5  
* r  

CLOCKWISE PATH ARO'JND THE CODE ETWER, WBZCH O W L  BE PLACED AT 6 . 2 7  

TE: C m T D  OF TEE TRIANGLE. THL CODE LETTERS SHUL BL PLACf3 6 . 2 8  

IWZ3:A'IELY B t S W  T E  TRIANGLE, TSL FOLWWING CODE NEHBERS AN0 6 . 2 9  

L f T Y E A S  S W 5  DE USE3 ON THE LABXIS I  6.30 

(1) FOR POLYETHYLENE TERLP!?TBALATE, TEE LETTERS *=" AND 6 . 3 3  

THE No" "1.t 

(2) FOR H:GR DENSITY POLYETHYLENE, TEE LETTfRS "u" AND 4 . 3 6  

TEE NUMBER "2"r 

( I )  7 . 2  FOR VrNYL,  THT LETT= "p" M D  THE WER ' 3 " f  

(4) ?OR L O W  DENSITY POLYLTHYLME, THL LETTERS "u" 7 - 5  

THE NUMB= ' 4 " )  

( 5 )  FOR POLYPROPYLmE, TBE LETTERS "Pp" AND TIU NUMBER 7.7 

7 . a  
7. il 

7.13 

DIVISION (I) OF IX:S SECTION, THE CODE LLTTfR AND COD& NUMBER 7.14 

PRESCRIBE3 FOR ?BE PLASfIC UTERIA5 I N  TBOSE RFLfS; 7.15 

" 5 "  1 

( 6 )  

( 7 )  

FOR POLYSTYRZNf , THE LLTTZRS "0s" AND THE NUKBER "6" t 

FOR ANY PLASTIC MATERIAL N A U D  IN RULES ADOPTED UNDER 
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( 8 )  FOR ANy PLASTIC, INCXDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, 7.17 

b!ULT:LAYLR M A ~ ~ f A L S ,  fa WORD "OTBBR" M D  THO NUMBER "7". 7.19 
(s) WXEN Tm DIRECTOR Or ENVIRONWNTAL PROTECTION 7 . 2 1  

CONSZ3ERS IT APPROPRZATZ, HAY ADOPT ROLZS ZN ACCORDANCE W 3 ' 8  7.22 

G W T r r t  119. O? TBt EmISED GODt LrSTXNG PLASTIC MATLZIIALS IN 7.24 

ADDITZON TO TBOSZ LISTZD IN DIVISIONS (1)(1) 'Po (6) O? TXI8 

SZCTION AXD ?RESCRIBING A CODt LETTER AND CODE NUMB= FOR Uff O? 7 - 2 6  

?POSE ADDITIONAL PLASTIC mTafAL8e #Bw LABELING REQUI-8 7.27 

SZMIsA1I TO TilOSE E S T U L Z S X Z B  I Y  TVXS StCTION BAYT 8EIbl 7 - 2 8  

EgTADLIIIL3 ?CIASOANT 20 T U  LAWS O? OTPm STATE8 ?OR ANY 8UCP 7.29 

ADDITIONAL EUTgRIIIL, THt CODE WMBEZI AND CODZ LETTER FOR THAT 7.30 

MATERZU ESTAOLISEEP UNDER THIS DfVfSION S I U L t ' P E  CONSISTm WITP' ' 7 a 3 1  

TBE CODt AND CODE LETTtR K)R THAT AATmIAL Eb%BLISEZ3 7.32 

WRSCANT T O  T E  U W S  OF TSOSg STAT%$. 
( a )  THT E N V Z R O W N T U  PROTECTION A G M C Y  B K U L  HAZNTAIN A 7.34 

fZST O? T U  CODES PRtSCRIRtD IN DIVISIONS tg)(1) TO ( 8 )  O? T S X S  7.36 

SECTION AN3 S W L  PROVIDE A COPY OF T U  LIST ANY PERM# DPON 8.1 

REOFLIT * 

Soc. 3734.99. [A)  Except ba otherwire prooidrd in 8 . 3  

divirion8 (B), ( C ) ,  rnd (01 of thin rection, whoever recklrrrly 8 .4  

r f o h t r r  bay section of t h i s  chapter, except rectioa 3734.10 orL 8.7 

1114.57, OR 3734.60 of the Reviwd Code in guilty of b felony and 8.9 
8h.U be f i n d  at f r b r t  ten thourand dollrrr, but net more t l un  8.rq 

tventy-five thourpnd dOllrr8, or i~c?rironed fo r  at l e u t  tuO 0.11 

years, but not =re t b n  fout years, az both. Whoever ofalrter 8 . 1 2  

rwtten 3734.18 or 3744.S7 ol the Revired C o d e  rhbU be fined not 6.13 

Dote thm ten thourand ballbra. Ebch dry of vfolrtfon 4.15 

conrtitutee r reprrrte otfenco. 

(D) Whorvrr riolrter divirion (GI of arctian 3734.05 of 8.17 

the k v i r e d  CoCe wi th  trrprct to a report required pursuant to a 6.18 

p h n  bpprovmd u d r r  dlvlrion ( A )  of rectlon 3734.041 of the 0 .19  

koirrd Code or vlolrter divirien (D) of reetion 3734.13 of the 8 , 2 0  

Reoirrb Code w i t &  trrpoct to an order issued purrurnt to divirion 0.22 

tC1 or tb) or recticn 3754.04L ef the Revised Code i r  guilty o f  r 0.23 
te2aRy rtd aha11 be fined b t  lebrt ten thousand dollrrr, but not (1.24 
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acfe thr:, tuonty-five thogrand do:Zirr, o r  impo!soned f o r  at  

188rt two yeatar  but not mor8 thbn four Y I I Z I I  Or both. EbCk day 

of vio laf ton  c o n s t i t u t e r  r separate o f f r n r c .  
(C)  opon t h 8  socond o r  rubsequent conviction tor r 

vfo:@t$oa of ray rec t ion  of t h i s  c h i p t o r t  except ~ t i o n  3t34.18 

erA tf34.SfL OR 2 1 3 4 . 6 0  or  a rute rdopt8d under d l v i r i o n  (B) of 

aee t ton  3734.122 of t h e  Ilovired Codac t h r  off8nder rhrll bo f i n e d  

et  lorat t w n t y  thourrnd dollrrr, but not mor. than f i f t y  

tbourrnd dollrrr pot d r y  of v io la t ion ,  or imptlronrd for a t  laart  
two y o w a r  but not mare than  four yearre OS both. 

t o )  )Iboeoct ltnovlngly violrtrr rule adopted undor 
d&vfrSon ( 8 )  of  r e c t i o n  3734.122 of tbr Revis& Code o h a l l  b8 

f5n& not mor8 t h a n  twrn ty - t ive  thwrand dO1htm f o r  arch d r y  of 

VLO&ltiOn, o r  Imprfroncrd for  not m4r8 than one y e r r ,  o r  bo th ,  

Sect ion 2, That exirting rectionr 3734.04? 3734.10F 

3734.13e md 3734.99 of th8  R8vir.d Csdr a r r  h8reby rrpralrd. 

8.25 

8.26 

8.26 

8.29 

1 . 3 2  

8 . 3 3  

8.34 

0.35 

8.36 

9.2 

9.3 

9.4 

9 . 5  

9 ' 7  

9 . 8  
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WISCONSIN 

1. Compliance Date: As noted under Scope. 

2. Scope: Plastic containers (not limited to thermoplastics) or 
a product in such a container, manufactured or offered for 
sale at wholesale in the state per the schedule set forth 
below unless exempted by rule.9 
sales of containers, effective 1 year after the corresponding 
manufacturer/ wholesaler requirement becomes effective. 

Also applicable to retail 

TY€!!2 

plastic Beveraae Bottle -- 
Any plastic bottle that con- 
tains a beverage. 

plastic Bo ttles -- Other 
containers whose effective 
neck is smaller than its 
body, with screw-on or 
press-on lid. 

Containers -- Other than 
plastic bottles. 

Size 

8 ounces or more, effective 
January 1, 1991 

16 ounces or greater, effective 
January 1, 1991; 8 ounces or 
greater, effective January 1, 
1993. 

16 ounces or greater, effective 
January 1, 1991; 8 ounces or 
greater, effective January 1, 
1992. 

2/ The rules shall exempt from the labeling requirements plastic 
containers that are readily identifiable because of their ap- 
pearance and plastic containers for which there is no technologi- 
cal capability for recycling, reclamation or reuse or for which 
recycling, reclamation or reuse is not economically feasible. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

* The Society of The PLastics Industry, I n c .  
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3. Required Codea: 

Resin T ~ p e  

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

Code Code 
- t  Letterst 

1 PETE 
2 HDPE 
3 V 
4 LDPE 
5 PP 
6 PS 
7 OTHER 

A. Base CUD s and labels: 
container's principal resin. 

May be labeled according to the 

B. plultilaver: Include as "7-OTHER. 

4. Required Symbol: RIS; must be 1/2" high if possible. 

5. Tftpe and Location of Code: Affixed, embossed or printed symbol; 
Size not specified. 

6. Penalties: Not more than $500 for each violation. Each day of 
violation is a separate offense. 

7. Additional Information: 

8. Attachments: 

Department of Agriculture 
Trade and Consumer Protection 
801 West Badger Road 
Madison, Wisconsin 53708 
(608) 266-7100 

WIS. STAT. ANN 5 100.33 (West 1989), 

June 10, 1989 Amendment 
April 26, 1988 

Wisconsin Administrative Code 
§ §  57.01 et seq. 

' The Society of The Plastics fndustry, fnc. 
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DATE: October 10, 1990 

TO: Gary Poulson, Revisor of Statutes Office 

FROM : Donald J. Soberg, Administrator b t  
Room 702, 30 West Mifflin Street 

Trade and Consumer Protection Division 

RE: Clearinghouse Rule aY88-199 
Chapter Ag 57, Labelina Plastic Containers for  
pecvclinu. Reclamation and Reuse 

Summary of F inal Reaulatorv Flexibilitv Analvsis 

This rule has been reviewed pursuant to s. 227.114, Stats., and 
it has been determined that the rule will not have a significant 
economic impact on a substantial number of small businesses, 
beyond that imposed by the statute itself. 
effective dates for the plastic container labeling requirements, 
enacted as part of 1989 Wis. Act 31, should assure ample time for 
container manufacturers to comply with coding requirements and 
minimize any conceivable economic impacts on retailers and 
wholesalers. Accordingly, the rule requires no special 
consideration for small businesses. 

The phased-in 

comments from Legislative Committees 

This rule was originally submitted to the Assembly Natural 
Resources Committee and the Senate Urban Affairs, Environmental 
Resources, Utilities and Election Committee in October 1989. The 
Chair of the Senate Committee asked that the Department withdraw 
the rules because the legislature was considering further 
anendments to s. 100.33, Stats. The Department agreed to the 
request. 
Act 335, the Board of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
approved appropriate changes to this rule and it was resubmitted 
to the same two committees in July 1990. 
recorded any objections to the rule upon its return. 

After enactment of anendments to s. 100.33 in 1989 Wis. 

Neither committee 

149 



I, Donald J. Soberg, Administrator of the Division of Trade 

and Consumer Protecton, Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer Protection, and custodian of the official 

records, certify that the annexed rules, relating to labeling 

plastic containers for recycling, reclamation and reuse, were 

duly.approved and adopted by this department on October 10, 1990. 

I further certify that this copy has been compared by me 

with the original on file in this department and that it is a 

true copy of the original, and of the whole of the original. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the official seal of the Department 
of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection at 801 West Badger Road 
in the city of Madison, this 10th 
day of October 1990. 

tra tor 
Division of Trade and Consumer 
Protection, Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection 
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ORDER OF 
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN DEPARTKENT OF 

AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND COXSUMER PROTECTION 

The Wisconsin department of agriculture, trade and consuner 

protection hereby adopts the following order to create Ag 5 7 ,  

relating to labeling plastic containers for recycling, reclamation 

and reuse. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Analysis PrePared by the DeDaX'tment of Aqriculture, 

Trade and Consumer Protection 

Statutory authority: s. 100.33 ( 2 ) ,  Stats. 
Statute interpreted: s. 100.33, Stats. 

1987 Wisconsin Act 293 created s. 100.33, Stats., a statute 
requiring that plastic containers be labeled to promote their 
recycling, reclamation and reuse. This law prohibits selling 
plastic containers, or products in plastic containers, unless the 
containers are labeled with information needed by recyclers. 

