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The Case for Us 
Retreaded Tires 
on Government 
Fleet Vehicles 

ling 

lthough the General Services Administration Ai GSA), the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), and the White House itself (President Clinton’s 
Executive Order 12873) strongly endorse retrea 
the tire of choice for government vehicles, there still 
remains some government fleets that resist using 
retreads. 

Why? There is no good reason. 
By that, I niean there is a prejudice against retreads 

based on a very serious misconception that retreads 
are not as safe as new tires. In fac~, retreads are every 
bit as safe as new tires, and they are a lot friendlier to 
the environment and cost much less in most cases. 

The prejudice stems in large measure from people 
seeing rubber debris on the road. We all have seen 
those “ugly alligators” lying along our highway,--and 
sometimes even in the middle of the road. When 
people see this debris, they mume  that it was caused 
by blown-out retreaded tires. The reality is that nth 
ber on the road is caused by tire abuse, whether the 
tire is new or a retread. 

If a tire is abused (overloaded, underinflated, mis- 
matched to the other tire on a set of duals), or if a 
vehicle is not stopped when a tire begins to have a 

problem, the tire is going t o  come apart and 1e;ive 
rubber debris all over the highway. 

I llke to tell this story to  illustrate my point: 
Suppose you are driving t o  work ancl you realize 

that one of your tires is going flat. Without exception. 
you will stop the car and change the tire. You may 
not like it-specially if it is raining or snowing or you 
are in a l iurq4xi t  there is no n~ay you will continue 
driving with a flat tire. 

Now suppose you are driving an 1KRiheel trabor- 

problem. Unless it‘s a front tire (then you have no 
choice but to stop), you will generally Ix able to con- 
tinue driving the vehicle until you get to a truck stop 
where the tire can be changed much easier than if 
you had stopped on the highway. Mer  all. you have 
17 other tires to keep you going. 

Now, suppose the damaged tire is acnldy a brand 
new tire that had just k e n  installed the previous 
week and had never been near a retread factory. This 
means that it was either defective or it happened to 
pick up a nail that caused it to go flat. As you drive 

trailer, and you hear or feel a tire lxginning to h. ‘lve a 

Continued on page 8 
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1996 White House 
Closing the Circle Award Winners 

Affirmative 
Procurement 
Individual 
“Gveett Buying Pbwev” 
U.S.C.G. Support Center, 
Governors Island, NY 

CWO Frank E. Libby 

Group 
“McChord A”n#tive 
Proclcrement Program ’’ 
McChord AFB, Tacoma, WA 

Mr. Mark A. Gahle  
Ms. Alice Hainmontree  
c d p t .  WJde Hade1 
Mr. Johnnie  Shinn 
TSgt David Schumann 

“A@rmative Promre- 
ment Program, Paper, 
and Paper Products ” 
U S P S  Headquarters, 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. I>avid Sherer  
Mr. Pe te  Steele 
Mr. John Portell 
Mr. Frederick J. Hin tenach  
Mr. Bernie  Denno 

Fa ci I ity 
b6purchasircg Stw#tk?gie~~~ 
USPS, Dallas Purchasing 
and Materials Service 
Center, TX 
Recycling 
Individual 

Task, Force on 
~ndelivevwd B d k  
Business Mail (UBBM) ’’ 
USPS, Windsor, CT 

Mr. Charles Vidich, Chair 

“==FJi~operntrotts - a #  
thel4mwserviae 
NtWZ~~nF%@&Vehide 
Mizin#”x? F d W ”  
U S P S ,  Merrifield, VA 

Mr. Bill Chris tenson 

Group 
b6Recycling at the 
Denver DVA Med-1 
C”” 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center, 
Denver, CO 

Mr. Arnold L. Schultz, 1’h.D. 
Ms. Noella B. Pregill 
Mr. Kenneth  Wederski 
Mr. K o k r t  G .  Gibson  
Ms. Sue Lucht 

‘Parvis Island - Where 
the Dinerence Begins ” 
Marine Corp Recruit Depot, 
Parris Island, SC 

Mr. Timothy Harrington 
Mr. Steven Chisholm 
Mr. Thomas B. Woods 

Facility 
6LTeam Grand Forks 
Air Force Base 
Recycling Program ’’ 
Department of Defense - 
Grand Forks AFB, ND 

