
the lessor and all other persons residing in the lessee's rental unit; and
(3) "Prospective lessee" means a person seeking to enter into a residential rental

agreement with a lessor. (1989, c. 712; 1993, c. 539, s. 262; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

§§ 14-396, 14-397:  Repealed by Session Laws 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 767, s. 30(18), (19).

§ 14-398.  Theft or destruction of property of public libraries, museums, etc.
Any person who shall steal or unlawfully take or detain, or willfully or maliciously or

wantonly write upon, cut, tear, deface, disfigure, soil, obliterate, break or destroy, or who shall
sell or buy or receive, knowing the same to have been stolen, any book, document, newspaper,
periodical, map, chart, picture, portrait, engraving, statue, coin, medal, apparatus, specimen, or
other work of literature or object of art or curiosity deposited in a public library, gallery,
museum, collection, fair or exhibition, or in any department or office of State or local
government, or in a library, gallery, museum, collection, or exhibition, belonging to any
incorporated college or university, or any incorporated institution devoted to educational,
scientific, literary, artistic, historical or charitable purposes, shall, if the value of the property
stolen, detained, sold, bought or received knowing same to have been stolen, or if the damage
done by writing upon, cutting, tearing, defacing, disfiguring, soiling, obliterating, breaking or
destroying any such property, shall not exceed fifty dollars ($50.00), be guilty of a Class 1
misdemeanor.  If the value of the property stolen, detained, sold or received knowing same to
have been stolen, or the amount of damage done in any of the ways or manners hereinabove set
out, shall exceed the sum of fifty dollars ($50.00), the person committing same shall be punished
as a Class H felon. (1935, c. 300; 1943, c. 543; 1979, c. 760, s. 5; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47;
1981, c. 63, s. 1, c. 179, s. 14; 1993, c. 539, s. 265; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

§ 14-399.  Littering.
(a)  No person, including but not limited to, any firm, organization, private corporation, or

governing body, agents or employees of any municipal corporation shall intentionally or
recklessly throw, scatter, spill or place or intentionally or recklessly cause to be blown, scattered,
spilled, thrown or placed or otherwise dispose of any litter upon any public property or private
property not owned by him within this State or in the waters of this State including, but not
limited to, any public highway, public park, lake, river, ocean, beach, campground, forest land,
recreational area, trailer park, highway, road, street or alley except:

(1) When such property is designated by the State or political subdivision
thereof for the disposal of garbage and refuse, and such person is authorized to use such property
for such purpose; or

(2) Into a litter receptacle in such a manner that the litter will be prevented from
being carried away or deposited by the elements upon any part of such private or public property
or waters.

(b)  When litter is blown, scattered, spilled, thrown or placed from a vehicle or watercraft, the
operator thereof shall be presumed to have committed such offense. This presumption, however,
does not apply to a vehicle transporting agricultural products or supplies when the litter from that
vehicle is a nontoxic, biodegradable agricultural product or supply.

(c)  Any person who violates this section in an amount not exceeding 15 pounds and not for



commercial purposes is guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than one
hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for the first offense. In
addition, the court may require the violator to perform community service of not less than eight
hours nor more than 24 hours. The community service required shall be to pick up litter if
feasible, and if not feasible, to perform other labor commensurate with the offense committed.
Any second or subsequent offense within three years after the date of a prior offense is
punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than one thousand
dollars ($1,000). In addition, the court may require the violator to perform community service of
not less than 16 hours nor more than 50 hours. The community service required shall be to pick
up litter if feasible, and if not feasible, to perform other labor commensurate with the offense
committed.

(d)  Any person who violates this section in an amount exceeding 15 pounds but not
exceeding 500 pounds and not for commercial purposes is guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor
punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than one thousand
dollars ($1,000). In addition, the court shall require the violator to perform community service of
not less than 24 hours nor more than 100 hours. The community service required shall be to pick
up litter if feasible, and if not feasible, to perform other community service commensurate with
the offense committed.