Section 100.33, Stats., has a staggered effective date, 
depending on the size and type of the container and whether it is 
sold at wholesale or retail: 

Type and Size of Effective Date Effective Date 
Container Wholesale Sales Retail Sales 

16 0 2 .  and larger containers 

16 oz. and larger non-beverage 

8 02. and larger beverage 

in general 01/01/91 

n bottles 

bottles n 

8 oz. and larger containers 
in general 01/01/92 

8 02. and larger non-beverage 
bott 1 es 01/01/93 

01/01/92 

81 

U 

01/01/93 

01/01/94 

The department of agriculture, trade and consumer protection 
created an advisory committee to help formulate these rules. The 
conmittee consisted of recyclers, plastics industry representa- 
tives, container manufacturers, plastic container users and 
representatives of environinental groups. It reviewed a variety of 
rule drafts and approved the content of this order. Changes to s. 
100.33, Stats., in the 1989-91 biennial budget bill and in the 1990 
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recycling bill 
redraft these 
committee revie 

(1989 Wisconsin Act 335) caused the department to 
rules before submitting them for legislative 

w .  The rules define the scope of s. 100.33, Stats., 
establish proper labeling requirements and create a method by which 
container manufacturers can seek an exemption from the labeling 
requirements. 

The order specifies what plastic co.ntainers are covered by the 
law. It states that plastic cups are considered tfcartons" (a type 
of container included within the statutory definition of "plastic 
container") and must be labeled like other plastic containers, if 
their original use will be to hold a product for retail sale. The 
order excludes container lids, trays used to hold meat or other 
foods for retail sale and plastic one-half pint, one pint or one 
quart baskets used to hold berries or other foods for retail sale. 

The order requires all regulated plastic containers to be 
labeled with a triangular symbol and a code for identifying the 
plastic resin used in the container. The label can be molded, 
inprinted or otherwise attached to the container, in conformity 
with the requirement in s. 100.33 ( 2 ) ,  Stats., that manufacturers 
and persons placing products in plastic containers be able to 
"choose an appropriate method of labeling plastic containers". 
Inside the triangle must be placed a number and below the triangle 
a series of letters identifying the resin used, as follows: 

(a) For polyethylene terephthalate, fflff and "PETE". 
(b) For high density polyethylene, ft2tf and "HDPE". 
(c) For polyvinyl chloride, n3f f  and f rV f f .  
(d) For low density polyethylene, " 4 "  and "LDPE". 
(e) For polypropylene, f '5n and "PPn. 
(f) For polystyrene, 8t6't and "PSft. 
(4) For combinations of resins or other resins, "7" and 

ff OTHER . 
Generally, plastic containers not entirely composed of a 

single resin nust be labeled "7" and "OTHER". Plastic containers 
whose labels or base cups are composed of different resins, though, 
may be labeled according to the containerfs principal resin. For 
example, soda bottles are principally made of polyethylene 
terephthalate, but they also include a base cup of a different 
resin. This order allows soda bottles to be labeled "1" and 
"PETE". 

The triangle in the symbol must be at least one-half inch high 
and the numbers and letters must be at least one-fourth the height 
of the triangle, unless the plastic container is designed such that 
a label of this size cannot be added to it.- If so, a smaller label 
may be used, but it must be easily read at a glance. 

~ 

The order relies primarily on the plastic container coding 
system developed by the national society of the plastics industry, 
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practicable, with national industry-wide plastic container coding 
systems". Section 100.33 ( 2 ) ,  Stats. 

The order allows the department to grant a variance from 
labeling requirements if the person requesting a variance can prove 
it is technologically impossible to label a particular type of 
plastic container. Under s. 100.33 (3m), Stats., such variances 
initially last up to one year but may be renewed. ............................................................... 
SECTION 1. Chapter Ag 57 is created to read: 

CHAPTER Aff 57 
LABELING PLASTIC CONTAINERS FOR 
RECYCLING, RECLAMATION AND REUSE 

As 57.01 AUTHORITY. This chapter is pronulgated pursuant to 

s. 100.33, Stats. 

A s  57.03 DEFINITIONS. The definitions set forth in s. 100.33, 

For the purpose of interpreting s. Stats., apply to this chapter. 

100.33, Stats., and this chapter: 

(1) "Carton" includes an individual, separate, rigid plastic 

cup, if the cup is originally used to contain a product that is the 

subject of a retail sale. 

( 2 )  "Container" does not include: 

(a) A container's lid. 

(b) A tray originally used to contain meat or other foods for 

retail sale. 

(c) A one quart or smaller mesh basket originally used to 

contain berries or other foods for retail sale. 

(d) 

( 3 )  "Department" means the department of agriculture, trade 

A container used to hold pesticides. 

and consumer protection. 

( 4 )  "Rigid" means relatively inflexible and self-supporting 

when empty. 
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NOTE: The above definitions provide additional detail to 
the larger definition of "plastic container" in s. 100.33 
(1) (c), Stats., which is as follows: 

100.33 (1) (c) "Plastic container" means an 
individual, separate, rigid plastic bottle, can, jar or 
carton, except for a blister pack, that is originally 
used to contain a product that is the subject of a retail 
sale, as defined under s. 100.30 . ( 2 )  (h). 

Section 100.33 (1) (ad), Stats., defines "blister 
pack" as a "container in which an item has a covering of 
plas'tic film or preformed semirigid plastic and the 
covering is affixed to a rigid backing." Blister packs 
are used to package various items, such as lunch meat, 
hardware and sporting goods that are displayed by hanging 
the blister packs from hooks. 

Under the definition of "plastic container", empty 
plastic cups sold at retail (such as those sold in 
quantities of 5 0  for picnics) are not required to be 
labeled because they are not "originally used to contain 
a product that is the subject of a retail sale". On the 
other hand, empty plastic cups a wholesaler sells to a 
retailer, which the retailer will fill in order to sell 
a beverage, must be labeled. 

Plastic containers used to hold pesticides can be 
recycled, but only in accordance with the pesticide 
label's directions. In most situations, containers 
holding pesticides cannot be reused. See ch. Ag 29 for 
other rules regarding pesticide use and disposal. 

Aa 5 7 . 0 5  LABELING. (1) TRIANGULAR SYMBOL. Each plastic 

container regulated under this chapter and under s. 100.33, Stats., 

shall have a triangular symbol molded, imprinted or otherwise 

attached. Inside the triangle shall be a number and below the 

triangle shall be a series of letters identifying the resin used in 

the plastic container, as specified in sub. ( 2 ) .  

( 2 )  IDENTIFICATION OF RESIN. To identify the resin used in 

a plastic container, the following codes are required as part of 

the symbol under sub. (1) : 
~ 

(a) If the plastic container is made of polyethylene 

I. 5 4 



5 

terephthalate, the number "1" and the letters "PETE" with the 

s l m b o l .  

(b) If the plastic container is made of high density 

polyethylene, the number "2" and the letters "HDPEtt with the 

symbol. 

( c )  If the plastic container is made of polyvinyl chloride, 

the number / 'grt  and the letter Vtf with the symbol. 

(d) If the plastic container is made of low density polyeth- 

ylene, the number " 4 "  and the letters "LDPE" with the symbol. 

(e) If the plastic container is made of polypropylene, the 

number "5"  and the letters "PP" with the symbol. 

(f) If the plastic container is made of polystyrene, the 

nunber "6" and the letters " P S t t  with the symbol. 

(g) If the plastic container is made of other resins or of 

nultiple resins, the number rt7tt and the word "OTHER" with the 

symbol. A plastic container whose label or base cup is composed of 

a different resin shall be labeled according to the container's 

principal resin. 

( 3 )  LABEL SIZE. (a) Except as provided in par. (b), the 

height of the triangle required under sub. (1) shall be at least 

one-half inch. The numbers and letters required under sub. ( 2 )  

shall be at least one-fourth the height of the triangle. 

(b) If a plastic container is designed such that a label of 

the site speci.fied in par. ( a )  cannot be added to it, a smaller 

label may be used, if the label can be easily read at a glance. 

NOTE: Using a recycling symbol would satisfy the 
requirement that a triangular symbol be incorporated in 
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the label, such as the following examples shown below. 
A simple triangle can be substituted for the recycling 
arrows. 

LDPE 
PS HDPE 

The prohibition against selling unlabeled plastic 
containers in s. 100.33, Stats., applies to sales and 
offers to sell made by manufacturers, distributors, those 
who place products in regulated plastic containers and 
retailers. The law does not specifically impose the duty 
to label on any one of these parties, but s. 100.33 ( 2 ) ,  
Stats., conveys an intent that primary labeling responsi- 
bility will fall first on plastic container manufacturers 
and next on those who place products in plastic contain- 
ers. 

A s  5 7 . 0 7  V A R I A N C E S .  The department may grant a variance from 

this chapter, as  provided in s. 100.33 (3m), Stats., if the 

requester can prove that labeling a type of plastic container is 

technologically impossible. 

A a  5 7 . 1 1  P E N A L T Y .  Each violation of these rules is subject to 

a forfeiture of not more than $500, as provided in s. 100.33 ( 4 ) ,  

Stats. Each day of violation constitutes a separate offense. 
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NOTE: Section 100.33 (3), Stats., staggers the 
dates when the labeling requirenents for plastic con- 
tainers first apply: 

Type and Size of Eff. Date Eff. Date 
Container Kholesale Sales Retail Sales 

16 02. and larger con- 

16 oz. and larger non- 

8 02. and larger beverage 

tainers in general 01/01/91 01/01/92 

ff ff beverage bottles 

bottles ff I f  

8 02. and larger con- 
tainers in general 01/01/92 01/01/93 

8 02. and larger non- 
beverage bottles 01/01/93 01/01/94 

SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This rule shall take effect on 

the first day of the month following publication in the Wisconsin 

administrative register, as provided in s. 227.22 (2) (intra.), 

Stats. 

Dated this late day of d&g- , 19po. 
STATE OF WISCONSIN 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

BY b&/j ' I  A 
Donald J.tSoberq,@dministrator 
Trade & Consumer. Protection Division 

RHP/jkm/Ag57/020/T5 
10/5/90 
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WISCONSIN 

MARKETING; TRADE PRACTICES 100.33 

whether in the form of mix or finished ice cream and ice milk. Productr upon which fees 
have been paid shall be exempt from fuurther fees in successive tmnsactionr. Any penon 
claiming that products sold by the person are not subject to usessment under thL 
subsection by reason of the fact that they were not sold or resold within the state rhll 
have the burden of so proving, and shall be obligated to pay assessment on ruch productr 
unless and until the person producer recorda ratisfybp the department tbt ruch 
products are not subject to assessment 

* * t * * * 
EbtOp- 
Subset (6Xa) uncadd by- 

1987 Ad 399,f 866, eff. July 1,1988. 

100.30. Unfair de# act 

* * * f * * 
(tm) Definitionr; construction. (a) When one or more items of merchandise ue 

furnished or sold in combination with or on conditjon of the purchase of one or more other 
items, or are 60 advertised, all items shall be included in determining cost under sub. 

m a )  or (c); and if any of the items included therein are separately priced, such 
repante price shall be subject to the requirements of this section. 

@) Any retailer who also sells to other retailers shall we the invoice cost to other 
retailen in computing the selling price at  retail under sub. p); and if that r e tde r  
is a manufacturer or producer, both sub. ’ m a )  and (c) sha be used in computing 
the selling price a t  retail. In the absence of sales to other retailers, the manufacturer‘s 
or producer’s invoice cost to wholesalers shall be used in computing the manufacturer‘ s or 
producer‘s selling price a t  retail as prorided in sub. ’ ’ @(a) urd (c). 

* * * * 
L a w  &virion Committee No-I987 Act 175, 0 2 

0 . .  

M o o  100.30(2m), rats., vu  miumbered by 1983 Wbconrin Act 189. The crou-refer- 
encar were amended incomctly in that rct Thin amendment corn the cross-rrferencu. 

€Ittow- 
Subsn. (hn) mended by- 

1987 Act 175, 8 2, cff. April 1, 1988. 

100.33. Plantic container labeling 
(1) Definitioru. In thin &on: 
(a) “hbeling” means attaching information to or embossing or printing infomtion on 

(b) “Material recovery” meana the reuse, recycling, reclamatios composting or other 

(c) “Plastic container” mean8 .LI individual, repnrob, rigid plastic bottle, con, ju or 
carton that is originally used to contoin a product that is the subject of a retnil ule ,  u 
defined under s. 100.30(2)(h). 