“Texas Army National 
Gurrrd Recycling 
Program’’ 
Texas Army National 
Guard, Austin, TX 

Environmental 
In novat ion 
Individual 
“Maintenawe Free 
Forklrlft Battedes at 
the St. Louis, MO Bulk 
Mail  Center” 
USPS, St. Louis Bulk Mail 
Center 

Mr. Kenneth  P. Philipak 

Group 
“Environmental 
Innovation for  Future 
Generations at Camp 
Graying - MAlES” 
Michigan Army National 
Guard - Camp Grayling, 
Grayling, MI 

CW4 James Failing 
LTC Keith Hobenmoyer  
SFC David McClain 

Facility 
bblOO% Closed Loop 
Wood/Fi berboard 
Recycling” 
Department of Defense - 
Defense Logistics Agency, 
Defense Distribution Depot 
Susquehannd, New 
Cumberland, PA 

bbSavannah River Site” 
Department of Energy, 
Aiken, SC 

Model Facility 
Demonstrations 
Group 
“Waste Reduction 
Program ’’ 
Department of Defense - 
Naval Amphibious Base- 
Little Creek, Norfolk, VA 

Mr. Willie Barnes  
Mr. Jeff McAdoo 
Ms. Terri Mosteller 
Mr. Martin Costello 

“EA, F d l i t h ? s  Sewices 
Enviwnmerttul 
Program” 
Tennessee Valley Authority, 
Chattanooga, TN 

Mr. David  Smith 
Mr. Gary  Collins 
Mr. Warren Behkau 
Ms. Darlene Pierce 
Mr. David Zimmerman 

Facility 
“Pantex Plant Model 
Facility” 
Department o f  Energy, 
Amarillo, TX 
Waste 
Prevention 
Individual 

“Pollution Prevention 
Program” 
nepartment o f  Ilefense. 
IJ.S. Army Ordnance 
Center and School, Aber- 
deen Proving Ground, MD 

Mr. Keith T. Katz 

Group 
“Waste Minimixation/ 
Pollution Prevention 
Program ’’ 
USPS Northeast Area - 

Processing and Distribution 
Facilities (28  Postal Sites) 

Sowing the 
Seeds for 
Change 
“U.S. EP!USPS 
Recycling Hotline” 
EPA/USPS 

“Defense Logistics 
Agency Environmental 
Prodlccts Catalog” 
Department of Defense - 
Defense Logistics Agency 
Defense Supply Center 
Richmond. VA 

Ms. Brenda  T. Longest 
Mr. S tephen  Perez 
MI. Clifford A. Myers 
Ms. Susanne  Smith 

‘%S&EI?A Buy RecycM 
Parhemhip Campaign” 
Region 4 - Atlanta, Georgia 

Ms. Sandy Jones. GSA 
Mr. J. C.  Meredith, EPA 
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A Federal Program at the 1996 
National Recycling Coalition 
Meeting in Pittsburgh 

he first annual NRC-FEE Recycling T Confluence Program will be held 
in conjunction with the National 
Recycling Coalition’s (NRC) Annual 
Congress and Exposition in Pittsburgh, 
PA on September 17-19, 1996. The pro- 
gram will feature three tracks for feder- 

al agency personnel: 
Affirmative Procurement ( 3  
w o r k s h o p s 1 ; 
R e c y c l i n g / W a s t e  
Prevention (3  workshops); 
and Department of 

Defense (4  workshops). .I . In addition. Katie 
McGinty. Chair of 

the President’s 

exciting oppotunities, exhibits 
and educational events. 

Be part of it! Mark 
your calendar! 

For more infor- 
mation and regis- 

Quality, and Ms. Sherry W. Goodman, 
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense 
(Environmental Security) have been 
invited to be keynote speakers at the 
opening session. 

A special Federal Government 
Registration fee of only $119 has been 
arranged for federal attendees. In addi- 
tion, a block of rooms within the per 
diem hotel allowance ($69) has been 
reserved and is available on a first-come 
basis. Special transportation packages 
are under consideration including bus 
transportation from Washington, DC, 
Philadephia, PA, Chicago, IL and New 
York, NY. 