(e)  Any person who violates this section in an amount exceeding 500 pounds or in any
quantity for commercial purposes, or who discards litter that is a hazardous waste as defined in
G.S. 130A-290 is guilty of a Class I felony. In addition, the court may order the violator to:

(1) Remove, or render harmless, the litter that he discarded in violation of this
section;

(2) Repair or restore property damaged by, or pay damages for any damage
arising out of, his discarding litter in violation of this section; or

(3) Perform community public service relating to the removal of litter discarded
in violation of this section or to the restoration of an area polluted by litter discarded in violation
of this section.

(f)  A court may enjoin a violation of this section.
(f1)  If a violation of this section involves the operation of a motor vehicle, upon a finding of

guilt, the court shall forward a record of the finding to the Department of Transportation,
Division of Motor Vehicles, which shall record a penalty of one point on the violator's drivers
license pursuant to the point system established by G.S. 20-16. There shall be no insurance
premium surcharge or assessment of points under the classification plan adopted pursuant to G.S.
58-30.4 for a finding of guilt under this section.

(g)  A motor vehicle, vessel, aircraft, container, crane, winch, or machine involved in the
disposal of more than 500 pounds of litter in violation of this section is declared contraband and
is subject to seizure and summary forfeiture to the State.

(h)  If a person sustains damages arising out of a violation of this section that is punishable as
a felony, a court, in a civil action for such damages, shall order the person to pay the injured
party threefold the actual damages or two hundred dollars ($200.00), whichever amount is
greater. In addition, the court shall order the person to pay the injured party's court costs and
attorney's fees.

(i)  For the purpose of the section, unless the context requires otherwise:
(1) "Aircraft" means a motor vehicle or other vehicle that is used or designed to

fly, but does not include a parachute or any other device used primarily as safety equipment.
(2) "Commercial vehicle" means a vehicle that is owned or used by a business,



corporation, association, partnership, or sole proprietorship or any other entity conducting
business for economic gain.

(3) "Law enforcement officer" means any officer of the North Carolina
Highway Patrol, the State Bureau of Investigation, the Division of Motor Vehicles of the
Department of Transportation, a county sheriff's department, a municipal law enforcement
department, a law enforcement department of any other political subdivision, the Department, or
the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission. In addition, and solely for the purposes of
this section, "law enforcement officer" means any employee of a county or municipality
designated by the county or municipality as a litter enforcement officer; or wildlife protectors as
defined in G.S. 113-128(9);

(4) "Litter" means any garbage, rubbish, trash, refuse, can, bottle, box,
container, wrapper, paper, paper product, tire, appliance, mechanical equipment or part, building
or construction material, tool, machinery, wood, motor vehicle or motor vehicle part, vessel,
aircraft, farm machinery or equipment, sludge from a waste treatment facility, water supply
treatment plant, or air pollution control facility, dead animal, or discarded material in any form
resulting from domestic, industrial, commercial, mining, agricultural, or governmental
operations. "Litter" does not include political pamphlets, handbills, religious tracts, newspapers,
and other such printed materials the unsolicited distribution of which is protected by the
Constitution of the United States or the Constitution of North Carolina.

(5) "Vehicle" has the same meaning as in G.S. 20-4.01(49); and
(6) "Watercraft" means any boat or vessel used for transportation across the

water.
(j)  It shall be the duty of all law enforcement officers to enforce the provisions of this section.
(k)  This section does not limit the authority of any State or local agency to enforce other

laws, rules or ordinances relating to litter or solid waste management. (1935, c. 457; 1937, c.
446; 1943, c. 543; 1951, c. 975, s. 1; 1953, cc. 387, 1011; 1955, c. 437; 1957, cc. 73, 175; 1959,
c. 1173; 1971, c. 165; 1973, c. 877; 1977, c. 887, s. 1; 1979, c. 1065, s. 1; 1983, c. 890; 1987, cc.
208, 757; 1989, c. 784, ss. 7.1, 8; 1991, c. 609, s. 1; c. 720, s. 49; c. 725, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, ss.
266, 267, 1241; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1997-518, s. 1; 1998-217, s. 2.)