(d) "Reclamation" means the treatment of solid waste and ifa return to productive pbc 
ia a form or for a use that is different from ita original form or w. 

(e) “Recyclint’ means the treatment of A i d  waste and its return to productive w in a 
fom and for a use that ir the same aa or similar to the original form .ad w. 
(0 “Reuse” meam the return of rolid waste to producb’vc use without treatment and 

aithout changing its form or u e .  
7 

8 plastic container. 

recovery of useful materials from solid waste, with or without treatment 0 . 0  

*bbmonr h tori ma hdkatrdby und.rllfm: Ooktknr by atuIm&a*.* 
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100.33 MARKETING; TRADE PRACTICES 

(2) bbeling ruler required. The department shall promulgate rules establishing 
labeling requirements for plastic containen. The requirements shall be designed to 
provide information needed by operaton of material recovery progmns to facilitate the 
myding, reclamation or reuse of plastic containers. The rules promulgated under thL 
subsection shall pennit a manufacturer of plnstic containen and a person who plocer 
product0 in plastic containen to choose m appropriate method of labeling plutic 
oontainers. The department rhall make an effort to develop rules which ue consistent, to 
the greatest extent practicable, with national industry-wide plastic container coding 
system. The rules shall exempt from the labeling requirements plastic containen that 
up readily identifiable because of their appearance and plastic contsiners for which there 
is no Whnological capability for recycling, reclamation or reuse or for which recycling, 
reclamation or reuse b not economically feasible. The rules may exempt from the 
labeling requirements plastic containers of a capacity of less than a specified minimum 
size. In determining the types of plastic containers to exempt from the labeling 
requirements, the department shall consult with the department of natuml resources. 

( 8 )  Prohibition. On lad after January 1,1990, no penon may sell or offer for sale in 
this state a plastic container or a product in a plastic container that does not comply with 
the IabeIing requirements under sub. (2). 

(4)  Penalty. Any person who violates sub. (3) shall forfeit not more thpn Ssoo for each 
violation. Each day of violation constitutes a separate offense. 
source: d o n  227.13 of the statutes to dviae the de 

pvtment on the drrtting of mlar under d o n  
100.35 of the rtatutes, as created by this act. 
The dvisory committee shall consist of repre 
rentatives of the pl.sticr indusw, mmufactur- 
ers of plastic cootainen, retailens, plM6C rccp- 
clers, environmental or citizens gmupr, and any 
other persons .ffccted by or interested in the 
subject matter of the rulc~.” 

1987 Act 293, 0 1, eff. April 26,1988. 
1987 Act 403, 0 113, eff. June 7, 1988. 

1987 Act 293, 4 2m pmvidts: 
“(1) Plastic container labeling. The depart- 

meot of ap-iculture, t r d e  md coosumer protec- 
ti00 shall establish u1 advisory committee under 

1987 L&rl.tion: 

CIWTER 101. DEPARTMEST OF mmusmy, LABOR AND 
HUMAN RELATIONS 

SUBCHAPTER I. REGULATION OF Section 
IXDUSTRY: GENERAL 101.143. Petroleum rtomge remedial &on. 

PROVISIONS mew1 
W o n  101.35. Pht WrcOmin p b  opporhrnity busi. 
101.08. Fluorescent kmp b a h t  energy e 6  ness rubidy pmg” Vew] 

dcncy. [New] 

WESTLAW Elcetronic k # u c h  
WESTLAW rupplementr Wisconsin Statutes Annotated and is useful for dditionrl  mearch. Enter 
a d ~ t i o o  in Insta-Cite for display of any pprrllel atotions and ~ L K  hirtory. Enter r co~~titutioo, 
atatutc or rule eitPtion io a m e  4n d4t.W for casea of intarest 

h p k  query for Irrrta-Ci: IC 368 N.W.2d 850 
Example query for Wiacomin Conrtitufion: 

&ample querg for atrtute: WL518 
W.SA.(hSt W h . h S t .  &NL COWtitUbD /I 1 I +a 9 

A h ,  aee W E S l w W  Eleceonie Rersvch Guide following the Preface. 
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June 10, 1989 

Amendment to a .  100.33 
P l a s t i c  Container Labeling 
Effectiva Oatee 

~~ 

SECTION 1. 100.33 (1) (a) of the ~ t a t u t e s  1s renumbered 
~ 

100.33 (1) ( a r ) .  

SECTION 2 . .  100.33 (1) (a) of the r t a t u t e s  i s  created to read: 

100.33 (1) (a) .Bev@rage' ha8 the meaning provided in 8 ,  

134.77 (1) ( a ) *  

SECTZQN 3 .  100.33 (I) (ag)  of the s t a t u t e 6  i o  created to 

read a 

100.33 (1) (ag) "Bottle" meane a p l a s t i c  containex whose neck 

FIB rmal l er  than its body, with a screw-OR or press-on lid* 

SECTION 4 .  100.33  (1) (9) of the  s t a t u t e s  i s  created to read: 

200.33 (1) ( g )  "Sale a t  reta i l '  has t h e  meaning provided i n  

8 .  100.30 ( 2 )  ( h ) .  

SECTfON 5 .  X00.33 (1) ( h )  of the s t a t u t e s  i s  created to read: 

100 .33  (1) (h) "Sale at whole6ale" has t h e  meaning provided 

in 0 .  100.30 ( 2 )  (i). 

SECTION 6 .  100.30 ( 2 )  of the statutes 18 amended to read: 

500.33 ( 2 )  LABELTNG RULES REQUTXED. The department shall 

promulgate -10s astabli6hing labeling requirements 

containers. The requirements r h a l l  be deolgned 

information needed by operators of material recovery 

facilitate the recycling, reclamation or reuse  

f o r  plaet ic 

to provide 

programs to 

of p l a s t i c  

cOataincr8. The rules promulgated under t h l a  oubaection s h a l l  

p e n i t  a manufacturer of plastic containers and 4 person who places 

PtQduct8 in p1ast;fc contalnet.8 to choose an appropriate method of 

160 



2 

labeling p h o t i c  containers. The department shall make an e f f o r t  

t o  devolop rule# which azo consirtent, to the  greatest extent  

practicable, with  nat ional  indurtry-wide plastic container coding 

rystoms. The ru1.0 shall exempt from the labeling requirements 

plas t i c  containers that ara read i ly  identifiable because of their 

rppeazance and p l a s t i c  contalners f o r  which thare Fr no 

t e c h o l o g i c a l  capability f o r  recycling, reclamation or rou~le or fo r  

which recycling, reclamaCion or reuue i s  not economically f ea8Lbh.  

oeffaa- : g: c. 
In determFning t h e  typo8 of p l a a t i c  containers t o  exempt from the  

1ab.ling roqufreaent8, t h e  department shall consu l t  with the 

department of natural resources. 

SECTION 7 .  100.33 (3) of the utatutes is repealed and 

recreated to read: 

100.33 ( 3 )  PROHIBITION. ( 4 )  m e of ~1 astic b everam 

b o t t l  os. On and aftet January I, 1991, no person may sel l  or 

offer f o r  ra le  in this state a t  wholesale a p l a s t i c  beverage b o t t l e  

with a capacity of 8 f l u i d  ounce8 or more, or a beverage i n  much 

p l a s t i c  b o t t l e ,  u n l e s s  t h e  bottle complies with t h e  labeling 

Zequircmonta under 6ub. ( 2 ) .  On and a f t e r  January I, 1 9 9 2 ,  no 

person may r e l l  or offer for s a l e  in t h i s  state at retail a p l a s t i c  

beverage bottle with a capaci ty  of 8 f l u i d  ounces or more, or a 

beverage i n  8uch a p l a s t i c  bot t le ,  unless  the bottle complies w i t h  

the labeling requirementr under sub. ( 2 ) .  

(b) Sal9 of 0 ther ~1 astic bottles. 1.  On and after january 
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I, 1991, no perron may re11 or offer for Sal0 i n  this state  a t  

wholesah any plastic bottle with a capaci ty  of 16 f lu id  ounces or ~~ 

LPOZO, o r  a produc t  i n  8uch 8 pla8tic bottle, unless t h e  bottlo ~ 

complies w i t h  the labeling requirement8 under sub. ( 2 ) .  On and 

af tor  January 1, 1992,  no petson may re11 or o f f e t  for 6ale i n  t h i s  

r t a t s  at retail  any plastic bottle with CL capacity of 1 6  f l u i d  

ounce8 or more, or a pzoduct in ouch a placrtfc bottle, unless t h e  

~ 

bottle complies w i t h  t h e  l a b e l i n g  requirement8 under  eub. ( 2 ) .  

2 .  On and ~ f t e r  January 1, 1993, no peroon may r e l l  or offer 

for ra lc  i n  t h i 8  state a t  wholesale any p l a e t i c  bott le  with CI. 

capacity o f  8 fluid ounces o r  more, o r  a p r o d u c t  i n  uuch a p l a s t i c  

bottle, unlera t h e  bo t t le  complfeo with the l a b e l i n g  requirements 

under sub. ( 2 ) .  O n  and a f t e r  January 1, 1 9 9 4 ,  no penon may uell 

or offer for sale in t h i s  s t a t e  a t  r e t a i l  any plastic b o t t l e  w i t h  

a capacity of 8 f l u l d  ounce8 o r  more, o r  a product i n  such a 

p l a s t i c  b o t t l e ,  unless t h e  bo t t le  complies with the labeling 

requireracnts under  aub. ( 2 ) .  

3 .  Subdivision8 11 and 2 do n o t  apply t o  t h e  oale o r  offer t o  

8011 of p l a r t i c  beverage t o t t l e o  o r  &weragPo in plar t i c  bottles. 

her u l a s t f c  con tainers. 1, On and after ( c )  -1 Ot 

Januaty 1, 1991, no per ron  may sell  or  o f f e r  f o r  sale i n  t h f r  state 
~ 

at wholeealo any plastic c o n t a i n e r  w i t h  a c a p a c i t y  of 16 f l u i d  

ouncoa o r  more, or a p r o d u c t  i n  8uch a p l a o t i c  c o n t a i n e r ,  unless 

the contafner compliea with t h e  l a b e l i n g  r equ i r emen t s  under e*. 

( 2 ) .  O n  and after January 1, 1 9 9 2 ,  no perron may sell or offer f o r  

aale in t h i a  s t a t e  at retail any p l a 8 t f c  c o n t a i n e r  with a capacity 

162 



4 

of 16 f l u i d  ounces or moro, or a product in ouch a plastic 

container, unlorr the container complies w i t h  the labeling 

t.equirernents under aub, ( 2 ) .  

2. On and after January I, 11992, no person may sell 01: offer 

for ea le  in +hi8 stat. a t  wholesale any p l a s t k  container with  a 

capacity o f  8 f l u i d  ounce6 or more, or a product in much a plast ic  

container,  unles6 the contalner complLes with  the labeling 

requirement. under sub. ( 2 ) .  On and a f t e t  January 1, 1 9 9 3 ,  no 

pereon may rell or offer for  sale i n  t h i s  s t a t e  a t  retail any 

plartic container with a capacity of 8 f l u i d  ounce8 or more, or a 

product i n  6uch 8 plasric  container, unless the container complfee 

with the labeling requirements under sub. ( 2 ) .  

Subdiviaions 1 and 2 do n o t  apply to the sale or offer to 3 .  

re11 of any plastfc  bottles or any products i n  p las t i c  bottles. 

( End 1 

163 





Western Region 

Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Hawaii, Oklahoma, Texas 
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Pusnc CONTAINER CODING SUMMAFN 

ALASKA 

1. Compliance Date: July 1, 1991 

2. Scope: Containers manufactured, sold, or offered for sale in 
Alaska: 

2YEE Size 

piaid Plastic Containers -- 8 ounces to 5 gallons t 
Formed or molded container, 
intended for single use, 
composed predominantly of plastic 
resin, relatively inflexible, 
finite shape. 

Plastic Bottles -- Plastic 
container intended for single 
use; has a neck smaller than 
its body; accepts screw-top, 
snap-cap, or other closure. 