This is a networking opportunity to 
learn and share with your peers from 
other federal agencies and industry. The 

National Recycling Coalition plans 

tration materials 
contact the Office 
of the Federal 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
Executive at 
(202) 260-1297 or 

Revitalizing America‘s Future ;;r:;:thecoupon 

I 

Please send m 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Address 

~ I am interested in 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

(List one of the 3 cities 

Video Now 
Ava i I a b I e 
From OFEE 

Roadmap to 
Buy Recycled 
Vehicular 
Products 

n informational resource tool for A recycled vehicular products pro- 
duced in partnership by the 

175. Postal Service and the Office of 
the Federal Environmental Executive 
has been produced. This educational 
tool highlights availability, perfor- 
mance, description and warranty 
issues on Re-refined Oil, Retread Tires 
and Reclaimed Engine Coolant. Fleet 
field management personnel from five 
various federal agencies share pur- 
chasing and fleet performance insight 
from their experiences. The video 
also features a message from Fran 
McPoland, the Federal Environmental 
Executive. 

Help get your agency started or 
improve your agency’s procurement 
of these recycled vehicular products. 
Order your copy today! 
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Free 
Oil Giveaway! 

Re-Refined Oil Available From DLA 
n the first issue of Closing the Circle N e u s  the Federal Richmond (formerly known as the Defense General I Environmental Executive announced that the Defense Supply Center). 

Logistic Agency (DLA) had published a Kequest for 
l’roposal (RFI’) for  re-refined lubrication oil. As a result NSN Unit of Measure Viscosity 
o f  the KFP, DLA awarded a contract on December 4 ,  9150-01-415h897 , , , H ~ ~  12 
1995, allowing the agency t o  offer re-refined oil to its 
Federal customers. Interested parties should call 1-800- 
352-2852 t o  obtain purchasing information from DLA‘s 
customer service office at the Defense Supply Center, 

l-Quart Bottles . . . . . .10\v30 

4150-01-413-6892 . . .i-Gallon Container . , . .10n-30 

9150-01-413-6990 . . .SS-Gallon r)rum . . , , . ,10\~-30 

Now that we’ve got your attention, here are the details: 
Two of the major manufacturers of re-refined lubricating oil are 
willing to give away one case of low30 oil to each eligible fleet 
facility. 
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OFEE Jumpstarts 
the Performance 
Improvement Campaign 

e Office of the Federal 

(OFEE) has launched the 
Performance Improvement 
Campaign (PIC) to increase 
the acquisition and use of 
EI’A-designated products by 
Federal Agencies. 

The PIC consists of initia- 
tives focused on EI’A-desig- 
nated products by category 
(e.g., vehicular products, 
construction products, trans- 
portation‘ products, etc.), 
each comprised of one o r  
more functionally related 
products. Within the 
Vehicular I’roducts category, 
Re-refined Oil and Retread 
Tires are two of the original 
five products EI’A that desig- 
nated between 1983-1989. In 
1995, EI’A added Engine 
Coolant to the Vehicular 
I’roducts category. 

Data on purchases of Re- 
refined Oil and Retread Tires 
indicate that federal agencies 

T Environmental Executive 

Remember 

are not taking full advantage 
of the opportunities available. 
In an effort to maximize 
acquisition and use of vehic- 
ular products made from 
recovered materials (i.e., 
retread tires, re-refined oil, 
and reclaimed engine 
coolant), the OFEE has put 
the JumpStart initiative into 
gear. It is the first such effort 
under the I’erformance 
Improvement umbrella 
intended to help agencies get 
started purchasing EPA-desig- 
nated products. 

The JumpStart team has 
distributed three question- 
naires to different audiences: 
Federal agency headquarters, 
selected Federal fleet man- 
agers: and a sampling of 
manufacturers and distribu- 
tors of vehicular products 
made from recovered materi- 
als. These questionnaires are 
designed to provide the 
Jumpstart team with a better 

under-  
s t a n d -  
ing of 

Conservation and 

w h y  
Federal purchases of EPA- 
designated items are below 
expectations. Once received 
back, the Jumpstart team will 
review and analyze the 
results to determine how bet- 
ter to assist agencies and fleet 
managers increase vehicular 
product acquisition and use. 

