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What Is Surface Modified 
Rubber? 

Surface Modified rubber is a 
floatable o i l  absorbent 
produced from waste tires. 

What does i t  do? + 

It will absorb up to three 
times its weight in crude oil 
within  minutes after being 
applied to an o i l  s p i l l .  It 
has the capacity to absorb up 
to eight times its weight in 
oil if l e f t  in contact with 
the oil fo r  more than one day. 

Bow long will this absorbent 
float on the water? 

Prelimipary tests show that  
after absorbing crude o i l ,  the 
absorSent w i l l  f loa t  almost 
indefinitely. 

Row long can this absorbent be 
stored? 

The rubber used in t h i s  
product decomposes at a very 
slow rate and therefore can be 
stored for years with no 
problems 

Ifhat are some of the benefits 
associated with  using this 
type of absorbent? 

N o t  only is this product a 
very effective o i l  absorbent, 
but is also very inexpensive 
to produce. Also,  by using 
waste tires t h i s  absorbent 
helps  to reduce the 
environmental problems 
associated with discarding 
used t i r e s .  

Bow can t h i s  pzoduct be 
disposed of after it has been 
used? 

If recovered soon after it is 
applied,  the o i l  can be 
extracted from the rubber and 
the product can be reapplied 
with up to 8 0 %  of its 
absorbing capacity retained. 
The rubber/oil mixture also 
has a very high calorific 
value and can be burned 
cleanly and efficiently in 
ex i s t ing  boiler installations. 

When will this absorbent: 
become commercially available? 

Development of the equipment 
required to produce this 
product commercially is 
presently being conducted. 
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