3. Required Codes: 

Resin TvDe 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

A. Base CUDS and labels: 

16 ounces to 5 gallons t 

Code Code 
Number t Letters t 

No provision. t 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

B. Multilayer: No provision. t 
4. Required Symbol: R I S ;  Size not specified. 

5. Type and Location of Symbol: Molded or imprinted on or near 
the bottom of the bottle or container. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plast ics Industry, Inc. 
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PU~TK: CONTUNER Cmffi SUMMARV 

6. Penalties: $50 per violation, not to exceed $500. 

7. Additional Information: 

Mr. Glenn Miller 
Hazardous and Solid Waste 

Department of Environmental Conservation 
P.O. Box 0 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-1800 

Program Manager 

(907) 465-2671 

8. Attachments: Alaska Stat. 46.06.095 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI  Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plast ics Industry, Inc. 
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LAWS OF ALASKA 

1990 

sowc. 

CSHB 53Z(Fin) am 

Chopht No. 
61 

AN ACT 

Requiring the placement of certain coding on certain Dlastic 
bottles and containers; and providing for an effective date. 

__IC_ 

BE IT ENACTED BY THL LEGKUfURf OF THE STATE OF AUSKA: 

THE ACT FOLLOWS ON PAGE 1, LINE 10 

Approved by the Governor: May 16, 1990 
Actual Effective Date: July 1, 1991 
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Chapter 61 

AN ACT 

Requiring the placement of certain coding on certain 

plastic bottles and containers; and providing for an 

effective date. 

* Section 1. AS 4 6 . 0 6  is amended by adding a new section to read: 

Sec. 4 6 . 0 6 . 0 9 5 .  CODING REQUIRED. (a) h person may not manufac- 

ture, sell, or offer to sell a plastic bottle or a rigid plastic 

container unless a code that identifies the type of resin used to 

produce the bottle or container and that complies with (b) of this 

section is molded into or imprinted on or near the bottom of the 

bottle or container. 

(b) The department shall establish by regulatior! t h e  content and 

design for the code required under (a)  of this section. The regula- 

tions and further amendments to those regulations shall be consistent* 

with applicable federal requirements conceming plastic product label- 

ing. Prior to the establishment of any applicable federal require- 

ments concerning plastic product labeling, the department shall use 

the codification system designed by the Society of the Plastics Indus- 

try, Inc., including the follclwing features: 

( 1 )  a code cumber placed within an equilateral triangle of 

arrows. and code letters placed below the triangle of  arrows, in which 

(A) the triangle is formed by three arrows with the 

apex of the point of each triangle at the midpoint of each arrow, 

rounded with o short radius; 

-1- CSHB 532(Fin) am 
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Chapter 61 

(B) the arrowhead C F  each arrow is at the midpoint of 

each side of the triangle with a short gap separating the arrow- 

head from the base of the adjacent arrow; and 

(C) the triangle formed by the arrows depicts a clock- 

wise path around the number; 

(2) the following code numbers and letters to be used in 

(1) of this subsection to identify types of resin: 

1 and PETE, representing polyethylene terephthal- 

2 and HDPE, representing high density polyethy- 

3 and V, representing vinyl; 

4 and LDPE, representing low density polyethylene; 

5 and PP, representing polypropylene; 

6 and PS. representing polystyrene; and 

7 and OTHER, representing all other plastic res- 

(c) The department shall maintain a list of the codes estab- 

lished under (b) of this section and provide a copy of the list upon 

request. 

( d )  A person who violates (a) of this section is subject to a 

civil penalty of $50 for each violation. Penalties imposed under this 

subsection for a series of related violations by the same person may 

not exceed $500. The superior court may enjoin a person fron violat- 

ing (a) of this section. 

(e) In this section, 

( 1  ) "plastic" means a material made of polymeric organic 

compounds and additives that can be shaped by flow; 

(2) "plastic bottle" means a plastic container that is 

CSHB 53?(Fin) am - 2 -  HB05 3 2 C  
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Chapter 61 

intended €or single use and that 

(A) has a neck smaller than the body of the container; 

(B) accepts a screw-top, snap-cap, or other closure; 

and 

(C)  has a capacity of not less than 16 fluid ounces or 

more than five gallons; 

( 3 )  "rigid plastic container" means a formed or molded 

container that is intended for single use, that is composed predomi- 

nately of plastic resin, and that has a relatively inflexible finite 

shape or form having a capacity of not less than eight ounces or more 

than five gallons; "rigid plastic container" does not include a plas- 

tic bottle. 

* Sec. 2 .  This Act takes effect July 1,  1991. 

HB0532C -3-  CSHB 532(Fin) am 
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ARIZONA 

1. Compliance Date: July'l, 1991 

2. Scope: Containers distributed, sold, or exposed for sale in 
Arizona : 

= Size 

u a i d  Plastic Containers -- 
Not defined. 

8 ounces to 5 gallons t 

Plastic B ottles -- Not defined. 16 ounces to 5 gallons t 
3. Required Codes: 

Resin T w e  

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

Code Code 
Number t Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base CUDS and labels: No provision. t 

B. Multilayer: No provision. t 

4. Required Symbol: RIS 

5. Type and Location of Symbol: 
the bottom of the plastic container product. 

Molded or imprinted label on 

6. Penalties: No provision. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plestics Industry, Inc. 
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PLASTK: CONTAINER C ~ N Q  SUMMAFW 

7. Additional Information: 

Ms. Valarie Backus 
Recycling Coordinator 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
2005 North Central Avenue 
Phoenix, Arizona 85005 

8. Attachments: Arizona House Bill 2574 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

' The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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Conference Engrossed 

$trfc o t  Arltona 
Muse of  Representat lves 
thftfy-ninth Le lslature 
Second Regular 8 ession 
1990 

JIM S H U W A Y  - 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

CHAPTER 378 
HOUSE 8111 2574 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT; PROVIDING FOR A SOLID WASTE R€CYCl ING 
PR"; P R E S C R l e l N G  RECYCLING OPPORTUNITIES TO 81 PROVIDED BY C I T I E S  OR 
Town$ AND COUNl IE$;  ESTABLISHING AN AOVISORY COMMITTEE ON R E C Y C L W  
WTERlALS MARKETS; PRESCRIBING MEMBERS, DUTIES AND A REPORT; P R W R I B I N G  
O[ f IN IT IONS;  PROVIOING FOR A F I V E  PER CENT PREFERENCE I N  AN AWARO O f  A 
CERTAIN CONTRACT TO B100ER OFFERING THE RECYCLED PROMICT; PRESCRIBING 
SPECIF ICATIONS WHICH DO NOT OISCRIM!NATE AGAINST USE OF RECYCLED 
MATERIAL$; PROVIDING FOR A STATE AGENCY RECYCLING M A T E R I A L S  PROCUREMENT 
PROGRAM; PRESCRIBING RECYCLING Of VASTEPAPER BV STATE AGENCIIS; 
PRESCRIBING DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION REGARDING 
PROCEDURES AND CONTRACTS; PRESCRlBING IMPRINT O f  SYMBOL; PRESCRIBING 
REPORT BY DIRECTOR REGAROI NG PROCUREMENT PROGRAM DATA AND PROCEDURES; 
PQOVIDIHG FOR AN ARlZONA R E C Y C l I N G  PROGRAM; PRESCRIBING ADM!NIST6ATION BY 
THE OEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY; PRESCRIBING POWERS AND DUTIES; 
PRESCRIBING AN ANNUAL REPORT; PRESCRIBING A PUBlIC EDUCATION PROGRAM; 
PRESCRIBING THAT THE OEPARTMENT Of ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY IS THE LEAD 
AGENCY FOR PROVIDfNG C E R T A I N  TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE;  PRESCRIBING USE OF 
RECYClEO NEWSPRINT BY COMMERCIAL CONSUMERS; PRESCRIBING A SCHEDULE FOR 
P E W N T A G E  O f  RECYCL€D NEWSPAPER TO BE USED; PRESCRIBING C E R T I F I C A T I O N  O f  
USI AND SUPPLY; PRESCRIBING OATA TO BE MAINTAINEO BY THE DIRECTOR O f  
ENURONHENTAL QUALITY; PRESCRIBING STANDARDS FOR NEWSPRINT QUALITY; 
PRESCRlBIHG FOR REFERRAL OF CERTAIN C E R T I F I C A T I O N  TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
FOR PROSECUTION; PRESCRIBING A C I V I L  PENALTY; PRESCRIBING RECYCl ING OF 
PL.ASTICS; PR€SCRIBING LABELS; PROVIOING FOR 1ANDFItl DISPOSAL FEES; 
PRESCRIBING RECORD K E E P I N G  AN0 REMITTANCE OF FEES BY PERSONS DISPOSING 
PASTE 1 N C ERTA I N UNR EGUl AT ED F AC I 1 1 T I E S ; PR E SCR 1 8 I NG NON APPL I CAB 1 1 I TY ; 
PROVIDING FOR A RECYCLING FUND; PRESCRIBING SOURCE, US€S AND ALLOCATION OF 
MONIES; PROVIDING FOR POOLING OF RESOURCES; PROVIDING FOR AN ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ON USE OF MONIES IN fH€ RECYCLING F U N D ;  PRESCRIBING A SURVEY OF 
THE PAPER INDUSTRY; AHENDING T I T L E  9, CHAPTER 4, ARTICLE 8, ARIZONA 
REVISED STATUTES, 8Y ADOING SECTION 9-500.06; AMENDING T I T C E  11, CHAPTER 
2, ARTICLE 4, ARIZONA REVfSED STATUTES, BY ADDING SECTION 11-269; AMENDING 
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H.B. 2574 

1 
2 
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8 
9 
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26 
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28 
29 
30 
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41 
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43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 

PUBLIC. A PERSON UHO VIOLATES THIS  SECTION IS SUBJECT TO A C I V I L  PENALTY 
Of NOT MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS. 

49-805. Recvcllna of Dldstics: label1 
A, THE ~EPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP NO ADMINISTER A PROGRAM TO 

ENCOURAGE THE AECYCLINQ AND PROPER OISPOSAL OF PLASTICS. 
B, BY JULY 1, 1991, A PERSON SHALL NOT DISTRIBUT€, SELL OR EXPOS€ 

FOR SALE IN THIS STATE A PLASTIC 80lTLE OF SIXTEEN OUNCES OR MORE UP t o  
F I V E  6ALlONS AND A RIGID PLASTlC CONTAINER Of EIGHT CKlNCES OR MORE UP TO 
FIVE GALLONS UNLESS THE PRODUCT HAS A WLD€D OR IWRINTEO LABEL INOICATING 
THE PLASTIC RESIN USE0 TO PRODUCE THE PLASTIC CONTAINER PRODUCT. THE 
LABEL MUST APPUR ON THE BOTTOM OF THE P tASTIC  CONTAINER PRODUCT AND MUST 
BE CLEARLY VISIBCE, THIS LABEL SHALL CONSIST Of A NUWBER PLACED WITHIN 

THE TRIANGLE SHALL K EQUILATERAL, FORMED BY THREE ARROWS WITH THE APEX OF 
EACH POINT OF THE TRIANGLE AT THE MIDPOINT OF U C H  ARROW, ROUNDED WITH A 
SHORT RADIUS. EACH 
SIOE OF THE TRIANGLE WITH A SHORT GAP SEPARATING THE POINTER FROM THE BASE 
OF THE ADJACENT ARROW. THE TRIANGLE FORWED BY TliE THREE ARROWS CURVE0 AT 
THEIR MIDPOINTS SHALL DEPICT A CLOCKWISE PATH AROUND THE CODE NUMBER. THE 
NUMBER AND LETTERS SHALL BE AS FOLLOWS: 

- 

THREE TRIANGULATED ARROWS AND LETTERS PLACED BELOW THE TRIANGLE OF ARROWS. 

THE POINTER OF EACH ARROW SHALL BE AT THE MIDPOINT Of 

1. FOR 
NUMBER "1". 

"2". 

"4". 