The JumpStart team has 
developed a workshop 
designed to explain the pur- 
pose of this initiative. This 
workshop has already been 
conducted for 54 DOE 
employees. More workshops 
are planned shortly for the 
Department of Justice and 
NASA. These workshops: 

Educate the acquisition 
community about the 
quality and availability of 
vehicular products made 
from recovered materials: 

GSA’s Solvent Recycling 

Advocate the use o f  these 
proclucts; 
Facilitate the acquisition 
process; 
Eliminate the barriers; and 
Congratulate successful 
users. 
The workshop will bring 

together representatives from 
OFEE, industry, EPA, success- 
fill users. and the Federal 
acquisition community. In 
addition, an OFEE video on 
Vehicular I’roducts is planned 
to be released in May, 1996. 

If you would like to find 
out more about the work- 
shop or video. contact the 
JumpStart team at (202) 260- 
1297. 

Take the first step by com- 
pleting the Crossword 
Jumpstart Initiative Challenge 
in this issue (page 7). 

~ - 

Service With Safety-Kleen? 
W e l l ,  It’s Back! 

The Solvent Recycling Service 
begins with a setup of parts cleaning 
equipment. Then, after specific inter- 
vals, it covers removal of contaminat- 
ed solvent, cleaning the parts washer 
system of sludge and residue, replen- 
ishing the parts washer with recycled 
solvent, replacing filters, and perform- 
ing all repairs necessary to ensure that 
the cleaning equipment is maintained 
in proper operational condition. The 
recycling process uses a closed loop 
system, and the solvent is recycled to 

the maximum extent possible. The 
transport, disposal, and recycling are 
performed by the contractor’s employ- 
ees in contractor facilities. 

Under the contract (Single Award 
Federal Supply Schedule), you have 
the following choices: 

Contractor-Furnished Equipment 
Solvent Recycling Service 
Government-Owned Equipment/ 
Solvent Recycling Service 
Waste-Minimization Parts Cleaners/ 
Solvent Recycling Service (new), 
which extends the usable service 
life of solvent by enhanced filtra- 

tion methods. This results in tm7ice 
the normal service life of  solvent, 
thereby reducing by 50 percent the 
number of annual services required 
and the amount of waste generated. 
Service is available at 4-, 8-, and 16- 

week intervals. For additional infor- 
mation, call these numbers: 

For copies of the schedule- 

For schedule information-(206) 

Safety-Kleen Corporation-(800) 

(817) 334-5215 

931-7062 

669-5740 
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Jumpstart Initiative Challenge 

ACHObb 

2 CrrtlfIcAtlOll 
JsurrcI thc quality o t  rrtreader', procer 

1, M a i n  comprjnrnt r r t  a vc111cIc that 
reqwrr, uw of 2 deSlgndtrd products tu  
uperatc (plural) 
fluwng the product  n1anufxturt.d from 
13," materld5 I t  rc<overs I, a full 

5 A clmrd- systcm can 
he thr most cmt-rffcctivc method 

6 Agency reaponsihlc for Federal Tire 
Program 

the Ciri lr  7 ~ _ _ _ _ _  
New5 

8 A Fderal  Gwernment must 
huy t l e q n a t c d  products containing 
recovcretl niatcrials 

9 The best innovative Federal programs 
that implement the ohlectweb of E O  
12873 wll win an 

10 Office wherc individual apprmted hy 
I'reidrnt to implement E O  12873 and 

11  New recycled content product flYddC hy 
mild curr o r  precurr pmces\ 

12 Each agency nerd5 10 change I t 5  

t o  enable Hrcr managcr, to 

13 Thi, agcncy i \  responsiblr for tire stan- 
dards 

1-1 In e s c n c e .  each agency hhould have  A 

15 Thih recycled vehicle product must mer1 
pcrtormance qxcificationa as 

well a, those of cngine manufacturers 
Each agcncy shall rsrahliah a 
lor procurement of each rccycled pnid- 

17 Thr I the primary rcgulatirrn 
used hy Exccurrve agencies in thcir acqui- 
\cion of .5uppliea and Scnnces 

18 Agency which deiignates produck and 
product c ~ t e g ~ ~ t c a  

I9 One of t t t r  seven product catcgorle\ 
20 Il,c a prrssurc gauge rcg- 

ularly to assure proper inflation and 
extend life of casing 
Incrcasing the use 01 re-refined oil will 
~ our dependence on  foreign oil 

