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LI GGETT & MYERS TOBACCO COVPANY

City of Durham
Dur ham Count y

Tobacco Products (SIC 2111)
On-Site Sol vent Recovery

Li ggett & Myers uses solvents to clean engraved
printing cylinders, cylinder pans, splatter guards
and ot her machinery engaged in the two rotogravure
presses for printing cartons and | abels for their
cigarette packages. Contam nated solvents, after
solids settling, were discharged to a 5,000 gallon
under ground storage tank. The solvents were

shi pped quarterly to a recycler for solvent
reclamation or incineration. Sludge was

accunul ated in 55 gallon druns before shipnent to
an incineration facility.

Li ggett & Myers installed a 35 gallon capacity
batch-distillation unit to recover 90% of the
solvent for reuse. A small quantity of sludge is
accunmul ated in 55 gallon druns for shipnment to an
incineration facility. The underground tank
system was di sconti nued and cl osed.

Thi s change reduced hazardous waste production 95%
from 8,820 pounds per nonth to 440 pounds per
mont h, enabling Liggett to becone a small quantity
gener at or.

The purchase and installation of the distillation
still cost $23,400 generating a total savings of
$38, 500 for 1988, by avoiding purchase of $33, 500
(22,000 gallons @$1.50 per gallon) of the solvent
bl end and $5, 500 di sposal of solvent wastes and

i nk sludge. Total hazardous waste di sposal for
1988, was about $3, 500.
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