2. FOR 

3. FOR 
4 ,  fOR 

5. FOR 
6. FOR 
7 .  FOR 
49-806 . 

POLYETHYLENE TEREPHTHALATE, THE LETTERS 'PETE" AND TM 

HIGH OENSITY POLYETHYLENE, ThE lETTERS "HOPE" AND THE NUMBER 

VINYL, THE LETT€R "VI '  AND THE NUMBER "3". 
LOU DENSITY POLY€THYLENE, THE LETTERS "LOPE" AND THE NUMBER 

POLYPROPYLENE, THE LETTERS "PP" AND THE MUMBER "5". 
POLYSTYR€NE, THE LETTERS "PS" AND THE NUM8ER "6". 
ANY OTHER, THE WORD "OTHER" AND THE NUMBER "7".  
Landfill dlSDOSal fee2 

A. A OISPOSAL FEE OF TWENTY-FIVE CEMTS IS IMPOSED fOR EACH S I X  
CUBIC Of UNCOWACTEO SO110 WASTE, TWENTY-fIVE CENTS FOR €ACH THREE 
CUBIC YARDS Of COWACTEO SOLID WASTE OR TWENTY-FIVE CENTS PER TON OF SOLID 
WASTE RECEIVED AT LANDFILLS REGULATED 81 THE DEPARTMENT. EACH OPERATOR OF 
A SOLID WASTE OISPOSAL F A C I L I T Y  SHALL MAX€ THE FEE PAYNENT QUARTERLY. THE 
FEE SHALL 8E PA10 TO THE DEPARTMENT, AFTER COLLECTION, ON OR BEFORE APRIL 
20, JUCY 20, OCTOBER 20 AND JANUARY 20 FOR THE THREE HONTHS WHICH END ON 
THE LAST DAY Of WARCH, JUNE, SEPTEMBER AND OECEWBER. 

6 .  EACH FEE PAYMENT SHALL BE ACCOMPANIED BY A FORM PREPARE0 AND 
FURNISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT AND COHPLETED BY THE MERATOR, THE FORM SHALL 
STATE THE TOTAL VOLUHE Of SOLID WASTE OISPOSEO Of AT THAT F A C I L I T Y  OURING 
THE PAYMENT PERIOD AND SHALL PROVIDE ANY OTHER INFORMATION OEEMEO 
NECESSARY BY THE DEPARTMENT. 

C. A PERSON WHO FOR A FEE OISPOSES O f  WASTE I N  A SOLID WASTE 
F A C I L I T Y  NOT REGULATED BY ThE DEPARTMENT SHALL KEEP ACCURATE RECORDS OF 
THE WASTE DISPOSED OF IN THOSE LANDFILLS AND REHIT A fE€ TO THE DEPARTMENT 
AT THE SAME RATE AND I N  THE SAME MANNER AS PROVIDED I N  SUBSECTION A. 

YARDS 

THE FORM SHALL BE SIGNED BY THE OPERATOR. 
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Pusnc CONTAINER CODING SUMMARY 

CALIFORNIA 

1. Compliance Date: January 1, 1992 

2. Scope: Rigid plastic (not limited to thermoplastics) con- 
tainers intended primarily for single service use sold in 
California: 

ZYEe Size 

Risid Plastic Containers -- 8 ounces to 5 gallons t 
Relatively inflexible finite 
shape comprised predominantly 
of plastic resin; does not include 
bottles. 

Plastic Bottles -- Plastic 
containers with neck smaller 
than its body. 

3. Required Codes: 

Resin TvDe 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

A. 

B. 

16 ounces to 5 gallons t 

Code Code 
Number t Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS - 

7 OTHER 

Base CURS and labels: Rigid plastic bottles or rigid 
plastic containers with labels and base cups of a 
different material shall be coded by the basic mater- 
ial. t 

Multilayer: Include as tt7-OTHER11 unless the bottle or 
container is composed of more than one layer of a 
single resin. In that case, the resin specific code 
must be used and a 1171t must be added below the resin 
abbreviation. 

4. Required Symbol: RIS; Size not specified. t 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

' The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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PLASTIC CONTNNER CODING SUMMARY 

5. Type and Location of Code: Molded on the bottom of bottle or 

6. Penalties: Manufacture for use in California of any rigid 

container. 
~~ 

plastic container which is not labeled in accordance with 
this law is a crime with a penalty of $1,000. 
There is no penalty for selling a container that has not been 
coded]. 

[Comment: 
~ 

7. Additional Information: 

Mr. Russel Lo Bue 
Division of Recycling 
Department of Conservation 
1025 P Street 
Room 449 
Sacramento, California 95814 
(916) 473-2761 

8. Attachments: CAL. PUB. RES. CODE § §  18000-18017 
(Deering 1989), January 1, 1989 
Assembly Bill No. 952 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

* The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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CALIFORNIA 

PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE Q 18010 

stop making convenience incentive payments if another recycling center is 
willing to certify operation within the convenience zone without receiving 
prymenu pursuant to this section. 
(6) If a convenience incentive payment to a certified recycling center located 
in I convenience zone exceeds eight hundred dollars (S800) per month, the 
department shall review the convenience zone to determine if the wnve- 
nience zone sbould k exempted pursuant to Section 14571.8. 
(b) The department shall conduct a study on use of each of the payment 
mechanisms authorized by subdivision (b) and on use of bonds, grants, and 
loans authorized by Section 14584 and report to the Legislature on or before 
January 1, 1989, on the effectiveness of each of these mechanisms. 
(c) The department may authorize prepayment of convenience incentive 
payments to recycling en ters  pursuant to subdivision (a) for periods of up 
to one year at a time. 
M SIUC 1987 cb 2S8 116, d a t i v e  July 27. 1987. Amended SUU l98B cb 1528 sa M, d a t i v e  
Srptmber 29. 1968 
kadrab: 
1W Aaed"t: Deletd former suW (rM7) whlch rad "(7) Tbe depvlmm: rh.u stop "g 
convmimcr mcen~ive pymenu if mother raycling center IS d m g  IO rodeem Contamen nthrn the 
movcnicncc zone n ~ h o u :  payments pursuu~i IO th~s m o n  " 
Not+For kpslrtivc Clndinp m d  dahnaonr, ICL 1988 Note follonng Pub Re C 4 14Ml 
R ~ w  d~lclscled 1987 k g h t i o n  19 P a d c  U S98 

DIVISION 12.7 
Plastic Waste 

[Added Suu 1988 ch 838 sa 1.1 

CHAPTER 1 

w s i a  rive Fhdings 

Q 18000. Legislative findings and declarations 
The Legislature finds and declares the following: 
(a) Facilitating the recycling of plastics is in the best interests of the state. 
(b) This division is intended to require all plastic products sold in Califonria 
on and after January 1, 1992, to have a molded label indicating the plastic 
resin used to produce the product. 
Added Suts 1988 ch 838 ~ e e  1. 

CHAPTER 2 

Containers and Packaging 
0 1SOlO. "Rigid plastic container" 

1801 1. "hgid plastic bottle" 1 18012. "L~bel" 
04 18013, 18014. 
$ 18015. Required labels and codes; List of abbreviations used on Iabels 
$ 18016. Violation; Fine 
5 18017. Report to Legislature 

P o  sections of these numbers] 

OhbRrcOQ1 33 
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8 18010 PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE 

6 18010. “Rigid plastic container” 
“Rigid plastic container” means any formed or molded article comprised 
predominantly of plastic resin and having a relatively inflexible finite shape 
or form intended primarily as a single service container with a capacity of 
eight ounces or more and less than five gallons. 
Added St.u 1968 ch 838 yc 1.  

6 18011. %gid plfstic bottle” 
“Rigid plastic bottle” means any rigid plastic container with a neck that is 
smaller than the container body witb a capacity of 16 ounces or more and 
less than five gallons. 
Added Suu 1968 cb 838 sa 1. 

8 18012. “I~bel” 
“Label” means a code label described in Section 18015 molded into the 
bottom of the plastic product. 
Added Sutr 1- ch 838 sec 1. 

66 18013, 18014. [No sections of these numbers] 

6 18015. Required labels and codes; List of abbreviations used on labels 
(a) All rigid plastic bottles and rigid plastic containers sold in California on 
and after January 1, 1992, shall be labeled with a code which indicates the 
resin used to produce the rigid plastic bottle or rigid plastic container. Rigid 
plastic bottles or rigid plastic containers with labels and basecups of a 
different material shall be coded by their basic material. The code shall 
consist of a number placed inside a triangle, and letters placed below the 
triangle. The triangle shall be equilateral, formed by three arrows with the 
apex of each point of the triangle at the midpoint of each mow, rounded 
with a short radius. The pointer (arrowhead) of each arrow shall be at the 
midpoint of each side of the triangle with a short gap separating the pointer 
from the base of the adjacent arrow. The triangle, formed by the three 
arrows curved at their midpoints shall depict a clockwise path around the 
code number. The numbers and letters used shall be as follows: 
1 = PETt (polyethylene terephthalate) 
2 = HDPE (high density polyethylene) 
3 = V (vinyl) 
4 = LDPE (low density polyethylene) 
5 = PP (polypropylene) 
6 = PS (polystyrene) 
7 = OTHER (includes multilayer) 
(b) s’ shall appear below the resin abbreviation when the bottle or 
container is composed of more than one layer of that resin. 
(c) On and after January 1, 1989, the Division of Recycling of the Depart- 
ment of Conservation shall maintain a list of abbreviations used on labels 
pursuant to subdivision (a) and shall provide a copy of that list to any 
penon upon request. 
Added Stair 1988 ch 838 gec I 

34 13R6R.rcaO.l 
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PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE 

8 18016. Violation; Fine 
On and after January 1, 1992, it is unlawful to manufacture for use in this 
state any rigid plastic cdntainer which is not labeled in accordance with 
Section 18015. A violation of this section is a c h e  punishable by a h e  of 
one thousand dollars (S1,OOO). 
Addd Suts 19W ch 838 KC 1. 

9 18017. Report to Legislature 
The Legislative Analyst shall review compliance with this chapter and shall 
submit a report of its evaluation to the Legislature on or before January 1, 
1993. 
Addd Stau 1988 ch 838 sa 1. 

4 2lOOO and following sections-general references: 
Witkin Summary (9th cd) Red Propmy $0 58, 61, 87. 
CJifomia water for national forests: R a m e d  rtnts, riparian rights, and instrum approprirtions. (1987) 
20 UCD LR 921. 
hum v phn ing :  The anatomy of four h d - u s e  p h n i n g  conflicts in Wi fomu.  (1987) 15 W s L m  St 

. LR 1. 

Tbc Legislature intended that the Cahfornir 
Environmenul Quality Act (Pub. Resources Code, 
4 21050 et rsq.) be interpreted in such a manner IS 

to d o r d  the fullest possible protection to the 
e n v i r a r " t  within the rersonrble s c o p ~  of the 
statutory hguap. Ciry of Liwnnore v Lou1 
Agency Fomution Com. (1986, 1st Dirt) 184 W 
App M 531. 
'As applied to private projats, the purpose of 

the W f o m i a  Environmental Q d i t y  Act (Pub. 
Raources Code. 4 21000 et scq.) is to minimuc 
the dverre &eca of new construction on the 
environment. To serve this goal. the act requires 
asscsment of environmental consequenEa where 
govmment has the authority through its regula- 
tory powers to eliminate or mitigate one or more 
d v e r v  environmental consequences a study could 
mal. Friends of Westwood, Inc. \ Ciry of Los 
Angela (1987, 2d Dist) 191 cP1 App 3d 259, 235 
C.1 Rptr 788. 

T h e  Wifomir Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) (Pub. Resources Code. $21000 et q.) 
must be interpreted in such a manner as to afford 
the fulkst possible protection to the environment 

within the rasonablc rcopc of the statutory h- 
guage. Since the act applies only to pro)ects of a 
discretionary. rather than a ministehl, character 
(Pub. Resources Code, Q 21080), doubts whether a 
project is discretionary or miNsterLl should k 
raolved ul favor of a dndinp t h t  it is discretion- 
ary Further, where a project h.of a hybrid discre- 
tionary ministerial character. CEQA applies even 
if the project is largely ministerid. Friends of 
Westwood. Inc. v City of Los Angela (1987, 2d 
Dirt) 191 01 App 3d 259. 235 Cd Rptr 788. 

Local agencia must prepare UI environmental 
impact repon (EIR) on my project which may 
have a significant d e c t  on the environment (Pub. 
Raourca  Code. $ 21 151). The word "may" con- 
no ta  a reasonable possibility. Moreover. the Legis- 
lature intended the Cdifomia Environmental 
Quality Act (Pub. Resources Code, Q 21000 et 
seq.) to k interpreted in such manner as to atlord 
the fullest possible protection to the environment 
within the reasonable r o p e  of the statutory Ian- 
guage' This principle of interpretation demands a 
low threshold requirement for prepamtion of an 
EIR. Sundstrom v County of Mmdocino (1988, 
1st Dirt) 202 GI App 3d 296. 248 Cd Rptr 352. 