4 

S l A f f  AIC 

purchASC deilgnatcd pK>duCls 

-Recycled Campaign 

16 

U C I  

21 

22 All tirrb a x  ~ g ~ l ~ t ~ d  by the NHTSA 
through the 

23 In order t o  he succrssful in recycling. we 
must ~ our prople 

DOWN 

1 Companieb can m1 into a des- 
ignated product 

2 Tire5 that can p a s  the Federal Tire 
Program testb a r r  placed o n  a 

This agency's vehicle mainrenancr facili- 
ties won a group CTC award In the WdSW 

prevention category 
4 Agencies must revisr rheir  con- 

t o  assure the use of 
rccovered materials 
Retreading a passengrr tire saves about 

gallons of oil compdrrd IO a 
new tire 

6 We 5hould all protect o u r  

7 Comprehenuve 

X 

9 

10 

3 

tract 

5 

Guidclme 
Ethylene and pmpylenc h d b e  this chenii- 
cal fainily in common 
The ___ designate5 24 recycled- 
contrnt products into product catrgorir5 
Thib desq?,n.Ned itcm Can he u5ed In d 

F~dera l  vehicle whcn 11 ~ d r r i r s  thc 
~ \tarburst syinholkeal 

11 u s e  of contmt  pnxlucth c3n 
spur development of new technnlogiea 
and use of such products 

12 Each agency must dcbelop an  

13 This agency I a major supplier of luhri- 
rating oils to Federal organizations 

14 Removing the in your 
agency increases use of rrcycled ccmtent 

One  of th r  designated vehicle products 
used m your vehiclr (last word) 
Onc  of the designatrd vehiclc products 
used In your vehicle (lab1 word) 
Key word in waste prevmtion 

Procurement Program 

products. 
15 

16 

17 
18 Federal Acquisition. Krcyclmg, and 

Prevention 
19 r e q u w s  govrrnment agcn- 

cies to purchase EPA- designated itrms 
conraining recovered materials 

ssee Valley Authority 
In-House  R e c y c l i n g  
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RETREAD frompage 1 

your 1X-wheeler to  the truck stop, the damaged tire will contin- 
ue t o  lose air and overheat. If you h v e  long enough. the tire 
will finally disintegrate and IAow rubber pieces all over the high- 
w1y. 

Now remember, we said the tire that came apart was a new 
tire that had never been near a retread factory. But you can lx 
certain that the person driving behtnd your truck will say, “Look 
at that! Another retread! There ought to be law against those 
things!” 

So you see, the retread industry takes the blame for much of 
the rubber on the road, although a large percentage of the ~ i g l y  
afligators“ comes from new tires that have never been retreaded. 

Do retreaded tires ever come apart? Of course they do; but 
new tires fail at ahout the same rate as retreads. And the safety 
record for retreads is the sane as it is for new tires. This is why 
retreads are routinely and safely used on schtwl buses, fire 
engines, and other emergency vehicles; comnercial and military 
airlines; and millions of passenger cars and trucks. The [J.S. 

Would‘You Like To Receive 
Closing the Circle News in the Mail? 
If so, f i l l  ou t  and send the following 
information: 
Name 
0 ffic e 
AgencyiOrganization 
Address 

Mail to: Closing the Circle 
401 M Street, SW 
(Mail Code 1600) 
Washington, DC 20460 

Fax: 202-401-9503 
Or save paper by using E-mail. Our E-mail 
address is: mcpoland.fran@epamail.epa.gov. 

Postal Service. Fcclcral lxpress. m d  Linited I’arccl Senice-like 
thousands (if other orgtnization,~routinel!. use retrracts on their 
fleet vehicles. These three orgtnizations dxolutely depend o n  
their vehicles k i n g  on time, and you can lx cer~iin that they 
would not use retreads if they had not prwen beyond a shadon- 
of a doubt that retreads perform exactly the same as ne\.\. tires. 
and at a far lower cost. 

Ketreads can do the Same for your fleets. 
The Tire Ketread Information Bureau would like to send you 

a copy of an information packet and a series o f  videos about 
retread tires at no charge. We can also help you set up a tour of 
a retread factory in your area and assist you in aranging for a set 
of test tires at no cost, in most cases. Plcase contact LIS at: 

Tire Retread Information Bureau 
900 Weldon Grove 
Pacific Grove. CA 93950 
408/372-1917 Fax 4081’372-92 10 

By Harvey Brodsky, Managing Ilirector. 
Tire Retread Infixnution Bureau 

The Office of the Federal Environmental Executive wishes to thank the U S .  General Services Administration 
for their help and support in producing this newsletter. 
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