§ 14-399.1. Repealed by Session Laws 1989, c. 784, s. 7.

§ 14-399.2.  Certain plastic yoke and ring type holding devices prohibited.
(a)  As used in this section:

(1) "Degradable" means that within one year after being discarded, the yoke or
ring type holding device is capable of becoming embrittled or decomposing by
photodegradation, biodegradation, or chemo-degradation under average seasonal conditions into
components other than heavy metals or other toxic substances.

(2) "Recyclable" means that the yoke or ring type holding device is capable of
being collected and processed for reuse as a product or raw material.

(b)  No person may sell or distribute for sale in this State any container connected to another
by a yoke or ring type holding device constructed of plastic that is neither degradable nor
recyclable.  No person may sell or distribute for sale in this State any container connected to
another by a yoke or ring type holding device constructed of plastic that is recyclable but that is
not degradable unless such device does not have an orifice larger than one and three-fourths
inches.  The manufacturer of a degradable yoke or ring type holding device shall emboss or mark



the device with a nationally recognized symbol indicating that the device is degradable.  The
manufacturer of a recyclable yoke or ring type holding device shall emboss or mark the device
with a symbol of the type specified in G.S. 130A-309.10(e) indicating the plastic resin used to
produce the device and that the device is recyclable.  The manufacturer shall register the symbol
with the Secretary of State with a sample of the device.

(c)  Any person who sells or distributes for sale a yoke or ring type holding device in violation
of this section shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than fifty
dollars ($50.00) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200.00).  In lieu of a fine or any portion
thereof or in addition to a fine, any violation of this section may also be punished by a term of
community service.

(d)  Other than a manufacturer required to use and register a symbol under subsection (b), a
person may not be prosecuted under this section if, at the time of sale or distribution for sale, the
yoke or holding device bears a symbol meeting the requirements of this section which has been
registered with the Secretary of State. (1989, c. 371; 1991, c. 236, c. 621, s. 14; 1993, c. 539, s.
268; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

§ 14-400.  Tattooing; body piercing prohibited.
(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to tattoo the arm, limb, or any part of the

body of any other person under 18 years of age. Anyone violating the provisions of this section
shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.

(b)  It shall be unlawful for any person to pierce any part of the body other than ears of
another person under the age of 18 for the purpose of allowing the insertion of earrings, jewelry,
or similar objects into the body, unless the prior consent of a custodial parent or guardian is
obtained. Anyone violating the provisions of this section is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.
(1937, c. 112, ss. 1, 2; 1969, c. 1224, s. 8; 1971, c. 1231, s. 1; 1993, c. 539, s. 269; 1994, Ex.
Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1998-230, s. 9.)

§ 14-401.  Putting poisonous foodstuffs, antifreeze, etc., in certain public places, prohibited.
It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to put or place (i) any strychnine, other

poisonous compounds or ground glass on any beef or other foodstuffs of any kind, or (ii) any
antifreeze that contains ethylene glycol and is not in a closed container, in any public square,
street, lane, alley or on any lot in any village, town or city or on any public road, open field,
woods or yard in the country.  Any person, firm or corporation who violates the provisions of
this section shall be liable in damages to the person injured thereby and also shall be guilty of a
Class 1 misdemeanor.  This section shall not apply to the poisoning of insects or worms for the
purpose of protecting crops or gardens by spraying plants, crops, or trees, to poisons used in rat
extermination, or to the accidental release of antifreeze containing ethylene glycol. (1941, c. 181;
1953, c. 1239; 1993, c. 143, c. 539, s. 270; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

§ 14-401.1.  Misdemeanor to tamper with examination questions.
Any person who, without authority of the entity who prepares or administers the examination,

purloins, steals, buys, receives, or sells, gives or offers to buy, give, or sell any examination
questions or copies thereof of any examination provided and prepared by law shall be guilty of a
Class 2 misdemeanor. (1917, c. 146, s. 10; C.S., s. 5658; 1969, c. 1224, s. 3; 1991, c. 360, s. 2;