4 21000. Declaration of legislative findings and intent 
Witkin Summary (9th cd) Rml Propmj 4 58 

1.1. GaWd 
fbc fundwnental obJectlve of the Califonria 

bntonmmul Qualit) Act (Pub Resources Code. 
4 21000 et wq ) (CEQA) is to ensure that environ- 
-td considerattons play a significant role in 
8ovcrnmcntal decisionmaking To facilitate 
CEQA'S informational role. the cnvcronmmul im. 

I O R a R r ~ l  

p u t  repon must contain facts and analysis. not 
just the agency's &re conclusions and opinions. 50 

.I to enable the decisionnuken and the public to 
make an independent. rasoned justmmt about a 
proposed projeci Public paniciprtion is m ~ n -  
cia1 pan of the CEQA process. and a prOJCCl must 
bc open for public discussion and agency modifica- 

35 
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Assembly Bill No. 952 

An act to amend Section 18015 of the Public Resources Code, 
relating to plastic containers, and declaring the urgency thereof, to 
take & a t  immediately. 

[Approved by Covcmor June 7,1989. Filed with 
Secretary of Sute June 8,lOee.l 

UCISLATIVE COUNSELS DICEST 
AB 952, Uea. Rigid plastic containers: coding. 
Existing law requires all rigid plastic bottles, as defined, and all 

rigid plastic containers, as ddined, sold in California on md after 
January 1,1992, to be labeled with a specrfied code which indicates 
the resin used, including the code "PEW for polyethylene 
terephthalate. 

This bill would change that code to "PEIX." 
The bill would declare that it is to take &ect immediately as an 

urgency statute. 

The people of the Stab d- do enact as fbllows: 

SECTION 1. Section 18015 of the Public Resources code is  
amended to read: 

19015. (a) AU rigid plastic bottles and rigid plastic containers 
sold in California on and after January 1,1992, shall be lobeled with 
a code which indicates the resin used to produce the rigid plastic 
bottje or rigid plastic container. Rigid plastic bottles or rigid plastic 
containers with labels and basecups of a different material shall be 
coded by their basic material. The code shall consist of a number 
placed inside a triangle, and letters placed below the triangle. The 
triLlngle shall be equilateral, fonncd by three MOWS with the apex 
of each point of the hiangle at the midpoint of each arrow, rounded 
with a short radius. The pointer (arrowhead) of each arrow shall be 
at the midpoint of each side of the triangle with a short gap 
separating the pointer from the base of the adjacent m o w .  The 
triangle, formed by the three arrows curved at their midpoints shall 
depict a clockwise path around the code number. The numbers and 
letters used shall be as follows: 

3 

1 = PETE (polyethylene terephthalate) 
2 - HDPE (high density polyethylene) 
3 - v (vinyl) 
4 - LDPE (low density polyelhylene) 
3 = PP (polypropylene) 
6 = PS (polystyrene) 
7 - OTHER (includes multilayer) 
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Ch. 37 -2- 

(b) A '7" s h d  appear below the resin abbreviation when the 
bottle or container is composed of more than one layer of that resin. 

(c) On and after January 1,1989, the Division of Recycling of the 
Department of Conservation shrill maintain a list of abbreviations 
used on labels pursuant to subdivision (a) and shall provide a copy 
of that list to any person upon request. 
SEC. 2. This act i s  M urgency statute necessary for the 

immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety within 
the meaning of Article N of the Constitution and shall go into 
immediate effect. The fack constituting the necessity are: 
The code for polyethylene terephthalate, as contained in Section 

18013 of the Public Resources Code, i s  in conflict witb an existing 
trademark, and, since container manufacturers are required to code 
d applicable plastic containers on or before Jpnuprv 1, 1992, it is 
necessary that this act take &ect immediately to provide sufEcient 
time for compIiance. 

0 
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PLASTK: CONTAINER COOING SUMMARY 

COLORADO 

1. Compliance Date: July 1, 1992; automatically repealed effec- 
tive July 1, 1994. 

2. Scope: Rigid plastic containers intended primarily for 
single service use that can be shaped by flow manufactured on 
or after July 1, 1992, that are distributed, sold or offered 
for sale in Colorado: 

TvDe Size 

picrid Plastic Containers -- 8 ounces to 5 gallons t 
Relatively inflexible finite 
shape comprised predominantly 
of plastic resin unless it is 
a plastic bottle. 

plastic Bottles -- Plastic 
container with neck smaller 
than its body. 

3. Required Codes: 

Resin TvDe 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

16 ounces to 5 gallons t 

Code 
Number t 

Code 
Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 
v 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base CUDS and labels: Containers with base cups or 
labels of different material shall be coded by their 
primary basic material. t 

B. Multilayer: Include as "7-OTHER. 

4. Required Bymbol: RIS; Size not specified. t 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

e The Society of The Plastics !ndustry, !nc. 
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PLASTIC COHTA~NER CODING SUMMARY 

5. Type and Location of Code: Molded on the bottom of the 
bottle or container. 

6. Penalties: None provided. 

7. Additional Information: 

Department of Health 
Division of Waste Management 
4210 East 11th Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 80220 

[Not yet officially responsible for 
implementation] 

(303) 320-8333 

8. Attachment : COLO. REV. STAT. 525-17-102, May 17, 1989 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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COLORADO 

- 
HOUSE BILL NO. 13W. 

8Y REPRESENTATIVES Tucker, Bond, DeHerrera, F l  sh, 
P. Hernandez, Johnson, Jones, Kerns, Kllllan, Knox, Kopel, 
Masson, Pierson, ROmCro, Ruddlck, Rupert, Schauer, Shoemaker, 
Tanner, Webb, K. Wllllams, 5. Wllllams, and Wright: 
also SENATORS Contidine, A1 lison, OeNler, Hopper, HUM, 
Mender, Morton, Owens, Pascoe, Peterson, R l t t u t a ,  Schaffcr, 
Schroeder, Strickland, Tebedo, Traylor, Wattenberg, Wells, 
Wham, and Winkle+. 

CONCfRWIMG THE RECYCLING OF PLASTIC PRODUCTS. 

%e It -- enacted Genera 1 As smb ly of the -- State - of - Co 1 or ado : 

SECTION 1. Title 25, Colorado Revised Statutes, 1982 
Rep). Vol., as amended, I s  mended BY THE ADDITION OF A NEw 
ARTICLE to read: 

ARTICLE 17 
Recycling of Plastics 

25-17-101. Lcsfslative declaration. The general 
assembly hereby finds and declares that the recycling of 
plastic materlrls I s  a matter of statewide concern and that 
such recycling should be promoted In cooperation with unlts of 
local government In llght of its econolnlc and environmental 
benefits. The general assembly further finds that the 
recycling o f  plastic products wlll decrease the amount o f  
plastlc whlch I s  disposed of in landfills and will also spur 
economic development In the tecyclIng Industry in Colorado. It 
Is the Intent of the general assembly In adopting thls act to 
encourage the development of the recycling Industry and the 
devrlopaent of markets for recycled plastlc materials. 

2s-17-102. Definltions. As used In this article, unless 
the context otherwise requires: 
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( I )  mLaCH1' means one of the code labels described I n  
sectlon 2s-17-103 whlch 1s molded In to  the botton o f  a p las t l c  
cont a i  ner . 

(2) "Plastic" mans any material made o f  polymeric 
organlc compounds and addltlves tha t  can be shaped by flow. 

(3) "Plastlc bot t le '  means a p las t l c  container tha t  has 
a neck that l s  smaller than the body o f  the contalner, accepts 
a scrw-type,. snap-cap, or other closure, and has a capaclty 
of slxteen f l u i d  ounces or more but less than f i v e  gallons. 

(4) "Rigid p las t l c  contalner" mans any formed or molded 
contdiner other than a bot t le ,  lntended for s ing le use, 
composed predominantly of p las t i c  resln, and havlng a 
r e l a t i v e l y  i n f l e x i b l e  f i n i t e  shape or form with a capaclty o f  
e ight  ounces or more but less than f l v r  gallons. 

25-17-103. Labelina and coding. (1) On or a f t e r  July 
1, 1992, no person shal l  d is t r ibute,  sell, or offer for sale 
i n  t h i s  s ta te any p las t i c  b o t t l e  or r i g i d  p las t i c  con ta lmr  
manufactured on or af ter  July 1, 1992, unless the product I s  
labeled r l t h  a code ind icat ing the p l a s t l c  res in  used t o  
produce the b o t t l e  or contalner. P las t ic  bo t t les  or r l g l d  
p l a s t i c  containers wi th  labels and basecups o f  a d l f f e r e n t  
matertal sha l l  be coded by t h e i r  basic material. Such code 
sha l l  consist o f  a number placed w i th in  a t r i ang le  o f  arrows 
and l e t t e r s  placed below the t r iang le  o f  arrows. The t r i ang le  
sha l l  be q u i l a t e r a l ,  formed by three a r m s  wi th  the apex o f  
each po in t  of the t r iang le  a t  the midpoint o f  each arrou, 
rounded wi th  a short radius. The arrowhead o f  each a r m  
sha l l  be a t  the midpoint o f  each slde o f  the arrow. The 
tr iangle, fonncd by the three arrows curved a t  t h e l r  
midpoints, sha l l  depict a clockwise path around the code 
number. The numbers and l e t t e r s  used shal l  be as follows: 
1-PETE (polyethylene terephthalate) , 2 4 D P E  (high density 
polyethylene) * 3-V (vinyl), &LOPE (low density 
polyethylene) , 5-PP (polypropylene) , b P S  (polystyrene) , 
7 4 T H E R  (Includes u l t l - l a y e r ) .  

25-17-104. Local qovermnnt prtcmgtlon. No unlt o f  
loca l  aovrrment shal l  reauire or Drohlblt  the use or sale o f  
specific types o f  p l a s t l c  'materials or products. 

25-17-105. P i l o t  prwram - recycled p l a s t i c  - rules. 
(1) The executive d i rec to r  o f  the department of local a f f a i r s  
M y  establish a p i l o t  program for tht'purpose o f  encouraging 
pr iva te  industry t o  engage i n  the research and development of 
new technologies f o r  recyc l ing p last lc t .  The executive 
d i rec to r  o f  the department o f  loca l  a f f a l r s  my cooperate w i th  
any other en t f t y  o f  s ta te government, including Ins t i t u t i ons  
o f  higher education, i n  developing the p i l o t  progtm. 
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(2) The executlve dlrector o f  the department of local 
af fa l rs may make grants or loans t o  prlvate InduStry for the 
research a d  development authorlied by subsection (1) of t h l s  
sectlon. Sald grants and loans shall be made only to  prlvate 
lndustrles for  locr t lon or expantlon In  Colorado. 

(3) The executlve director of the department o f  local 
affalrs Is hereby authorlted t o  accept any grants or loans 
from any publlc or private source for the purpose o f  
encouraglng plast lcs recycllng. None of such moneys shall be 
used for overhead or admlnlstrrtive costs o f  the department. 

2S017-106. Repeal o f  art ic le.  This a r t l c l e  1s repealed,. 
effect lve July 1, 1994. 

SECTION 2. T I t l e  8, Colorado Revised Statutes, 1986 
Rep1 . Vol., as amended, I s  mended BY THE ADOITION OF A NEW 
ARTICLE t o  read: 

ARTICLE 19.5 
Bld Preference Recycled P la r t l c  Products 

6-19.5-101. Bld preference - recycled Dlastfc DtodUCtS. 
f l l  When a contract I s  t o  be awarded In  1 DUblfC Dmlect. a 
iiider * who has used recycled plast lcs I n  the markfacturi o f  
the colrhodlty or supplles descrlbed In the b ld  shal l  be 
allowed a preference o f  up t o  f l v e  percent f o r  flnlshed 
products whlch contaln no less than ten percent recycled 
p l  ast ics  . 

(2) I f  It I s  detcmlned by the of f lccr  responsible f o r  
awardlng a b ld  that corrpllanct wlth th i s  sactlon aay cause 
denlal o f  federal moneys whlch would otherwlse be avallable or 
would othanlse be lnconslstent wlth requlrcntnts o f  federal 
law, th ls  sactlon shall be suspended, but only t o  the extent 
necessary t o  prevent denlal of the moneys or t o  el lninate the 
Inconslstemy wlth federal nqulrswnts.  

(3)  For purposes of  th ls  sectlon, .public project" means 
any publlcly funded contract entered In to by 8 govemmntal 
body of the mecutlve branch of th ls  state whlch I s  subject t o  
the 'Procurement Code., ar t lc les 101 t o  112 o f  t l t l e  24, 
C.R.S. 

SECTION 3, Ar t lc le  22 o f  t l t l e  39, Colorado Revised 
Statutes, 1982 Repl. Vol., as amended, i s  mended BY THE 
AOOITIOW OF A NEH SECTION t o  mad: 

39-22414.5. Tax credlt for  Investment I n  technoloqles 
f o r  rccycllng D lastics. ( 1 ) T  ere shall be allowed t o  each 
res ident  Indlvldual. as a credit aaalnst the Income taxes 
Imposed by th l s  -ai t lc le,  a plasticgrecycl lq credit equal t o  
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twenty percent o f  net expendltures t o  th l rd  part les for rent, 
wages, rupplles, contuMble tools, eWmnt, test  inventory, 
md u t l l l t l e t  up t o  ten th”d dollars u d e  by the t u p u e r  

In Colorado, wlth a f o r  new plast ic ncyc l lng  techno1 
urtlun credl t  of two thousand dol am. The tu credl t  
allowed In  t h l s  section shal l  be applicable only t o  l m w  
related t o  the otpendltum descrlbed In  t h l s  subsectlon (l), 

(2) If the credl t  allowed under th l r  sectlon exceeds the 
Income taxes othenlse due on the c la fwnt ’s  lnc#c, the 
mount o f  the credl t  not usad as m of fse t ’  ~ g a l n s t  Income 
t u e s  my be carried fonard as a tot credit agalnst 
subsequent years’ Income tu l labl l l ty  f o r  a perlod not 
exceedlng f l v e  years and shall  ba apolled f l r s t  to the 
eat l lest  years possible, 

T 

(3) Any fom f l l ed  wlth the department o f  revenue for 
the purpose of C h l d n g  the credl t  allowed by t h l s  sectlon 
shall be accolapanlrd by coples of my ncelpts,  b l t l s ,  or 
other documentatlon of the quallf led expendlturer c l r l w d  for 
the purpose of recclvlng such credit. 

SECTION 8.  Part 3 of a r t l c l e  22 of t l t l e  39, COlOt8dO 
Revlsed Statutes, 1982 Repl. Vol., as amended, 1s mended BY 
THE AOOITION OF A NEW SECTION to  read: 

39-22.309. Tax c ted l t  f o r  lnvestmnt I n  technoloqier f o r  

oAcst  c corporation and foreign corporatlon, as a credlt 
against the lncocrw taxes lapored by th l s  part 3, a p last ic  
recycling cradl t  q u a l  to twenty percent of net expendlturer 
t o  t h l t d  par t le t  for tint, wages, supplles, consumable tools, 
equipment, test  Inventory, and u t l l l t i e s  up t o  ten thousand 

technology l n  Colorado, wlth a wxlulr credi t  o f  two thousand 
dollars, The tax credl t  allowed In  t h l s  tect lon shal l  be 
applicable only t o  lncum related to the expendltures 
descrlbed i n  th l s  subsutlon (1). 

(2) If the credl t  allowed under th ls sectlon exceeds the 
Inam tores othenlse due on the clalm#nt’s lmorr, the 
mount o f  the credl t  not used as an offset agalnst lncolw 
t u e s  uy be carrled forward as a tor credlt agalnst 
rubsquent years’ lmom tor l lab l l l t y  for a petlod not 
urclndlng f l v e  years and shall  be applied f l t s t  t o  the 
8ar l  les t  years possfble, 

(3) Any fora f i l ed  wlth the department of revenue for 
the purpose of clrlmlng the credl t  allowed by t h l s  section 
shal l  be accoapinled by coples of  my ncelpts,  b l l l s ,  or 
Other documentatlon of the qual i t led expendltures claimed for 
tk purpose of r e c c l v l q  such credlt. 

7 1  ;ng plartlcs. (1) Th ere shall  k a l ~ ~ o u d  t o  each 

dollars made by the twpryrer for nW p 1 a S t l C  nCyC’l1q 
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SECTION 5. No amrooriation. The general assembly has 
d e t c d n e d  tha t  t h i s  act  can be iinplemcntcd within ex is t lng  
approprfations, and therefore no separate dppropriation o f  
state moneys i s  necessary t o  carry out the purposes of th is  
r c t  . 

SECTION 6. Ef fect ive date - applicability. This act 
sha l l  take effect July 1. 1989 , and section 4 of  t h l s  act 
sha l l  apply t o  tax years cocnncncing on or a f t e r  January 1, 
1989 and un t i l  January 1, 1994. 

SECTION 7. Safet clause. The general assembly hereby 

the i umd la tc  preservation of the pub l ic  peace. health, and 
r a t  e ty  . 
finds, determines, + and dtc  ares tha t  t h i s  act  i s  necessary for 

PRESIDENT OF 
OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE 

'-+3%d% SECRETARY OF 

OF RE PRESENTAT IVES THE SENATE 

vJ-' 60 NOR OF THE STATE OF COLORAOO 
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1. Compliance Date: January 1, 1992 

2. Scope: Containers manufactured, distributed, 
posed for sale in Hawaii: 

TYEe Size 
Plastic Containers -- 8 ounces to 5 

Formed or molded container: 
intended for single use, composed 
predominantxy of plastic resin, 
relatively inflexible, finite 
shape. 

Plastic Bottles -- Container 
with a neck smaller than its 
body: accepts a closure. 

3. Required Codes: 

Resin TYDe 

sold, or ex- 

gallons t 

16 ounces to 5 gallons t 

Code 
Number t 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 1 
High Density Polyethylene 2 
Vinyl 3 
Low Density Polyethylene 4 
Polypropylene 5 
Polystyrene 6 
Other 7 

Code 
Letters t 
PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base CUDS and labels: No provision. 

B. Fultilaver: No provision. 

4. Required Symbol: RIS: size not specified. t 
5. Type and Location of Symbol: 

on or near the bottom of a plastic product. 
Molded imprint or raised symbol 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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PLA~TK: CONTNNER CODING SUMMARY 

6. Penalties: None specified. 

7. Additional Information: 

- Solid and Hazardous Waste Branch 
Office of Environmental Quality Control 
Department of Health 
465 S. King Street, Room 104 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
(808) 543-8227 

8. Attachments: 1990 Haw. Sess. Laws 318 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the S P I  Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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ACT 318 

SECTION 3. New statutory material is underscored.’ 

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 
(Apppoved Jdy 3,1990.) 

Note 
1. Edited p-t to HRS 93G-16.5. 

ACT 318 H.B. NO. 1023 

A Bill for an Act Relating to Environmental Quality. 
Be It Enacrd by the Lcgisluture nfthe State of Hawaii: 

adding a new part to be appropriately designated and to read as follows: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 342H, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by 

“PART. PLASfIC CONTAINER CODING 

5342H- Definitions. As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 
requires: 

“Label” means a molded imprint or raised symbol on or near the bottom 
of a plastic product. 

“F‘lastic” means any material made of polymeric organic compounds and 
additives that can be shaped by flow. 

Wastic bottle” means a plastic container intended for single use that has 
a neck that is smaller than the body of tbe container, acccpts a screw-type, snap 
cap, or other closure and has a capacity of sixteen fluid ounm or more, but less 
than five 4allons. 

“Ri id plastic container” means any formed or molded container, other 

and having a relatively inflexible finite shape or form witb a capacity of eight 
ounces or more, but less than five gallons. 

Prohibition. On or after January 1, 1992, no person shall 
manufacture, distribute, seU,  or expose for sale in this State any plastic bottle or 
rigid plastic container unless the product has a label indicating the plastic resin 
used to roduce the lastic bottle or rigid plastic container. The label shall 

the trian le. The triangle shall be equilateral, formed by three arrows curved at 
their mi t points and depicting a clockwise path around the mode number. The 
numbers and letters used shall be as follows: 

(1) For polyethylene terephthalate, the letters “PETE” and the number 
1; 

(2) For high density polyethylene, the letters ‘WDPE” and the number 
2; 

(3) For vinyl, the letter “V” and the number 3; 
4) For low density polyethylene, the letters “LDPE”and the number 4; 
5) For polypropylene, the ktters ‘TI”’ and the number 5; i 6) For polystyrene, the letters “PS” and the number 6; and 
0) For m y  other, the letters “OTHER” and the number 7.” 

than a bot d e, intended for single use, composed predominantly of plastic resin, 

5342H- 

consist o i? a number p P a d  within a triangle of arrows and letters placed below 

989 
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ACT 319 

SECTION 2. This Ad shall take effect upon its approval. 
(Approved July 3,1990.) 

ACT 319 H.B. NO. 3299 

A Bill for an Act Relating to Energy Conservation. 
Be It Enacted by rhe Legislature of the State of  Hawait 

SECTION 1 .  The kgislature recognizes the need to promote and sup ort 
ener y conservation and renewable energy resources in the State of Hawaii.$he 
Iegisfature fmds, however, that the State’s dependency on imported fossil fuel 
remains unabated, even in the face of the emer -ncx of cost-effective and energy- 

conservation systems, the adoption of energy-savmg measures, and the develop- 
ment of demand-side managanent programs should be promoted to encourage 
the consumer’s efficient use of energy resources. 

Solar water beating systems and heat pumps are off-the-shelf, commer- 
cially available energy conservation systems that give every resident the op ortu- 

storage systems are designed to shift d e  consumption of energy to off-peak 
periods. 

Although solar energy systems and heat pumps for water heating can play 
a major role in energy conservation, the current low price of imported oil has 
adversely affected the competitive viability of such devices. Further, the contin- 
ued prudent use of energ by devices, such as ice storage systems, should be 

state tax credits arc needed to ensure that progress will continue toward the 
State’s oals of reducing its dependence on imported oil and using energy 

increase for the installation of ice storage systems and of solar water heating 
systems and to clarify the tax credit for heat pum s in new and existing buildings. 

ble economic foundation, the Hawaii state plan promotes the prudent use of 
power and fuel supplies through conservation measures. Consumer danand for 
energy must be considered an important variable that can be influenced by 
public utility actions. Demand-side management IS the planning and implemen- 
tation of utility actions to influence consumer use of energy to affect the utility 
system’s demand characteristics. Acknowledging the importance of demand- 
side management, this Act also amends the state policy relating to the use of 
energy to mclude demand-side management programs as a conservation mea- 
sure. 

SECTION 2. Section 226-18(c), Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by 
amending subsection (c) to read as follows: 

“(c) To further achieve the energy objectives, it shall be the policy of this 
State to: 

(1) Support research and development as well as promote the use of 
renewable e n q y  lources[.E 

(2) Ensure a euffici~t sup ly of energy to enable power systems to 

saving technologies. Accordin$y, the use o el ~mmeraal ly  available energy 

nity to use an abundant renewable ener y resourcbthe sun. Additiona f ly, ice 

encouraged. As such, the T egislature finds that incentives in the form of highet 

prudent f y. One of the purposes of this Act then, is to provide for a tax credit 

Recognizing our dependency on import J oil and our fragile and vulnera- 

mpport tbe demands o F growth[.l 

990 
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PLASTK: CONTAINER C w  SUMMARY 

OKLAHOMA 

1. Compliance Date: July 1, 1991 

2. Icope: Plastic containers distributed, received for sale, or 
offered for sale in Oklahoma: 

TvPe size 

piaid Plastic Containere -- 
Formed or molded container, 
intended for single use, composed 
predominantly of plastic resin, 
relatively inflexible, finite 
shape. 

Plastic Bottles -- Container 
that has a neck smaller than its 
body and accepts a screw-type, 
snap-cap, or other closure. 

8 ounces to 5 gallons t 

16 ounces to 5 gallons t 

3. Required Codes: 

Resin TYRe 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

Code Code 
Number t Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base CURS and labels: No provision. 

B. Multilaver: No provision. 

4. Required Symbol: RIB; size not specified. 

5. Type and Location of Symbol: Molded, imprinted, or raised 
symbol on or near the bottom of the container. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, I n c .  
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PLASTK: CONTAINER CODING SUMMARY 

6. Penalties: Any person convicted of violating the law shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

7. Additional Information: 

Ms. Kelly Dixon 
Solid Waste Management Service 
Oklahoma Department of Health 
1000 NE 10th Street 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73152 
(405) 271-7159 

8. Attachments: Enrolled House Bill No. 1841 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

' The Society of The Plastics industry, Inc. 
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An Act 
ENROLLED ROUSE 
BILL NO. 1841 BY: LEIST, CAMPBELL, JOHNSON 

(Rob), WILLIAMS (Danny), 

and HAMILTON (Jeff) of 
the HOUSE 

ADAIR, GURLEY, APPLE, 
FERGUSON, COFFEE, GLENN, 

and 

SRURDEN, WILLIAMS (Don) 
and WILLIAMS (Penny) of 
the SENATE 

AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC HEALTE AND SAFETY: 
DEFINING TERMS; REQUIRING ALL PLASTIC CONTAINERS 
SOLD IN OKLAHOMA TO HAVE A MOLDED LABEL INDICATING 
THE PREDOMINANT PLASTIC RESIN USED TO PRODUCE TEE 
PRODUCT; PROHIBITING CERTAIN ACTIONS; PROVIDING 
SPECIFICATIONS; REQUIRING MAINTENANCE OF CERTAIN 
LISTS; PROVIDING PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR 
CODIFICATION: AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

BE JT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: 

the Oklahopar; Statutes as Section 3001.1 of Title 63, unless there is 
created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

SECTION 1. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified in 

For the purposes of this act: 

1. "Department" means the State Department of Health: 

2. "Label" means a molded, imprinted or raised symbol on or near 
the bottom of a plastic container or bottle; 

3. "Person" means an individual, sole proprietor, partnership, 
association, corporation or other legal entity; 

4. "P18StiC" means any material made of polylseric orGanic 
compuirds and additives that can be shaped by flow; 

5. "Plastic bottle" means a plastic container intended for 
single use that has a neck that is smaller than the body of the 
container, accepts a screw-type, snap cap or other closure and has a 
capcity of sixteen (16) fluid ounces or more, but less than five ( 5 )  

"Rigid plastic container" means any formed or molded 

9aiionr ; 

6. 
container, other than a bottle, intended for single use, composed 
predominantly of plastic resin, and having a relatively inflexible 
finite shape or form with a capacity of eight ( 8 )  ounces or more but 
less than five (5) gallons. 

the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 3001.2 of Title 63, unless there is 
created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

for 8ale or offer for sale in this state any plastic bottle or rigid 

SECTION 2. NEW L A W  A new Section of law to be codified in 

A. On or after July 1, 1991, no person shall distribute, receive 
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plastic container unless such container is labeled with a code 
identifying the appropriate resin type used to produce the structure 
of the Container. 

E. The code shall consist of a number placed within three 
triangulated arrows and letters placed below the triangle of arrows. 
The triangulated arrows shall be equilateral, formed by three arrows 
with the apex of each point of the triangle at the midpoint of each 
arrow, rounded with a short radius. The pointer (arrowhead) of each 
arrow shall be at the midpoint of each side of the triangle with a 
short gap Separating the pointer from the base of the adjacent arrow. 
The triangle, formed by the three arrows curved at their midpoints 
shall depict a clockwise path around the code number. The numbers 
and letters used shall be as follows: 

1. - PETE (polyethylene terephthalate): 
2. = HDPE (high density polyethylene); 

3. = V (vinyl); 

4. = LDPE (low density polyethylene); 
5. = PP (polypropylene); 

6. = PS (polystyrene); 

7. - O T H E R .  

C. The Department shall maintain a list of the label code 
provided in subsection B of this section and shall provide a copy of 
that list to any person upon request. 

pla8tic Container labeling system than the one specified in this 
statute if there is any change in the nationally recognized standard 
codified herein. 

D. The state Board of Health may by regulation adopt a different 

E. Any person convicted of violating the provisions of this act 

SECTION 3. 

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

This act shali become effective September 1, 1990. 
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Passed the Eouse of Representatives the 19th day of April, 1990. 

p , L  Representatives 

Passed the Senate the 17th day of April, 1990. 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

Recelved by the Governor this& 
4 

day of Q ,la, 
at , otlock.+M. 

By: 

Approved by the Governor of the State ol Oklahoma t h e A d a y  01 

, A, at 3:m , o ' c l o c k . A M .  

U 

Govemo/of the State of Oklahoma 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
ReceIveU by the Secretary of State this&!!? 

1990, 

%lock ,/i. M. 

ENR. 8 .  8 .  NO. 1841 Page 3 
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P ~ n c  CONTAINER COD~NG SUMMARY 

1. Compliance Date: July 1, 1991 

2. Scope: Plastic products that can be shaped by flow manu- 
factured or distributed in the state: 

ZYls  Size 

Plastic Bottles -- Container 16 ounces to 5 gallons t 
with neck smaller than its 
body and accepts a closure. 

piaid Plastic Containers -- 8 ounces to 5 gallons t 
Other than bottle; intended 
for single use; relatively 
inflexible finite shape. 

Resin Type 

Polyethylene Terephthalate 
High Density Polyethylene 
Vinyl 
Low Density Polyethylene 
Polypropylene 
Polystyrene 
Other 

Code Code 
Number t Letters t 

PETE 
HDPE 
V 

LDPE 
PP 
PS 

OTHER 

A. Base CUDS and labels: 
plastic container with a base cup or other component of 
a material different from the basic material used in 
making the bottle or container shall bear the symbol 
indicating its basic material. t 

A plastic bottle or rigid 

B. pultilaver: Include as "7-OTHER. 

4. Required Symbol: RIS; Size not specified. t 
5. T y p e  and Location of Code: Molded into or imprinted on the 

bottom or near the bottom of the bottle or container. 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

' The Society of The Plastics Industry,' Inc. 
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6. Penalties: Civil penalty not more than $500 for each viola- 
tion of the Act. 

7. Additional Information: 

Mr. Hector Mendieta, P . E .  
Director, Division of 
Solid Waste Management 
Texas Department of Health 
1100 West 49th St. 
Austin, Texas 78756-3199 
Mr. Glendon Eppler: (512) 458-7271 

8. Attachment: 1989 Tex. Sess. Law Sen. ch 36 92, 
April 26, 1989 

t Denotes requirements that are consistent with the SPI Voluntary 
Code 

The Society of The Plastics Industry, Inc. 
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TEXAS 

f l r t  LEGISLATURE-REGULAR SESSION Ch. 36, Q 2 

SECTION 2. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the 
alendors in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the 
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be 
suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in force 
from and aftor its passage, and it is M enacted. 

P8ssed the Senate on February 21, 1989, by the following vote: Yeas 31, N8ys 0; 

Approved April 26,1989. 
Effective 90 d8yt 8?br date of 8 d j O ” n t  

prtlred the House on Aqril 13, 1989, by a non-record vote. 

CHAPTER 36 

S.B. No. 444 

AN ACT 
nlrtiq to oodiq of a r W n  plrstic OorrlUm to hdlrtrte r - i ,  proHckng a OMI p d t y .  

Be it crurcted iq the bgiahture of the Stiak of Tam:  
SECIlON 1. DEFINITIONS. In this Act  

(I) “Department” means the Texas Department of Hulth. 
(2) “Plastic” means 8 material made of polymeric organic compounds and dditives 

(S) “Plastic M e ”  means a plutic dntniaer that 
that CUI be shaped by flow. 

(A) h.s a neck smaller thu~ the body of the contPiner, 
(B) is  designed for a screw-top, rnap cop, or other closure; and 
(C) hrs a apacity of not kss than 16 fluid o u ~ c e ~  or more thm five gdlom. 

(4) ‘‘Rigid plastic container" means a formed or molded conhiner intended for single 
use, composed predominantly of plastk resin, that has a rclntively inflexible finite 
rhape or form with a capacity of not leas th.9 eight OUDCU) or more than five gallons. 
This term does not include a plastic bottle. 
SECTION 2. SYMBOIS FOR CERTAIN PLASTIC CONTAINERS. (a) A p n o n  may 

not manufactum or distribute a plrstjc bottle or rigid plastic container unles8 the 
appropriate sy”l  indbting the plastic resin used to produce the bottle or container in 
molded into or imprinted on tbe bottom or OCPT the bottom of the bottle or container. 

(b) A plastic bottle or rigid plastic container vitb 8 buie cup or other component of a 
material different from the basic material used in meking the bbttle or container rhnll 
bur the rymbol indicating ita b i c  material. 

(e) The rymbob ueed under this wetion must conrlbt of a numkr placed within a 
*gk of urows urd of letten ploccd below the triangle of m w o .  The birnple must 
be quhteral, formed by thne m w s  Kith tbe apex of each point of the trtngle at the 
midpoiat of each m w ,  rouded with 1 rhort d u s .  The vrowhead of each arrow mwt 
be at the midpoint of u c h  ride of the *gIe with 8 short gap reparating the urowhad  
f” the base of the djocent amow. The W g l e  fomed by the u m w s  mwt depict a 
clockbe path rrouad the number. 

(d) Tbe numbers, ktrur of the symbols, and the pb t i c  mias reprenentcd by the 
rpboh m: 

(1) 1 and P m ,  representing polyethylene t emphWte ;  
(2) 2 and HDPE, repmenting high density polyethylene; 
(S) 8 urd V, representing viayk 
(4) 4 urd LDPE, rcpnrcnting low denrity polyethylene; 
(6) S and PP, rcpmnting polypropylene; 

819 

2 0 5  



Ch. 36, 9 2 71rt LEGISLATURE-REGU SESSION 

(6) 6 and PSI representing polystyrrne; and 
(7) 7 and OTHER, representing all other resins, including layered plocltica of 8 

combination of mrteriah. 
(e) The department shall: 

(1) mrintrin a list of the rymbok; and 
(2) provide 8 copy of that lirt to my person on request 

" I O N  3. PENALTY. (8) A person who violates Subsection (a) or (a) of Section 2 
of thir Act b subject to 8 Civil pedty of not more than SsoO for t.ch act of vbktion. 

(b) If it r p p u n  that I )  person ha? violated or b violating Section 2 of this Act, the 
attorney general or a district attorney, crimina) district attorney, or county attorney shall 
institute and conduct a ruit in the name of the State of Texas to recover the civil penalty 
h p o d  under Subsectlon (8) of thh &on. 

(e) A uvil penalty recooertd under this section shall be deposited: 
(1) in the state treasury if the attorney general brings the suit; or 
(2) in the generrl fund of the county in which the violation OeCuRed if 8 district 

at&mey, criminal dbtrict attorney, or county attorney bringa the suit. 
SECTION 4. EFFECI'IVE DATE. This Act takes effect September 1, 1989, and 

rppliu to plastic bottles and rigid plastic containen, that are manufactured or distributed 
on or .her July 1, 1993. 

EMERGENCY. The importonce of this legislation and the crowded 
condition of the cplendnn in both homer create an emergency and an imperative public 
nece8rity that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three seved  days in 
each h u r t  be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended. 

Passed th@ Senate on March 30, 1989, by the following vote: Yeas 30, Nays 0; passed 

Appr0V.d April 26, 1989. 
EffocUva Sopt 1,1989. 

SECTION 5. 

th@ Hww, on April 17, 1989, by a non-record vote. 

CHAPI'ER 37 

S.B. No. 453 
AN ACT 

nimg to L# otuwrqmnrrtoy emo fir. qptm .nd p d i  otfiwrs in csrtwr ciba, 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Tctcu: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 142, Local Government M e ,  is amended by adding Section 

142.0016 to read 8s follows: 
See. 1/4.0016. USE OF COMPEVSATORY TIME BY MEMBERS OF FIRE AND 

POLICE DEPARTMENTS IN MUNICIPALITY WITH POPULATION OF MORE THAN 
IO,&W. (a) Titis seetion applics only in a municipality with a population of la than 
1.5 million that ia eligible to adopt civil service under Chapter 149. 

(8) A firefighter or police o&er may, with the a p p m l  of the governing body of 
the municipality, accept instead of ovcrtime pay comperwatory time at a mte equal to 
1 4  times the number of ovcrtime houn. 

(e) A fin fighter or police o#cer may uac compensatory time only when both the 
fire h h k r  or police ofieer and the municipulity agree the time may be used 

(d) A municipalify may at any time pay a fire fighter or police officer for all or 
pari of the person 's accumulated compematory time if both the fire jighter w police 
officer and the municipality agree the time may be paid 
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